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OUR  1897  DIARY. 


We  have  pleasure  in  announcing  that  The  Chemist  and 
Dbuggist  Diaby  for  1897  is  now  being  printed,  and  will 
be  in  the  hands  cf  the  binders  next  week.  We  shall  in  dne 
course  mention  when  copies  of  the  Diary  will  be  delivered 
to  Home,  Colonial,  and  Foreign  subscribers,  but  in  the  mean- 
time we  may  state  that  very  substantial  improvements  have 
been  effected  on  the  Diaby.  The  pages  have  been  con- 
siderably enlarged,  and  altogether  it  is  a  bigger  and  better 
book  than  formerly.  The  advertisements  are  more  numerous, 
aitistic,  and  useful,  and  we  believe  that  the  literary  contents 
will  be  of  real  practical  value  to  the  trade.  The  Dispenser's 
Formulary  occupies  about  one-third  of  the  space,  and 
contains  several  hundred  reliable  recipes  for  medicinal 
preparations.  Besides  this,  the  information  on  legal,  official, 
and  technical  matters  is  thoroughly  up  to  date,  and  the 
contents  as  a  whole  will,  we  feel  sure,  be  regarded  by  many 
as  a  full  return  for  the  year's  subscription.  We  should  like 
those  subscribers  who  are  asked  to  renew  their  subscriptions 
before  the  end  of  this  month  to  give  as  prompt  response  as 
possible,  in  order  that  there  miy  be  do  delay  in  supplying 
them  with  the  Diary. 


Summary 


Another  step  in  the  Madras  Cream  of  Malt  :ase  is  re- 
ported on  p.  673. 

•  The  names  of  those  who  passed  the  Preliminaiy  examina- 
tion in  October  are  given  on  p.  676. 

Mr.  Sage  describes  a  simple  method  of  petting  a  freezing 
temperature.    We  sketch  his  apparatus  (p.  677). 

The  chemists  and  grocers  of  Manchester  have  had  the 
scheme  of  the  P.A.T.A  under  their  consideration  (p.  679). 

Geratjdel's  Pastilles  are  the  latest  addition  to  the 
protected  articles  listed  by  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association  (p.  670). 

The  Daily  Telegraph  and  the  Standard,  take  opposite 
views  as  to  the  necessity  of  restrictions  on  the  sale  of 
carbolic  acid  (p.  684). 

The  contest  by  circular,  in  respect  of  the  saccharin  patent, 
is  proceeding  vigorously,  and  the  price  of  the  product  has 
fallen  considerably  (p.  686). 

The  Chemical  Saction  of  the  London  Cbambe  of  Ocm  nerce 
discussed  the  question  of  adulteration  of  produce  at  a  meet- 
ing which  we  report  on  p.  681. 

Some  useful  and  interesting  novelties  are  described  this 
week  (p.  687),  and  there  are  similar  matters  mentioned  on 
p.  682  which  should  be  noted. 

s»Me.  Glyn- Jones  replies  to  the  letters  criticising  the 
P.A.T.A.  from  Mr.  William  Day  and  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  which 
we  published  last  week  (p.  696). 

The  drug- markets  are  firm  in  sympathy  with  other  trades, 
but  the  only  article  in  which  an  advance  due  to  the  American 
election  can  be  traced  is  shellac  (p.  693). 

The  Brewers'  Exhibition  is  open  in  London  this  week.  It 
shows  a  considerable  falling  off,  many  firms  connected  with 
the  ai-  ated- water  trade  having  abstained  from  exhibiting 
(p.  688). 

The  President  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association 
called  attention  in  his  address  this  week  to  the  bad  effect 
of  wholesale  houses  advertising  wholesale  prices  in  medical 
journals  (p.  678). 

A  Queen's  Bench  Divisional  Court  hasr  ruled,  on 
appeal  from  magistrates'  decision,  that  beeswax  is  not  a 
drug  when  sold  by  a  grocer.  The  judgment  implies  that  it 
might  be  if  sold  by  a  chemist  (p.  691). 

We  publish  a  portrait  of  Baron  de  Bush  (of  W.  J.  Bush  & 
Co.)  on  the  occasion  of  the  grant  of  a  Eoyal  warrant  to  him 
to  use  in  this  country  the  Saxe-Coburg  title  which  was  con- 
ferred on  him  some  years  since  (p.  682). 

The  beef-tea  controversy  has  been  disposed  of  by  the 
Holborn  Board  of  Guardians,  the  members  coming  to  an 
almost  unanimous  conclusion  in  favour  of  supplying  that 
made  from  beef  instead  of  that  made  from  beef- extract 
(p.  671). 

The  death  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Mason,  a  well-known  personage 
in  the  pharmaceutical  circles  of  London,  Liverpool,  Montreal, 
and  New  York,  is  announced.  We  also  have  to  record  the 
death  of  Mr.  John  Pepper,  the  founder  of  several  widely- 
sold  medical  specialities  (p.  673). 

"  Nitragin  "  is  the  name  given  to  a  gelatine  culture  of 
the  nitrifying  bacterium  found  in  the  nodules  of  leguminous 
roots.  The  culture  is  made  by  Meister,  Lucius  &  Bruning 
for  use  in  agriculture,  and  Dr.  Voelcker  described  it  at  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  on  Monday,  when  a  brisk  dis- 
cussion ensued  (p.  678). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  not  much  bnskess  to 
transact  on  Wednesday.  Amongst  the  yearly  items  vcere  a 
report  on  Eesearch,  which  contained  no  reference  to  future 
work,  and  some  statements  in  regard  to  the  Pre  Mine  nary 
examination,  which  is  likely  to  be  altered  ere  long.  Local 
secretaries  were  also  appointed,  and  this  revealed  tfee  fact 
that  there  is  considerable  apathy  in  the  ranks  of  the  stoiety 
(p.  674). 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  uill  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Suicide  of  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 

A  chemist's  assistant,  named  Walter  Walker,  aged  29 
committed  suicide  on  October  30.  by  taking  prussic  acid 
whilst  staying  at  35  Arbour  Square,  Commercial  Road,  London 

Suicide  by  Easton's  Syrup. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  the  Cardiff  Infirmary,  on  October  30, 
touching  the  death  of  Sarah  Harrison,  aged  32,  a  servant  in 
the  employ  of  Dr.  Parsons.  Deceased  sent  an  account  to  a 
patient  which  had  already  been  paid.  This  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  Dr.  Parsons,  he  gave  her  notice  to  leave.  She 
refused  to  go,  and  on  a  solicitor  and  detective  being  called 
in,  she  took  refuge  in  her  bedroom,  where  she  took  a 
bottle  ,o£  Easton's  Syrup,  containing  a  large  admixture  of 
strychnine,  and  then  cut  her  throat.  She  was  removed  to 
tha  infirmary,  where  she  died  the  following  morning. 
The  house-surgeon  said  she  might  have  recovered  from  the 
cut  in  her  throat  if  she  had  not  taken  the  poison.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  that  the  deceased  committed  suicide 
whilst  temporarily  insane. 

Tho  Resident  Doctor  and  the  Drugs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Sfcoke-upon -Trent  Guardians,  on  Oc- 
tober 28,  the  master  submitted  an  account  of  the  co9t  of 
the  workhouse  medical  department,  before  and  since  the 
appointment  of  a  resident  medical  officer.  During  the  year 
ended  March,  1895,  when  there  was  a  visiting  medical  officer, 
the  cost  of  drugs,  instruments,  &c,  was  267^.  16s.  10^d., 
while  in  the  nest  year,  when  there  was  a  resident  officer, 
the  Cost  bad  been  612Z.  7s.  10^d  ;  the  increase  in  drugs 
had  been  193Z.  16s.  Id.,  and  in  respect  of  instruments 
and'other  appliances,  150Z.  14s.  lid.  The  Chairman  said 
they  must  expect  an  increased  consumption  cf  drugs  with 
a  resident  medical  man  as  increased  attention  and  care 
were  bestowed  upon  the  irimates.  Tee  other  increase  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Guardians  bad  to  provide  all  the 
necessary  instruments  and  appliances  for  the  resident 
medical  officer;  the  visiting  medical  officer  provided  his 
own.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
medical  officer. 

A  Tail  of  a  Tooth. 

Messrs.  Clegg  &  Son,  chemists,  of  Wantage,  have  in  their 
possession  a  tooth  which  has  attracted  much  attention.  The 
decayed  instrument  of  mastication  has  attached  to  its  roots 
a  perfectly  shaped  and  full  sizsd  tioth,  which  was  quite 
invisible  before  extraction.  Needless  to  add  tha  patient  has 
derived  great  relief  from  the  removal  oi  this  curious  tooth. 

Preferred  tha  Chemist  to  the  Doctor. 

An  aged  labourer  of  Wok'ngham  named  George  Gibson 
died  so  suddenly  that  the  circumstances  necessitated  an 
inquest.  Mrs.  Eliza  Sharp,  who  has  lived  next  door  to 
deceased  for  16  years,  said  he  would  not  permit  anyone 
to  enter  the  house  sines  bis  wife's  demise.  Shortly  before 
he  expired  Gibson  came  into  her  house  arid  asked  her  to  go 
to  a  chemist's  for  some  medicine.  She  advised  him  to 
consult  a  doctor,  but  he  refn-ed,  faying  he  was  afraid  "  they 
would  take  him  away."  A  chemist  senr,  soae  cjugh  lozenges, 
though  he  ftrwgly  advised  deceased  to  see  a  doctor. 
Gibson,  who  had  complained  of  his  heart,  died  the  following 
morDing.  A  verdict  of  "death  from  natural  causes "  was 
returned. 

Still  Growing. 

The  Urban  District  Council  cf  Dartford  have  approved  of 
plans  for  tew  buildings  submitted  by  Messr3.  Burroughs, 


Wellcome  &  Co  ,  for  the  extension  of  their  premises  at 
Phcenix  Mills,  Dartford. 

Early  Closing. 
The  following  chemists  and  druggists  of  Margate  (Kent) 
bare  agreed  to  close  their  business  establishments  during 
the  winter  months  at  8  p.m.,  commencing  on  November  1 : — 
Mr.  D.  T.  Evans,  Mr.  Victor  Woolls,  the  Thanet  Drug  Com- 
pany, Messrs.  E.  Wootton  &  Son,  Mr.  W.  H.  Harvey,  Mr.  P. 
Holmes,  Mr.  S  K.  Cadby,  Mr.  John  Reeve.  Messrs.  J.  Bailey 
&  Co ,  Mr.  George  Stimpson,  and  Mr.  R  Pettman.  As 
before,  the  stipulation  that  urgent  medicines  will  be  supplied 
at  side-doors  has  also  been  agreed  upon. 

At  Wadhurst  the  chemists  and  druggists  have  agreed  to 
close  tbeir  places  of  business  from  November  9  to  April  30 
a1- the  following  times: — Wednesdays  at  5  p.m..  Mondays, 
Tuesdays,  and  Thursdays  at  7  p.m  ,  Fridays  at  8  p.m.,  and 
Saturdays  at  9.30  p.m. 

Chemists  at  Football. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy^.  South  London  8chool 
of  Pharmacy.  This  match  was  played  on  Saturday,  October 
31,  on  Tooting  Beck  Common  After  a  good  game  the 
M.C.P.'s  came  out  the  winners  by  four  goals  to  one. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  Crownfield  Club.  Played 
!  at  Shepherd's  Bush  on  Saturday  la9t.   Scores:  Crownfield,  3  ; 
j  Pharmaceutical,  1.    The  Pharmaceutical  team  was  composed 
|  as  follows: — Lean,  goal;  Card  well  and  Webster,  backs; 
Smith,  Happold,  and  Nelson,  half-backs ;  Day,  Matthews, 
Fothergill  (centre),  Jackson,  and  Jones,  forwards. 

Medical  Law  in  Guernsey. 

Before  the  Guernsey  Court  last  week,  Mr.  Norman  Webster, 
M  D.,  was  summoned  by  the  High  Constables  of  St.  Peter's 
Port  for  having  omitted  to  notify  the  Constables  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  a  case  of  diphtheria,  as  required  by 
law.  The  defendant  could  but  admit  infringing  the  law, 
but  urged  that  he  had  isolated  the  case,  caused  the  house 
to  be  disinfected,  &c,  and  had  given  a  certificate  of  the 
child's  death ;  also  that  he  did  not  know  it  was  his  duty  to 
report  the  case  to  the  Constab'es  The  Court  fined  Dr. 
Webster  in  the  minimum  penalty  (1Z.)  and  costs.  This  was 
the  first  prosecution  under  the  law. 

Drug-contracts, 

The  Dartford  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers,  of  London  for  the  supply  of  drugs 
required  in  the  Union  workhouse  and  poor-law  district. 

For  the  supply  of  wholesale  drugs  to  Hereford  Infirmary 
the  tender  of  Herrings  &  Co  has  bsen  accepted,  and  that  of 
Mr.  T.  W.  Clarke  for  retail. 

A  Tardy  Eewaxd. 
At  the  fire  which  took  place  in  the  Naval  Hospital,  Ply- 
mouth, in  March,  three  years  ago,  Mr.  W.  H.  Btvis,  chief 
sick  berth  steward  (wardmaster),  distinguished  himself  at 
great  risk  to  his  life.  A  notification  is  just  to  hand  from  the 
Admiralty  that;,  in  consequence  of  his  bravevy  at  that  fire, 
they  are  pleased  to  award  him  an  annuity  of  2.01  a  year  from 
February  last.  Though  somewhat  tardy  this  is  well  de- 
served, Mr.  B9vis  also  having  been  awarded  a  medal  for 
conspicaons  gallantry  in  1881. 

Chemists  in  Danger. 
Whilst  the  cortege  was  returning  from  tha  funeral  of  the 
late  Mr.  Codr),  of  Devonport  on  Wednesday,  October  28,  the 
horse  attached  to  one  of  the  carriages  fell.  Tne  occupants, 
four  chemists  of  the  town,  alighted  to  find  cut  the  cause  of 
the  sudden  stop.  Jaet  in  time  ;  for  the  horse  rose  and  dashed 
along  the  road  draggirjg  the  empty  carriage  at  a  great  rate, 
but  coming  in  contact  with  a  heavy  brewer?-van  it  came  to 
a  second  and  final  stop.    The  coast!  was  badly  damaged. 

Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association. 
The  agency  for  Geraudel's  pastilles  for  the  United 
Kingdom  has  been  transferred  from  Msssrs.  Fassett  &: 
Johnson  to  Messrs.  Corneille  David  &  Co.,  and  this  article 
has  been  added  to  the  list  of  protected  articles  under  the 
PA.T.A.   The  minimum  retail  price  is  to  be  Is.,  and  the 
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wholesale  prices  at  10*.  3d.  less  2\,  per  cent.,  or  9s.  9d.,  less 
2\  per  cent.,  for  twelve-dozen  qaantities. 

Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co  ,  of  Manchester,  are  the 
Ip.test  adherents  to  the  P.A.T.A.  in  the  wholesale  section. 

Some  correspondents  have  called  attention  to  recent 
advertisements  of  Messrs.  Boots,  offering  Scott's  pills  at 
\Q\d.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  informs  as 
in  reference  to  these,  that  he  bought  a  box  of  De  Scott's 
pills  from  Boots  (Limited),  at  Manchester,  at  10\d.,  and 
finds  that  they  were  supplied  by  a  patent  medicine  house 
before  the  P.A.T.A.  agreement  came  into  force. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Southampton  and  District  Grocers' Asso- 
ciation on  Monday  evening  Mr.  Montgomery  mentioned  that  it 
was  in  contemplation  to  start  a  chemists  association  in  South- 
ampton, and  some  of  those  who  were  moving  in  the  matter 
were  anxious  to  know  whether  they  could  count  upon  the 
support  of  the  Grocers'  Association.  The  object  of  such  an 
association  wcn'd  be  to  prevent  cutting  as  between  chemists 
and  grocerp,  especially  in  rtgard  to  certain  proprietary 
articles.  Mr.  Parmiter  said  he  was  in  favour  of  the  forma- 
tion of  a  federation  of  traders  in  the  town.  The  Chairman 
hoped  the  chemists  would  form  an  association.  At  present  it 
was  difficult  to  tell,  from  the  appearance  of  some  shops, 
whether  the  business  cariied  on  was  that  of  a  chemist  or  a 
grocer.  It  had  been  a,  sore  point  with  some  of  them,  who  kept 
strictly  to  the  rules  of  the  Grocers' Association,  at  finding  them- 
selves undersold  by  the  chemists,  and  he  mentioned  the  article 
borax  in  this  connection.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  they 
could  arrange  with  the  chemists,  so  that  in  regard  to  articles 
which  both  sold  they  could  obtain  a  legitimate  profit.  Other 
speakers  coincided  generally,  and  it  was  understood  that  the 
subject  would  be  discussed  again. 

Municipal  Elections. 
The  following  chemists  have  been  elected  Councillors  for 
their  respective  boroughs  : 
Mr.  P.  Bird,  Coventry 
Mr.  J.  J.  Perkins,  Lichfield 
Mr.  W.  Litchfield,  Loogtou 
Mr.  T.  Critchley,  Blackburn 
Mr.  A.  E  Cuttle,  Scarborough 
Mr.  A.  J.  Smith,  Taunton 
Mr.  J.  G.  NtttiDg,  Plymouth 
Mr.  J.  Taylor,  Torquay 

Store  Prices, 

The  Civil  Service  Supply  Association  in  their  November 
list  have  increased  the  price  of  elder-ilower  ointment  from 
H\d  to  5d.  per  pot,  and  Rhine  violeta  (Miihkn's)  from  2s.  3d. 
to  2s.  5^.  Beetham's  gljcerine  and  cucumber,  corn-plasters, 
and  capillary  fluid,  Dicey 'j  Daffy's  elixir,  and  Moller's  cod- 
liver  oil  have  been  taken  out  of  the  list. 

A  Very  Happy  Family. 
George  Thomas  WeedoD,  employed  at  a  drug-store  in 
Holborc,  was  sued  at  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on 
Tuesday  by  his  wife,  Lizzie  Rose  Weedon,  to  recover  21.  9s  , 
being  seven  weeks'  arrears  of  maintenance,  when  the  follow- 
ing amusing  conversation  took  place: — Mr.  Popham  (for  the 
defendant) :  Who  is  Mr.  Welland  ?  Plaintiff:  He  is  a  friend 
of  mv  husband.  They  used  to  be  in  a  mission  band  together. 
Mr.  Popham  :  Mr.  Welland  used  to  call  you  Rose  ?  PJaintiff  : 
Yes,  and  my  husband  used  to  call  Mrs.  Welland  Edith.  Mr. 
Popham:  You  were  a  happy  family?  Plaintiff:  Yes,  we 
were  a  very  happy  family.  Mr.  Popham  (to  defendant) :  Has 
your  wife,  contrary  tn  your  agreement,,  ever  molested  you 
since  yon  separated?  Defendant:  Indeed  she  has.  Once 
she  and  my  mother-in-law  waylaid  me  in  Holborn,  hit  me 
with  an  umbrella,  abused  and  chased  me  into  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields.  (Laughter.)  I  have  never  in  my  life  hit  her.  She 
used  to  throw  lamps,  knives,  forks — anything — at  me.  In- 
stead of  hitting  her  like  a  man — (laughter) — I  used  to  say 
"  Darling,  come  and  kiss  and  be  friends  ''  (Laughter.)  She 
would  say  "  Gam  !  "  and  throw  something  else  at  me. 
(Laughter.)  In  spite  of  this  woeful  tale  Mrs.  Weedoa  won 
the  case. 

Chemists'  Smoking-concerts. 
The  first  smoking-esncsrt  of  the  season  in  the  Chemists' 
Club  took  place  on  Thursday  evening,  October  29,  at  the 
Club  in  Stonecutter  Street.    Mr.  Horace  Davenport  was  in 
the  chair,  and  faced  a  room  full  of  members  and  fiisnds, 


Mr.  J.  Tomliuson,  Chelmsford  (re- 
elected") 

Mr.  W.  D.  G-ibb,  Winchester  (re- 
elected) 

Mr.  T.  Clarkson,  West  Hart'.epool 

(re-elected) 
Mr.  J.  Gantlctt,  Marlborough 


many  of  whom  were  chemists'  assistants  who  were  having 
their  night  off.  A  good  and  varied  programme  war  pro- 
vided. During  the  evening  Mr.  Bontall,  the  donor  o£  lonr 
billiard  prizes  for  a  handicap,  was  thanked  by  acclamation. 
Towards  11  o'clock  Mr.  Xewton  Spyer  proposed  the  health 
of  the  chairman,  which  was  briefly  responded  to. 

The  Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society  held  their 
first  musical  and  social  evening  of  the  session  at  the 
Kardomah  Cafe  on  Thursday,  October  29.  The  attendance 
numbered  seventy  or  more.  A  long  and  interesting  pro- 
gramme was  provided.  This  is  the  second  "coffee  "  smoker 
the  Liverpool  students  have  had,  and  the  function  premises 
to  become  a  fixture,  so  great  a  success  is  it. 

The  Beef-tea  Controversy. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  again  discussed  the 
question  of  beef-tea  at  their  meeting  oa  Wednesday  night. 
The  Clerk  reported  that  he  had  written  to  most  of  the 
London  hospitals  and  nursing  institutions  as  directed  by  the 
Guardians  to  ascertain  their  formula  for  making  beef-tea,  and 
the  great  majority  replied  that  they  made  it  from  beef, 
allowing  on  an  average  f  lb.  to  the  pint.  Mr.  Howe?',  J. P., 
said  he  would  adhere  to  his  original  proposition  that  the 
orders  for  beef-extracts  for  the  various  establishments  ol  the 
Union  be  rescinded,  and  that  all  the  beef-tea  be  made  from 
beef.  Mr.  Miller  (Chairman  of  the  Highgate  Infirmary  Com- 
mittee), although  sn  favour  of  the  beef,  said  he  must  defer  to 
the  opinion  of  the  medical  ofli  eis  of  »heir  institutions  that 
the  beef-extract  was  the  mostacceptabl  j  totfce  patient*.  .Mr. 
Howes :  Because,  probably,  our  cooks  do  not  make 
the  beef- tea  from  the  meat  in  pioper  maune?,  and 
if  they  cannot  do  it  they  ought  to  be  taught. 
Here  we  have  overwhelming  testimony  from  the  hosrJtuJs 
as  to  the  superiority  of  the  meat  as  a  nourishing 
element.  Miss  Baker  reminded  the  Boaid  that  the 
hospitals  nsedl  two  kinds  of  beef-tes — ane  called  the 
"house"  beef- tea,  and  another  a  ccncoction  specially  pre- 
pared by  the  nurses  in  the  wards.  Mr.  Walton  said  there 
was  plenty  of  outside  evidence  that,  however  palatable  the 
extracts,  the  "tea"  from  the  beef  was  preferred  by  the 
medical  profession.  If,  as  he  had  been  to'd,  the  me^it  that 
came  into  the  establishments  in  the  morricg  had  prcniuced 
beef-tea  in  the  afternoon,  he  did  not  wonder  at  the  state- 
ment that  it  was  not  good.  It  required  Jar  more  cootriog 
than  that.  No  doubt  the  beef  was  the  best ;  arid,  the 
Guardians  haviDK  all  the  appliances  for  preparing  from  the 
meat,  he  hoped  they  wou'.d  adopt  the  plan.  Mr.  Howes:  At 
present  we  allow  a  pound  of  beef  to  a  pint  of  water,  and 
that  should  be  enough  to  satisfy  the  doctors;  and  ii  it  is 
too  much  trouble  for  oar  officials  to  make  the  preparation 
from  the  meat,  then  we  must  get  others  to  do  it.  IVlr. 
George  Eade  imved,  and  the  Rev.  Dacre  Craven  seconded,  that 
instructions  be  eken  the  officials  of  the  varices  establish- 
ments1 of  the  Union  to  make  all  beef-tea  from  frasb  meat ; 
and,  farther,  that  the  order  that  had  been  issued  for  the 
purchase  of  two  separate  70  lbs.  of  Liebig's  extract  be  re- 
scinded.   This  was  adopted  almost  unanimously. 


The  Editor  Is  obliged  to  ec-\-'W.*<  •-'  *  ft* 
tend  local  nempapt's  contairjiasj  Hum* 
of  interest  to  the  trade,  Ee  vSU  he 
further  obliged  if  ftecA  pttTQOrai  "  9* 
marked  in  all  caset. 


"Very  Irish. 

It  is  stated,  as  a  curious  fact,  that  paokages  efsaezebao- 
dise  can  be  sent  cheaper  from  Belfast  to  Dublin  by  25  per 
]  cent.  than,  from  Dublin  to  Belfast;  and  that  it' costs  more 
j  to  send  goods  from  Dublin  to  Portadown  than  to  sen<!  the 
same  articles  from  Dublin  to  Belfast  in  the  first  instance, 
1  and  then  to  send  them  back  from  Belfast  to  Portaaowh. 
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Business  Changes. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Warren,  pharmaceutic  il  chemist,  Navan,  has 
removed  into  larger  and  more  central  p  remises. 

Mr.  Jordan's  Idea. 
Mr.  Jordan,  M  P.,  attended  the  last  meeting  of  the  Ennis- 
killen  Board  of  Guardians,  and  wanted  a  resolution  passed 
at  a  previous  meeting,  giving  the  medicine- contract  to  the 
lowest  tender,  rescinded  in  favour  of  one  giving  the  several 
items  separately  to  the  lowest  tenders  for  each  specific 
article.  He  did  not,  however,  succeed,  and  the  meeting  had 
to  be  adjourned,  owing  to  the  disorderly  conduct  of  the 
Guardians. 

Bough  on  the  Doctors. 

During  the  hearing  at  Belfast  Licensing  Sessions  of  an 
application  for  a  spirit-licence  Dr.  McMordie,  a  local  medical 
practitioner,  appeared  in  support  of  the  appUcant.  Mr. 
Wilson,  solicitor,  cross-examining  the  witness,  asked  was  it 
a  fact  that  the  more  public-houses  there  a-e  the  more  work 
doctors  get  to  do.    The  witness  did  not  reply. 


Tht  Editor  It  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
lend  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Municipal  Elections. 
Mr.  D.  H.  Ferrier,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  re- 
elected to  the  Dund«e  Town  Council.    Mr.  D.  J.  McKinncn, 
another  local  chemist,  seeks  re-election,  but  has  an  opponent. 

A  TTew  Licence. 

At  the  Edinburgh  half-yearly  Licensing  Confirmation 
Court,  held  on  November  2,  Meseis.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  were  granted  a  grocer's  wine  and  spiiit 
licence. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 

The  last  golf  competition  for  the  season  was  held  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  October  30  and  31,  when  the  "Dick 
Handicap  Challenge  Medal  "  was  played  for  Mr.  John 
Greig  was  the  winner,  handing  in  the  fine  score  of  83  scratch, 
made  up  as  follows  :— 4  4  4  6  7  6  4  5  5  =  45  out.  5  4  5  5  5  3  4 
3  4  =  38  in.  Mr.  Greig,  having  three  wins  to  hi?  credit,  will 
'be  presented  with  the  gold  charm  awarded  to  the  competitor 
holding  the  medal  most  times  during  the  year. 

A  Chemist's  Stock  Speculations. 

The  Court  of  Session  have,  on  appeal,  decided  the  suit 
brought  first  in  the  Sheriff  Court,  Aberdeen,  by  William 
Park.,  stock  and  share  broker,  London,  against  William  Giles, 
•chemist  and  drnpgist,  123  Crown  Street,  Aberdeen.  The 
pursuer  sued  for  12,1. 16s  ,  as  balance  due  upon  transactions 
in  Caledonian  Railway  deferred  stock,  entered  into  in 
October,  1895.  Stockwasboughtamountingto  1,0432.18s.  The 
defender,  not  meeting  the  payment  when  due,  Mr.  Park  said 
he  sold  the  stock  for  the  November  settlement  for  9742  19s. 
He  sued  for  the  difference.  Defender  said  the  transactions 
were  not  bond  fide,  but  weie  mere  speculations  on  the  rise  and 
fall  of  the  market,  and  he  called  upon  the  pursuer  to  produce 
the  designations  and  addresses  of  the  person  from  whom  he 
said  he  purchased,  and  to  whom  he  said  he  sold,  the  stock. 
Sheriff  Substitute  Brown  found  that  the  defender  had 
instructed  the  pursuer  to  purchase  the  stocks,  and  he  gave 
decree  as  concluded  for,  with  expenses.  On  appeal,  Sheriff 
Crawford  affirmsd  the  judgment,  with  additional  expenses. 
Their  Lordships  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sion affirmed  the  decision  of  both  Sherffs,  and  found  the 
defender  liab'.e  in  further  expenses. 


f rencb  flewa. 

{From,  owr  Par  it  Correspondent.') 


Dentists  in  France. — The  Paris  Syndicate  of  Surgeon- 
Dentists  have,  since  the  law  of  1892  came  into  operation, 
been  extremely  sensitive  regarding  their  rights.  It  has  now 
been  decided  in  an  action  brought  by  them  that,  although 
any  dentist  in  business  previous  to  1892  has  the  light  to 
continue  to  practise  if  he  previously  used  the  title  "  surgeon- 
dentist,"  he  must  now  discontinue  the  use  of  that  designa- 
tion, or  pass  an  examination  and  get  the  needful  diploma. 

Foreign  Students  in  France  — In  order  to  remove  any 
misapprehension  that  may  arise  with  regard  to  the  recent 
decision  taken  by  the  French  Minister  of  Pablic  Instruction 
relative  to  foreign  students,  it  may  be  useful  to  mention  that 
medical  students  are  alone  affected.  Thus  the  laboratories 
and  services  of  the  French  Faculties  of  Medicine  will  con- 
tinue to  remain  freely  accessible  to  foreigners  who,  having 
completed  their  studies  in  their  own  country,  come  to  France 
to  perfect  themselves  in  a  special  branch.  Others  who  wish 
to  obtain  the  French  diploma,  but  have  no  intention  of  prac- 
tising in  France,  will  be  accorded  certain  facilities  ;  but 
foreigners  intending  to  establish  themselves  as  practitioners 
here  will  have  to  follow  the  same  court  es  as  French  students, 
which  has  not  hitherto  been  the  case.  Foreign  students 
coming  here  to  study  pharmacy  or  chemistry  are  not  affected 
by  the  recent  decision,  but  their  number  is  very  limited. 

The  Alcohol  Question  is,  perhaps,  the  question  of  the 
day  in  France.  The  Chamber  of  Deputies  has  a  Bill  under 
discussion  for  preventing  adulteration  of  wine,  an  amend- 
ment to  which  is  being  considered  for  allowing  private 
persons  to  make  their  own  wine  from  raisins.  Last  Friday 
evening,  at  the  Hotel  des  Socie'ea  Savantes,  Paris,  Dr. 
Laborce,  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  read  a  paper  before 
the  Societe  de  Medicine  Publique,  reviewing  the  results  of 
his  researches  on  alcoholism  and  the  rectification  of  alcohol. 
Dr.  Laborde  reminded  his  audience  that  the  Society  had 
combated  for  many  years  the  harmfal  influence  of  alcohol, 
which,  he  said,  may  easily  result  in  the  "  moral  and  physical 
ruin  of  the  country."  He  added  that  he  has  proved  once 
again,  by  experiments  on  serpents,  &c,  the  poisonous  effects 
of  different  alcohols,  essences,  bouquets,  &c  The  harm,  he 
added,  consists  principally  in  the  use  of  alcohol  insufficiently 
rectified.  As  the  suppression  of  the  use  of  alcohol  is  out  of 
the  question,  the  real  solution,  in  his  opinion,  consists  in  a 
rectification  made  as  complete  as  possible.  He  spoke 
strongly  in  favour  of  a  State  monopoly  for  alcohol,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  meeting  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs. 
Bergeron,  Brouardel,  Duclaux,  and  other  leading  doctors, 
wasappcinted  to  submit  certain  proposals  to  the  committee 
of  the  French  Senate  that  has  the  alcohol  question  under 
consideration. 


foreign  ano  Colonial  Itewa* 


Patent  Medicines  in  Spain. — The  pharmacists  of  Spain 
have  been  rejoicing  in  the  success  of  their  efforts  in  op- 
posing the  new  laws  regarding  patent  medicines  which  were 
being  promoted  by  the  Medical  College  of  Madrid.  The 
College  of  Pharmacists  at  Barcelona  took  the  matter  up  with 
energy,  and  have  just  been  celebrating  the  triumph  by  en- 
tertaining at  a  grand  banquet  the  members  of  the  successful 
deputation  to  the  Cortes.  The  proposed  new  laws  would 
have  imposed  most  vexatious  restrictions  on  pharmacists. 

Opium  Monopoly  in  Northern  Pehsia. — The  Persian 
Government  have  given  Messrs.  Koussis  &  Theophilactos  (a. 
Greek  firm  under  Russian  protection)  a  monopoly  for  the 
purchase  and  working  of  all  the  olives  in  Northern  Persia. 
A  factory  is  now  in  course  of  erection.  The  machinery, 
mostly  English,  has  already  arrived  at  Ghilister,  in  the 
district  of  Ghilan,  where  the  factory  issiluated.  The  Greek  firm 
intend  to  manufacture  table  olive-oil  of  the  best  quality,  and 
also  to  manufacture  soap.  With  their  machinery  they  will 
fce  able  to  extract  tbe  whole  of  the  oil  from  the  olives, 
whereas  under  the  old  primitive  methods  a  great  deal  of 
oil  was  lost.    The  firm  intend  to  sell  the  oil  in  Russia,  where 


November  7,  1893 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


673 


Persian  produce  is  only  taxed  5  percent,  ai  valorem,  whereas 
European  products  pay  a  very  heavy  duty. 

Pharmacy  in  Japan  — Japan  boasts  of  a  Pharmaceutical 
Society  numbering  abcut  600  members.  It  was  founded  as 
the  "  Tokio  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  eighteen  years  ago  by 
a  small  band  of  students  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Section  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  Tokio,  and  at  first  much  en- 
thusiasm was  shown  for  it  in  Pharmaceutical  circles  of  the 
country.  Monthly  meetings  were  held,  and  a  jonrnal  was 
3tarted,  but  after  about  a  twelvemonth  the  interest  slackened, 
the  meetings  feel  in  arrear,  and  the  journal  was  discontinued. 
In  1881  a  few  pharmacists  attempted  to  revive  the  moribund 
society.  Its  name  was  altered  to  that  which  it  now  bears, 
and  the  constitution  revised,  and  from  that  time  onward  its 
career  has  been  one  of  incrpasing  prosperity.  The  journal 
was  floated  again,  and  in  1890  and  1893  the  Society  organised 
successful  Pharmaceutical  Exhibitions  at  Tokio.  The  name 
cf  the  Society  a  Journal  is  Yaku-gaku  Zis^hi,  and  the  number 
and  character  of  the  original  contributions  which  it  contains 
would  do  cradit  to  any  European  pharmaceutical  paper. 

"Cream  ob  "Extract''  of  Malt.— The  case  in  which 
Messrs.  W.  E  Smith  &  Co.,  chemists,  of  Madras,  were 
criminally  prosecuted  for  "  cheating  "  by  Mr  J.  H.  Webster, 
of  the  Telegraph  Depaitment,  for  supplying  a  bottle  of 
Kepler's  extract  instead  of  one  of  cream  of  malt,  was  brought 
to  a  close  at  the  Egmore  Police  Court,  Madras,  on  October  8. 
After  a  loDg  argument — in  which  two  of  the  defendants  said 
that  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  is  a  book  in  general  use 
amongst  chemists  and  is  regarded  as  an  authority  by  them, 
that  they  held  they  were  justified  in  pasting  a  manuscript 
label  over  the  firm's  label  on  a  proprietary  article,  when  that 
propiittary  article  formed  part  of  a  prescription,  and  that 
"cream"  and  "extract"  meant  the  same  thing — the  Magis- 
trate dismissed  the  case.  There  is  still  a  charge  of  "insult 
and  defamation  "  against  Messrs  Smith,  arising  out  of  some 
correspondence  they  had  with  Mr.  Webster  before  the  case 
came  into  court.  Messrs.  Smith's  counsel  said  that  his 
clients'  letter  was  provoked,  but  that  his  clients  were  sorry 
•for  the  expressioEComp'ainedof  therein, and  that  he  hoped  Mr. 
Webster  would  accept  this  assurance  and  apology  and  with- 
draw the  case  aga'nst  his  clients.  Mr.  Webster's  counsel 
answeied  that  he  required  tims  to  consider  the  matter,  and 
this  part  of  th?  case  was  farther  adjourned. 


Deaths. 

Baxter. — Mrs.  Baxter,  whose  death  at  Bromley,  Kent, 
was  announced  last  week,  was  the  mother  (not  the  wife)  of 
Mr.  William  Baxter,  of  Marlow,  Bucks. 

Franks  —  C  a  October  30,  Mr.  Alfred  Franks,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Ramsgate.    Aged  78 

Jenks  —On  October  30,  at  41  Tonsley  Place,  Wandsworth, 
Mr.  William  Jenks,  chemist  and  druggist.  The  deceased 
was  attached  to  the  dispensary  staff  at  St.  Bai  tholomew's 
Hospital,  a  position  he  had  occupied  for  many  yearj,  winning 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  colleagues  there. 

Mason. — A  cablegram  reached  us  from  New  York  on 
Tuesday  announcing  the  death  in  that  city,  on  the  previous 
day,  from  pneumonia,  of  Mr.  Alfred  Henry  Mason,  F.C.S. 
Mr.  Mason  was  so  well  known  to  members  of  the  drug-trade 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  that  the  announcement  of  his 
ifeath  will  come  as  a  sad  shook  to  very  many  circles  and 
individuals.  Ke  was  net  registered  as  a  chemist  in 
Great  Britain,  but  was  a  pharmaceutic il  chemist  of  Quebec. 
Born  at  Newcastle,  in  Staffordshire,  fifty-four  years 
ago,  he  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Marson  & 
Son,  of  Stafford.  Subsequently  he  managed  a  business  in 
Liverpool,  and  from  thence  he  passed  into  the  service  of 
Messrs.  Evans,  Son  &  Co.  He  filled  various  positions  in  that 
house  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  in  1884  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Montreal  as  the  manager  of  the  associated  firm  of 
Evans,  Mason  &  Co.  (Limited).  He  next  became  associated 
■with  Messrs.  Seabary  &  Johnson,  of  New  York,  and  from 
1389  to  the  end  of  1892  he  conducted  the  English  business 
of  that  firm.  In  the  beginnirg  of  1893  he  went  to  New 
York  to  undertake,  in  association  with  Mr.  Seabury  and  Mr 
J.  M.  Peters,  the  general  management  of  the  tunc  ess  there. 


inclading  the  manufacturing,  which  had  grown  with  extra- 
ordinary rapidity.  He  had  nob  since  returned  |to  this 
country.  Wherever  located — in  Liverpool,  Montreal,  London, 
and  New  York — Mr.  Mason  associated  himself  with,  and 
took  an  active  part  in,  the  work  of  the  pharmaceutical 
associations  of  the  city.  He  was  at  one  time  president  of 
the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  and  he  read  many 
papers  before  that  body.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
executive  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Trade  Association 
of  Great  Britain.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  Secretary  of  the 
New  York  College  of  Pharmacy.  In  London  be  was 
always    a   popular  chairman  cf  chemists'  smokiDg  con- 
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certs.  He  was  to  be  met  at  all  pharmaceutical  meetings, 
dinners,  entertainments,  and  discussions,  and  he  made  and 
kept  hundreds  of  warm  friends.  The  cordial  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  was  abundantly  evidenced  by  the  large 
gathering  of  wholesale  and  retail  pharmacists  who  joined  in 
giving  him  a  dinner  at  the  Cafe  Royal  to  bid  him  farewell 
and  God-speed  when  he  last  left  this  country  for  the  United 
States.  To  all  these,  and  to  many  others,  the  los3  of  this 
warm-hearted  and  versatile  friend  is  a  painful  experience, 
associated  with  keen  regret  that  a  life  which  always  seemed 
so  frill  of  activity  should  have  been  so  suddenly  cut  off. 
Mr.  Mason  leaves  a  widow,  a  son,  and  two  daughters. 

Pepper—  On  October  28,  ^  Eaten  Ledge,  St.  John's  Road, 
Ea=t  Patney,  John  Pepper,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  formerly 
of  Tottenham  Court  Road,  an  his  75th  year.  Mr.  Pepper 
was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Originally  in  the  retail  business  at  the  corner  of  Tottenham 
Court  R  ad  and  Bfdford  Street,  some  thirty  years  since,  he 
established  many  popular  specialities,  which  have  attained 
a  successful  reputation,  and  tended  to  make  the  late  Mr. 
Pepper's  name  well  known  throughout  the  trade.  Pepper's 
qu  nine  and  iron  was  probably  the  pioneer  of  the  many 
popular  medicines  cf  this  character.  His  business  was 
converted  into  a  limited  couipasj  some  years  ago. 

Sktrrow. — On  October  23,  Mr.  William  Skirrow,  chemist 
and  oruggist,  Eingley.    Aged  32  years. 

Stewaet  — On  October  20,  Mr.  Alfred  Stewart,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  Great  Yarmouth.    Aged  65. 

Turser — On  November  3,  at  12  Eedcliffe  Gardens,  South 
Kensington,  Dora  Isabel,  yonDgest  daughter  of  Edward 
Anstee  Turner,  chemist.  2S0  Fuiham  R:ad. 

Webb  — On  October  30,  at  the  Adelaide  Hospital,  Peter 
Street,  Dublin,  John  Webbj  raacagerfo  Hamilton,  Long  & 
Co.,  State  apothecirie?,  Lswer  Sackville  Street,  Dublin. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

ling,  ting,  ting,  ting, 
Ta,  ta,  ta,  ta, 

chimed  the  clock  when  Mr.  Walter  Hills  (President)  called 
the  meeting  to  order  on  Wednesday  morning.  The  time 
11 15,  and  sixteen  membera  present ;  but  afterwards  Messrs. 
Allen  and  Carteighe  appeared,  and  a  young  lady  peeped 
in,  mouse-like,  only  to  draw  back  in  horror  when  she  saw 
the  solemn  conclave  round  the  Council  tab'.e.  The  absentees 
were  Messrs.  Park  (Plymouth),  Johnston  (Aberdeen),  and 
Storrar  (Kirkcaldy).  The  business  of  the  day  was  not 
formidable,  and  began  with  condoling  references  to  the 
deaths  of  Baron  Sir  F.  von  Maeller  and  Dr.  Trimen,  corre- 
sponding members,  and  Dr.  Langdon  Down,  an  honorary 
member,  about  all  of  whom  the  President  spoke  feelingly. 
Mr.  Carteighe,  who  has  become  interestingly  reminiscent 
since  his  retirement  from  the  Presidential  chair,  told  how 
Dr.  Langdon  Down  had  been  nominated  an  honorary  member. 

The  finance  report  gives  us  no  fresh  feature  for  comment 
— "money  in  hand,  1482. ;  bills  due,  1,6502."  is  the  briefest 
way  of  putting  the  matter.  Nor  is  there  anything  novel  in 
the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee's  report.  Applications  for 
relief  are  painfully  numerous  and  inexpressibly  sad ;  and  all 
this  is  the  result  of  "  store  prices  "  we  are  told.  Subscrip- 
tions to  the  fund  are  urgently  needed,  and  Mr.  John 
Harrison,  the  Vice-President,  made  a  stirring  appeal  to  the 
trade  for  more  money. 

The  wrath  of  Mr.  Harnpson  was  poured  upon  Dr.  Paul  for 
daring  to  print  a  paragraph  regarding  the  pathetic  case  of 
the  widow  of  an  ex-examiner.  There  was  a  spasmodic 
twitching  of  the  left  eyelids  of  two  apostles  of  pharmacy, 
and  Mr.  Carte'ghe  played  the  part  of  mediator  to  perfec- 
tion. 

An  encouraging  report  was  made  of  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy, and  it  was  announced  amidst  much  appreciation  that 
Mr.  Carteighe  is  to  te  "  visitor  "  to  it — that  is  to  say,  ha  is 
to  be  go-between  for  Council  and  School  staff.  The 
Librarian's  report  showed  careful  management  of  his 
department,  only  two  books  being  missing — viz  ,  a  copy  of 
"The  Art  of  Dispensing"  and  one  of  Ince's  "  Latin  Gram- 
mar"— an  almost  excusab'e  peculation. 

The  failures  in  the  Minor  examination  last  month  were 
deplored  by  Mr.  Martindale  and  Mr.  Carteighe,  who  attribute 
them  entirely  to  candidates  going  up  unprepared ;  and  Mr. 
Carteighe  hinted  that  they  would  not  stop  until  candidates 
began  to  feel  ashamed  of  being  ploughed. 

A  Piesearch  report  was  submitted  which  was  very  formal, 
but  it  gave  Dr.  Symes  the  chance  of  condemning  as  inade- 
quate the  return  which  the  laboratories  had  furnished  for  the 
money  spent  on  them  by  the  Society.  "  Perhaps  we  may  be 
able  to  satisfy  you  this  year,"  is  the  essence  of  the  President's 
reply. 

Following  this  came  the  appointment  of  local  secretaries, 
and  some  references  to  the  First  or  Preliminary  examination, 
which  has  been  receiving  th9  serious  attention  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  since  Mr.  George  Coull  got  the 
Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  to  move  a  resolution 
condemning  the  present  examination.  Now  that  the  matter 
has  started,  it  is  likely  to  lead  to  large  and  important 
issues.  Sabjoined  is  our  reporter's  ac;ount  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 


LOfSES. 

After  the  minutes  were  signed,  the  President  expressed, 
on  behalf  of  the  Council,  the  sense  of  loss  which  the  Society 
had  suffered  through  the  deaths  of  Baron  Sir  Von  Maeller 
and  Dr.  Trimen,  corresponding  members,  who  had  been 
excellent  friends  of  the  Society.  He  also  referred  to  the 
death  of  Dr.  Langdon  Down,  an  honorary  member,  who  in 
his  early  days  was  a  distinguished  pupil  of  the  School  of 
Pharmacy,  and  had  sustained  his  connection  with  the  Society 
down  to  his  death.  He  proposed  that  a  letter  of  condolence 
should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Langdon  Down. 

Mr.  Atkins  wished  to  support  the  proposal.  He  made 
Dr.  Langdon  Down's  acquaintance  while  standing  at  Morson's 
case  of  chemicals  in  the  1851  Exhibition,  and  the  friendship 
then  started  had  been  maintained  through  Dr.  Langdon 
Down's  life.  There  was  not,  Mr.  Atkins  said,  a  professional 
man  in  London  more  loyal  to  the  Society  than  his  dead 
friend  had  been. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  that  he  and  Mr.  Bottle  were  the  only 
members  of  the  Council  who  were  on  it  in  1866  when  Dr. 
Langdon  Down  was  elected  an  honorary  member.  He  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  of  the  election,  Dr.  Langdon 
Down  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Orridge,  not  because  the 
doctor  had  done  original  work  ia  chemistry,  botany,  and 
materia  medica,  but  because  he  had  been  a  distinguished 
pupil  of  the  School,  and  in  going  into  the  medical  world 
Mr.  Orridge  thought  that  the  doctor's  connection  with  the 
Society  should  be  retained.  Mr.  Carteighe  spoke  feelingly 
of  Dr.  Langdon  Down's  personal  characteristics,  especially 
his  charitable  nature,  adding  that  he  was  one  of  the 
handsomest  and  manliest  men  in  London. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FiNAKCE. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  report  submitted  by  the 
Finance  Committee : — 

General  Fund—  £    s.  .?. 

Balance,  September  30  ,.  ..  ,..  1,019  16  13 
Receipts  during  October   2,089   6  1 

3,1C9  2  11 

Paid  during  October     ..       ..  ..    2  930  IS  7 


148   3  4 

Now  required  for  current  expenses,  4c.     •«    1,650  11  11 


DeSciency   ».    1,512  8  7 

Benevolent  Fund  and  Donation  Accounts- 
Balance,  September  31   1,651  0  0 

Rec:ipts  in  October    ,.      793  0  0 

2,444  0  D 

Paid  in  October   ..       ..       ..       .,'      ..      614  0  0 


1,830  0  0 


Of  this  sum  1,4083.  is  on  the;  Donation  Account  solely,  and  is 
waiting  for  investment. 

The  Orphan  Fand  balance  stands  at  782. 

The  payments  required  from  the  General  Fund  account 
include  cost  of  producing  the  Journal,  salaries,  current,  ex- 
penses, repairs,  taxes,  &c. 

The  President  said  there  was  nothing  unusual  about;  the 
report,  except  that  they  had  received  4503  for  the  Benevolent 
Fund  from  the  estate  ot  the  late  Mr.  George  Dudgeon,  of 
Nottingham,  who  left  5003  for  this  purpose.  He  hoped  this 
good  example  would  be  followed  by  others.  He  also  men- 
tioned with  gratification  subscriptions  of  33.  16s.  6d.  from 
the  Brighton  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  33.  3s.  from  the 
Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Association,  and  53.  5s.  from 
Mr.  White,  an  examiner. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Benevolent  Fund. 
The  committee  reported  on  ten  cases  which  they]  had 
considered,  and  one  only  was  declined  relief.    Four  grants 
of  133.  each,  one  of  123,   and  four  of  103.  each  t were 
recommended. 

•    The  Vice  President,  >'n  moving  the  adoption  of  this 
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report,  said  he  did  so  with  some  sense  of  responsibility. 
The  number  of  applications  was  larger  than  usual,  and  tbeir 
characteristics  phenomenal.  Tbree  of  the  applicants  were 
widows,  whose  average  age  was  64,  and  they  all  got  grants. 
Five  men  also  received  relief.  Each  case  was  distressing 
and  heartrending.  One  man  was  83,  and  had  struggled 
along  in  face  of  competition  and  blindness  until  now  he 
was  compelled  to  give  up  his  shop.  Another  was  also 
nearly  blind,  and  though  not  so  old,  be  was  as  deserving  of 
lelief.  What  the  committee  had  granted  these  and  others 
would  serve  to  keep  them  without  poor-law  assistance. 
These  were  most  distressing  cases,  and  he  felt  sure  that  if 
he  could  state  the  full  particulars  the  trade  would  see  to 
what  good  use  subscriptions  were  put.  He  appealed  for 
immediate  response  in  this  matter,  pointing  oat  that  that 
day  they  were  paying  10U.  in  grants,  which  would  leave 
them  with  402Z.  in  hand  to  meet  the  annuity  payments  of 
605Z.  at  the  end  of  December.  He  liked  to  see  legacies 
coming  in,  but  he  valued  more  highly  subscriptions  given 
by  chemists  in  their  lifetime.  Moreover,  legacies  and  dona- 
tions had,  by  the  rules,  to  be  added  to  the  capital  account, 
while  subscriptions  could  be  used  at  once,  and  it  was  these 
that  he  appealed  for. 

Mr.  Hampson  :  Without  making;  myself  a  bore,  I  wish  to 
call  at'entton  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Phar- 
maceutical Journal  singling  out  a  particular  annuity  candi- 
date for  the  support  of  the  members.  That  is  very  wrong, 
and  I  hope  it  will  not  occur  again. 

Mr.  Bottle  :  What  is  referred  to  by  the  Treasurer? 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  that  the  Treasurer  had  made  his 
protest,  and  it  would  frustrate  his  purpose  if  the  matter 
were  discussed.  Entirely  out  of  charitable  feeling  the 
editor  had  printed  a  paragraph  referring  to  the  distressing 
circumstances  of  a  case  referred  to  at  the  last  meeting. 
This  was  in  the  nature  of  an  advertisement,  and,  of  course, 
they  all  felt  that  there  was  only  one  place  in  an  official  journal 
where  advertisements  should  appear — viz  ,  in  the  advertise- 
ment pages. 

The  matter  then  dropped,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

House  Matters. 

The  Library,  &c,  Committee  reported  that  fifty-six 
students,  inclusive  of  the  Bell  and  Redwood  scholars,  had 
entered  the  School  of  Pharmacy  this  session.  Mr.  Carteighe 
has  been  appointed  visitor  to  the  School  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  and  the  Dean  has  been  asked  to  submit  reports  of 
all  meetings  of  the  staff  to  the  Council.  Mr.  Carteighe  has 
agreed  to  submit  a  draft  of  regulations  for  the  Burroughs 
scholarship  to  the  next  meeting.  The  Librarian  and 
Curator  leported  on  their  departments. 

The  President  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  so  many 
students  had  entered  the  School,  and  hoped  that  next  year 
even  more  would  enter  for  the  elementary  coarse.  He  was 
glad  that  Mr.  Carteighe  had  agreed  to  act  as  visitor,  and 
pointed  out  that  this  new  office  would  bring  the  Council 
into  closer  touch  with  the  School. 

Mr.  Hampson  considered  that  the  most  interesting  thiDg 
in  the  report,  and  was  quite  sure  that  it  heralded  a  new  era 
in  pharmaceutical  education.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  must 
not  allow  the  old  state  of  things  to  grow  up  again — (hear, 
hear)— but  must  make  the  School  a  pattern,  and  education  a 
matter  of  conscience. 

Mr.  Atkins  expressed  similar  views,  and  laid  emphasis 
upon  the  Council's  obligation  to  Mr.  Carteighe  in  undertaking 
the  duties. 

Mr.  Carteighe  (touched  by  Mr.  Atkins's  feeling  and 
eloquent  sentences)  p'eaded  that  the  office  was  really  a 
presidential  one ;  but  they  could  not  expect  a  president  to 
do  everything,  so  he  merely  tried  to  relieve  him  of  some  of 
the  work. 

"  I  am  obliged,"  said  the  President.  He  added  that  the 
office  was  not  at  all  created  as  a  mark  of  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  staff,  and  he  was  sure  that  Mr.  Carteighe's 
tact  would  show  that  the  office  was  entirely  for  the  good  of 
the  School.    (Hear,  hear  ) 

Examination  s. 

Examined  Pcssel  Fa'lcd 
Major  (Edinburgh)    ..3                 0  3 

Minor  (Edinburgh)  118  51  67 

First  examiuatioa     ..      330  162  163 


Ten  certificates  were  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  First  examina- 
tion. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Boards  of  Examiners  should  meet 
to  conduct  the  oral  parts  of  the  Major  and  Minor  examina- 
tions in  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  1897. 

Mr.  Bateson  called  atteotion  to  the  expense  of  examin- 
ing three  Major  candidates  in  Edinburgh,  all  of  whom 
failed.  He  said  that  was  a  big  loss  to  the  Society,  and  the 
candidates  should  have  been  examined  in  London.  It  would 
have  paid  the  Society  to  pay  their  fares. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  that  Mr.  Biteson  was  under  a  mis- 
apprehension :  the  Major  examination  was  conducted  at  the 
same  time  as  the  Minor.  He  was  happy  to  see  that  the 
number  \va9  increasing,  andpoin'ed  out  that  the  conditions 
of  both  Boards  were  now  identical. 

During  a  brief  conversation  which  followed,  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  candidates  had  to  be  examined  where  they 
chose- -in  Edinburgh  or  London. 

Mr.  Martindale  deplored  the  terrible  number  of  failures. 
I  do  hope,  he  said,  that  candidates  will  take  a  lesson  and 
not  come  up  so  unprepared.  The  practice  of  entering 
before  candidates  are  ready  seems  to  be  characteristic  of 
English  students,  and  is  as  true  of  the  medical  as  of  phar- 
maceutical examinations.  It  i3  not  so  in  Germany,  where 
not  10  per  cent,  fail  in  the  pharmaceutical  examinations. 

Mr.  Carteighe  :  I  quite  agree,  and  hope  that  ere  long 
candidates  will  feel  that  it  is  a  disgrace  to  be  ploughed. 
Until  they  feel  so,  and  the  system  of  trying-on  ceases,  we 
shall  have  these  large  failures. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Research. 

The  President  reported  that  certain  members  of  the 
Research  Committee  and  Professor  Dunstan  had  met  on 
October  6  and  agreed  upon  a  report,  of  which  the  subjoined 
is  an  abstract : — 

DariDg  the  session  there  were  eleven  workers  in  the 
Laboratory,  including  the  Demonstrator,  Salters'  Fellow,  and 
Rsdwood  Scholar.  The  aconite  alkaloids  occupied  a  large 
share  of  attention.  The  working  expenses  have  again  been 
defrayed  by  a  grant  from  the  Government  Fund  for  Scientific 
Research,  and  much  of  the  material  used  was  collected  and 
forwarded  by  the  Government  of  India  at  the  instance  of  the 
Scientific  Department  of  the  Imperial  Institute.  From  the 
same  source  material  has  been  provided  for  an  examination 
of  the  constituents  of  Podophyllum  peltatum  and  Podo- 
phyllum, Emodi,  and  of  the  alkaloids  of  the  opium  produced 
in  India.  Pure  specimens  of  a  number  of  alkaloids  and  other 
compounds  were  supplied  for  physiological  and  therapeutical 
inquiries  to  Dr.  Burdon  Sanderson  F.RS  ;  Dr.  Waller, 
F  R  S. ;  Dr.  Cash,  F  R  S. ;  Dr.  H.  W.  G.  Mackenzie  ;  and  Dr. 
T.  G.  Brodie.  Six  papers  were  published  during  the  session. 
The  grant  of  150Z.*  made  by  the  Council  of  the  Society  ha* 
been  expended  in  the  following  manner  :— 

£ 

Stipends  "of  Demonstiator  and  assistants  ..  SO 
Laboratory  attendant  ..  ..  .,  ..  . .  Z\ 
Petty  expenses  and  materials   36 

A  second  volume  of  papers  from  the  Research  Laboratory, 
edited  by  the  Director,  has  been  printed,  and  the  committee 
suggested  that  copies  should  be  supplied  to  members  of  the 
Society  on  application  to  the  Secretary. 

Dr.  Symes  said  the  report  confirmed  bis  views  that  th6 
Research  Laboratory  had  done  little  for  the  advancement  of 
pharmacy.  From  beginning  to  end  the  work  accomplished 
was  an  inadequate  return  for  the  large  expenditure  which 
the  Cooncil  had  made  upon  it,  and  in  comparison  with  the 
really  useful  work  which  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference got  from  its  comparatively  small  expenditure  on 
research,  the  return  which  their  laboratory  gave  them  had 
little  relation  to  the  money  expended  He  did  not  wish  to 
reflect  unduly  upon  those  concerned  in  the  matter,  but  he 
hoped  that  the  work  done  would  be  done  in  association 
with  the  School  Laboratory,  and  that  it  would  be  of  greater 
pharmaceutical  interest.  He  did  not  think  that  the  Research 
Laboratory  was  dead. 

The  President  said  that  several  good  applications  had 


*  The  Professor  of  Chemistry's  stipend  as  director  of  the  Laboratory 
(200/.)  was  in  addition  to  this  sum. 
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been  received  for  the  Salters'  scholarship,  and  the  name  of 
one  gentleman  had  been  submitted  to  the  Salters'  Company. 
As  the  court  of  the  company  did  not  meet  until  next  day, 
he  would  reserve  their  decision  until  the  December  meeting 
Referring  to  Dr.  Symei's  remarks,  he  said  that;  they  were 
largely  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  he  would  not  discuss  them 
in  detail  then,  but  he  hopad  that  the  work  done  in  their 
Research  Laboratory  would  be  such  as  would  meet  the  views 
of  all  of  them.    (Hear,  hear.) 

PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION. 

It  was  agreed  to  offer  the  superintendence  of  the  Pre- 
liminary examination  to  the  local  secretaries  at  the  under- 
mentioned towns,  except  Edinburgh  and  London.  The  table 
is  a  report  submitted  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Council,  and  it 
shows  the  attendance  of  candidates  at  these  centres  during 
the  past  three  years : — 


Centres 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Birmingham  

Brighton  

Bristol  

Cambridge 
Canterbury      . . 

Cardiff  

Carlisle  

Carmarthen 

Carnarvon   

Cheltenham 
Darlington 

Exeter  

Hull   

Lancaster   

Leeds   

Lincoln  . .   

Liverpool   

London  . .   

Manchester 

Newcastle 

Northampton 

Norwich  

Nottingham 

Oxford  , 

Penzance 

Peterborough 

Plymouth 

Sheffield  

Shrewsbury 
Southampton 

York   

SCOTLAND 

Aberdeen  

Dundee 

Edinburgh   

Glasgow..   , 

Inverness  


1£94 

1895 

1896 

Total  at 
Twelve 
Examinations 

90 

67 

85 

242 

16 

18 

2? 

56 

3-i 

26 

29 

93 

18 

13 

27 

58 

17 

6 

10 

33 

36 

40 

32 

108 

£4 

40 

41 

135 

36 

40 

50 

126 

26 

15 

20 

61 

12 

11 

10 

33 

28 

26 

18 

72 

19 

15 

22 

56 

22 

25 

36 

83 

13 

24 

26 

63 

61 

69 

84 

214 

19 

17 

20 

56 

58 

76 

72 

206 

169 

154 

121 

444 

131 

125 

138 

39; 

47 

67 

72 

176 

14 

13 

31 

£ 

20 

18 

72 

57 

52 

47 

156 

9 

20 

17 

46 

14 

13 

12 

39 

14 

27 

9 

60 

24 

11 

14 

49 

28 

24 

16 

63 

18 

22 

25 

65 

44 

39 

31 

114 

24 

29 

18 

71 

60 

53 

69 

182 

43 

31 

42 

116 

111 

106 

136 

353 

92 

73 

106 

271 

2,8 

16 

18 

62 

Examinations  are  held  once  a  year  at  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man 
(6),  Guernsey  (5),  Jersey  (3),  and  Kirkwall  (6).  The  figures 
in  parentheses  show  how  many  have  attended  at  three 
examinations. 

It  was  also  agreed  in  regard  to  accep'ance  of  certificates 
to  make  the  conditions  read — 

The  Boards  of  Examiners  are  empowered  to  acc?pt  in  lien  of  the  First 
examination  of  the  Society  a  certifiea'e  of  having  passe  1  at  one 
examination  the  compulsory  subjects  of  any  one  of  the  following 
examinations  provided  Latin,  arithmetic,  and  English  were  in- 
cluded in  the  subjects  of  the  examination  for  which  the  certificate 
was  granted 

The  words  in  italics  are  new. 

The  reference  of  the  Scotch  Executive's  resolution  regard- 
ing the  First  examination  had  been  considered,  and  the 
matter  adjourned.  On  account  of  this  matter  being  under 
consideration  the  Tasmanian  Pharmacy  Board's  application 
to  have  its  certificate  recognised  was  shelved  pending 
decision  by  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  next  subject  was 

Local  Secretaries. 
In  submitting  the  list  drafted  by  the  Committee,  the 
President  deplored  the  apathy  in  legard  to  pharmaceuti- 
cal matters  in  certain  towns,    No  returns  had  been  re- 
ceived from  forty- six  English,  sixteen  Sjoteh,  and  seven 


Welsh  towns.  There  might  be  reasonable  excuses  in 
some  cases,  such  as  satisfaction  with  the  present  secre- 
taries, but  he  feared  real  apathy  in  most  of  them,  and 
if  that  continued  he  thought  they  should  make  no  appoint- 
ments in  those  cases  where  returns  were  not  sent  in.  He- 
also  mentioned  that  four  local  secretaries  are  retiring  this 
year — Mr.  George Rimmington,  Bradford;  Mr.  Blane,  Bolton  ; 
Mr.  Stiond,  Bristol ;  and  Mr.  Slinn,  Gloucester.  He  thanked 
these  gentlemen  for  their  services. 

Mr  Cross  hoped  that  a  searching  and  careful  inquiry 
would  be  made  before  any  of  the  towns  were  disfranchised. 
He  believed  that  the  lack  of  returns  were  due  to  two 
causes.  First,  the  change  of  the  centres  owing  to  the 
Local  Government  Act  having  altered  the  electoral  districts. 
Probably  some  of  the  chemists  in  the  new  districts  were  not 
quite  in  touch  with  each  other.  Second,  some  of  the 
members  wouli  consider  the  appointment  of  local  secretary 
a  foregone  conclusion.  Apart  from  these  facts,  he  re- 
gretted to  say  that  in  some  of  the  districts  which  sent  in  no 
leturns  the  Society  was  dead.  They  received  from  them  no 
Benevolent  Fund  subscriptions,  and  nothicg  was  done  to 
show  that  the  Society's  interests  were  looked  after.  This 
was  a  serious  matter,  and,  in  the  event  of  a  call  to  arms,  it 
would  be  lamentable  if  there  was  no  response. 

Mr.  Atkins  spoke  of  the  splendid  work  which  Mr.  Stroud 
had  done  for  the  Society  in  Bristol,  and  after  a  word  from 
Mr.  Carteighe  the  report  was  adopted,  the  Council  ahe- 
agreeing  to  the  appointment  of  assistant  local  secretaries. 

This  was  all  the  public  business. 


THE  FIR3T  EXAMINATION. 
The  Registrar  supplies  us  with  the  list  of  candidates  who- 
were  successful  at  the  First  examination  held  on  Ostober  13. 
As  stated  above,  330  candidates  were  examined,  168  failed, 
and  the  following  162  passed: — 

Abel,  Edward  Thomas,  Minera  ,   Goodyer,  William,  Weston 

Allen,  Benjamin  George,  Oxford  !  Graham,  Robert,  Gateshead-on-Tyne 
Anderson,  David,  Penieuiek  Grandison,  David  O.,  Dunfermline 

Arnott,  William  Patrick,  Kirkcaldy      Gray,  Alexander,  London 


Bannerman,  George,  Inverness 
Billings,  Marian  Janet,  Cheltenham 
Boultbee,  Charles  Edward,  Suttou 
Bowerbank,  Fred  T.,  Penrith 
Brown,  Charles  S.,  St.  Andiews 
Brjce,  Adam  Whiteford,  Lanark 
Buckley,  George  Herbert,  Cherter 
Burn,  Bertram  William,  Morpeth 
Burn,  Mordey,  Manchester 
Burr,  William  W.,  Southborough 
Baswell,  Thomas  H.,  Lutterworth 
Castle,  William  John,  Birkenhead 
Challens,  Arthur  R.,  Yardley 
Clark,  Charles,  Kirkcaldy 
Clark,  John  Barton,  London 
Clayton,  James,  Gt.  Harwood 
Cock,  Alfred  Percy,  Appledore 
Cook,  Charles  Henry,  Horsell 
Cook,  William,  Motherwell 
Cottle,  Charles  James,  Newferry 
Cowan,  Austin  William,  Meifod 
Crofts,  Albert  Wood,  Hinckley 
Cross,  Henry  Ernest,  Tlymouth 
Cross,  John  William,  Bedford 
Culverhouse,  Albert  H.,  Colchester 
Cumber,  Joseph  Johu,  Guernsey 
Davies,  Hugh,  Wrexham 
Davies,  William,  Birkenhead 
Dent,  John  Stephenson,  Horn?ea 
Draper,  Elizi  Frances,  London 
Drynan,  John  Forgie,  Carluke 
Egerton,  William,  Claughton 
Evans,  John  Owen  Chapeltown 
Ewbank,  John,  Liverpool 
Fell,  Harry  Fercival,  Woodley 
Fenton,  Samuel  Gray,  London 
Fielden,  Jaires,  Hochdale 
Francis,  Alan,  London 
Francis,Eeginald  J.  ,LeamingtonSpa 
Gale,  William  Edward,  Lkley 
Garvie,  James,  Bo'ness 
Geary,  James  Herbert,  Croydon 


Grennan,  Edward  Shedrick,  Lincoln 
Grimwade,  Edward  E.,  Colchester 
Hadfield,  Sidney  Herbert,  Preston 
Hamnett,  John  William,  Blackpool 
Hancock,  Herbert  A.,  Cambridge 
Harris,  Frederick  E.,  Cambridge 
Hay,  James,  Banff 
Heywood,  Fred,  Heywood 
High,  Henry,  Bishop  Auckland 
Hindley,  Frank  L„  Forest  Hill 
Hobson,  Charles  Harry,  Shildon 
Hodgson,  John  William,  Lancaster 
Holmes,  Ralph  Michel],  Tiverton 
Holt,  John  Bowler,  Manchester 
Horniblow,  Kate  Nellie,  Charlbury 
Howat,  John,  Thornhill 
Hume,  Robert  Marshall,  Duns 
Hume,  Thomas  Andrew,  Glasgow 
Irvine,  Lottie,  Muthill 
Johnstone,  Richard,  Townhead 
Jolly,  Charles  Stewart,  Montrose 
Jones,  Benjamin  Saunders,  Crewe 
Jones,  Charles,  Bury 
Kent,  Frank  Stephen,  Hastings 
Kerr,  James  William  L-,  Greenock 
Kerr,  Malcolm,  Saltcoats 
Leigh,  William  Hamer,  Bolton 
Lewis,  Ernest  S ,  Bishop's  Castle 
Lewis,  Robert  Alun,  Llangollen 
Lord,  Netbie,  Forest  Hill 
McHardy,  Alexander,  Aberdeen 
Mackenzie,  Alister  Thomas,  Aluess 
McLaren,  Alexander  K.,  Motherwell 
McLellan,  John  T.,  Kirkintilloch 
McMeekin,  Thomas,  Airdrie 
Makepeace,  Harold  E.,  London 
Manfull,  Claud,  Nottingham 
Marr,  Archibald,  Auchmill 
Martin,  Frederick  John,  Belfast 
Maxwell,  William,  Kelso 
Mendry,  Murdo,  Forres 
Michle;  James  A..  Aberdeen 
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Mitchell,  Godfrey  T.,  AccriDgtnu 
Morrison,  David  Rae,  Dalbeattie 
Morton,  Gavin,  Edinburgh 
Moss,  Edgar,  Bur*lcm 
.Murray,  David  Moore,  Heworth 
Niven,  Andrew  Mackay,  Aberdeen 
Noble,  Sain.  Atkinson,  Huddersfield 
North,  Donald,  Leeds 
Oldham,  John  Joseph,  Preston 
Paisley,  Scott,  Langholm 
Fallot,  Albert  Joseph,  Cardiff 
Pa terson,  Andrew  H.,  Musselburgh 
Perkins,  Reginald  William,  Stafford 
Peters,  William  Harold,  Breaston 
Phillips,  George  W.,  Cemmaes 
Piatt,  Edward  Norman,  Shaw 
Prevell,  William,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Prosser,  David  Arthur,  Sheerness 
Pugb,  John  Charles,  Aberystwith 
Ramsay,  William  Fyfe  C,  Forfar 
Rayner,  Edith,  Holloway 
Reeves,  Horace,  Cheltenham 
Heid,  Alexander  S.,  South  Shields 
.Reynolds,  Jesse  M.  T.,  Barnsley 
Richards,  David  T.,  St.  Clears 
Richards,  John  Brooker,  Macclesfield 
Robinson,  Hilda,  Birmingham 
Ross,  John  Pitkethly,  Montrose 
Sambrook,  John  Thomas,  Monmouth 
Samways,  William  E.,  Gillingham 
Gaunders,  Alfred,  Dumbarton 
Savage,  Francis  0.,  Birmingham 
Sawyer,  Albert  Ernest,  Wrentham 
Shand,  Adam  Leslie  W.,  Aberdeen 
Siggers,  Clement.  Colchester 
Simon,  William  Leslie,  Chester 


Smith,  James,  Carlis'e 
Smith,  Robert  F.,  Hartlepool 
Smith,  Roderick,  Liverpool 
Spence,  Robert  A.,  Dumfries 
Steel,  Thomas  Wardtop,  Galston 
Stewart,  George  T„  New  Scone 
Stewart,  James  Crai?,  Edinburgh 
SioJdart,  Marcus,  Selkirk 
Stork,  Percy  Beal,  Horn' fa 
Sutherland,  James  Durie,  Arbroath 
Swanson,  Jobn,  Thurso 
Swinn,  Robert  Fred,  Manchester 
Thomas,  William  I.-aac,  Abergele 
Thomson,  Alexander,  Aberfeldy 
Thomley,  Nathan.  Radcliffe 
Tozer,  Eruest  Alfred,  Bo-combe 
Tremlett,  Percival  G.,  Portsmouth 
Trott,  Edward  Henry,  Eolton 
Turner,  John  William,  Wanstead 
Venablcs,  Edith  Wood,  London 
Vincent,  Mary,  London 
Walmsley,  James  Edgar,  Halifax 
Weddle,  William  Gardner,  Liverpool 
Weller  Cecil,  High  Wycombe 
Welsh,  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Welton,  Charles  Henry,  Coventry 
White,  Thomas  K.,  Glasgow 
Wilbourne,  Ernest  Wardman,  Huci- 

nall  Hothwaite 
William?,  David  Thomas,  Chest  r 
Williams,  William  Robert,  Cardiff 
Willis,  Alfred  J„  New  Brompton 
Wilson,  Frank,  Sunderland 
Wis",  Guy  William,  Watford 
Withers,  Arnold  Bertram,  Walsall 


Zfoe  Winter  Sesaioru 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION". 
The  meeting  of  this  Association  la^t  week  was  dsvoted  to 
short  papers.    It  proved  a  profitable  evening.    Mr.  Cnatles 
Morley  presided.    Subjoined  are  abstracts  of  the  communi- 
caticns. 

A  Simple  Method  fob  Obtaining  a  Low  Temperature. 
By  C.  Edward  Sage,  F.U.S. 

This  simple  apparatus  is  useful  for  observing  the  behaviour 
of  oils  and  fatty  acids  at  a  low  temperature.  By  it  one  can 
reduce  the  temperature  of  a  sample  in  a  very  shoit  time  ; 
but  it  may  also  be  used  for  other  purposes.  A  6-oz  wide- 
niouthed  flask  or  bottle  is  fitted  with  a  good  cork  which 
is  to  be  pierced  with  tbree  holes,  one  large  enough  to  admit  a 
test  tube,  the  other  two  for  tbe  admission  of  glass  tubes.  The 
inlet  tube  (.?)  passes  to  the  bottom  of  the  flask,  and  the  exit 


one  passes  only  a  short  distance  through  the  cork.  The  flask 
is  partially  filled  with  ether,  and  the  sample  to  be  examined 
is  placed  in  the  test  tube  together  with  a  thermometer.  Air 
ia  now  forced  into  the  flask  by  the  inlet  tube  and  made  to 
bubble  through  the  ether,  whereby  it  exposes  a  large  surface 
for  evapora  iou.and  as  this  takes  place  very  rapidly  the  hea'i 
absorbed  soon  reduces  the  temperature  of  the  sample.  In- 
stead of  forcing  air  through  the  inlet  tube  the  exit  (a)  rury  be 


attached  to  a  Sprengel  pump  acd  ths  air  sucked  through. 
To  prevent  waste  of  ether  it  is  preferable  to  attach  the  exit 
tube  to  a  conderser  through  which  wattr  is  run,  and  to 
wash  the  air  sucked  through  by  means  of  cold  water  in  a 
wash  bottle;  this  water  will  on  subsequent  warming  yield  a 
small  quantity  of  ether,  but  the  larger  proportion  is  kept  back 
by  the  condenser.  The  author  has  found  no  difficulty  in 
maintaining  a  temperature  of  —  1  to  —5°  C.  for  a  long  period 
e  ven  during  tbe  hottest  weather,  and  ice  may  be  formed  in  a 
few  minutes  with  the  expenditure  of  very  little  ether. 

Mr.  Stevens  suggested  the  use  of  volatile  hydrocarbons  of 
low  boiling-print  such  as  g.'siline,  as  being  cheaper  than 
ether,  and  Mr.  Sage  replied  that  a  mixture  of  carbon 
disulphide  and  ether  had  also  been  recommended,  but  its 
odour  was  decidedly  objectionable. 

Fluid  Extracts. 

Mr.  W.  A.  J0NE3  pointed  out  that  the  B  P.  methods  of 
making  liquid  extracts  are  capable  of  improvement,  and  the 
Addendum  shows  signs  of  movement  in  that  direction.  He 
prefers  the  U.S. P.  process,  and  spoke  well  of  repercolation, 
insisting,  however,  on  three  points  necessary  for  success — 
v'z,,  (i)  the  disintegrated  drug  should  not  contain  too  much 
dust,  (2)  too  much  menstruum  should  not  be  used  in  damp- 
ing the  drug,  and  (3)  the  damped  drug  should  be  carefully 
packed  in  the  percolator.  Speaking  of  waste  of  spirit,  he 
recommended  for  the  recovery  of  what  is  in  the  marc, 
pressure  in  the  case  of  proof  spirit,  and  distillation  when 
it  is  strong  spirit. 

A  brief  and  unimportant  discussion  followed.  Mr.  Robin- 
son read  the  following 

Dispensing  Notes. 

In  dispensing  the  following  prescription — 

Resorcin  3D  gr. 

Ammoniated  mercury     . .       . .       . .       . .    25  gr. 

White  vaseline      ..       ..       ..       ..       ..     2  oz. 

—  it  is  possible,  by  adopting  different  methods,  to  obtain 
two  ointments  which,  after  being  kept  a  little  time,  will 
vary  much  in  appearance.  Most  dispensers,  without  pre- 
vious experience  of  this  ointment,  would  probably  rub  down 
the  ammoniated  mercury  with  a  little  oil  and  mix  with  part 
of  the  vaseline,  and  then  dissolve  ths  resorcin  in  a  few  drops 
of  S.V.R.,  and  incorporate  with  the  remainder  of  the 
vaseline  before  finally  mixing  together.  If  this  is  done, 
the  ointment  obtained  after  a  few  days  shows  signs  of  be- 
coming blue,  and  after  some  time  turns  deep  indigo  bine. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  resorcin  is  finely  powdered,  and 
no",  dissolved,  the  ointment  remains  white. 

The  President  considered  it  to  be  bad  pharmacy  to 
make  a  solution  of  such  substances  as  resorcin  before  adding 
them  to  an  ointment.  The  resorcin  had  evidently  crystal- 
lised out  from  the  sample  shown.  He  also  inquired  whether 
the  colouration  could  be  due  to  iron. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Hill  did  not  agree  with  rubbing  down  sub- 
stances like  resorcin  with  a  solvent.  Water  and  spirit  did 
not  mix  well  with  paraffin  basis,  and  the  product  was  not  to 
smooth  as  without  them. 

Mr.  Mookd  (Secretary)  asked  if  Mr  Robinson  had  tried  if 
the  colouring-substance  was  removed  by  washing  the  oint- 
ment with  water. 

Mr.  Robinson  replied  that  he  had  always  mixed  the  oint- 
ment with  a  horn  spatula  Tbe  sample  before  tbe  meeting 
had  been  prepared  about  six  months.  It  commenced  to 
develop  colour  in  a  day  or  two,  and  slowly  increased  in  depth. 
Now  it  was  a  deep  indigo  blue. 

The  President  having  invited  members  to  discuss  any 
dispensing  difficulties  they  might  have  had  recently, 

Mr.  Sowden  said  he  had  noticed  that  a  mixture  containing 
liquid  extract  of  cinchona  vatied  very  much  when  dispensed 
at  different  establishments.  A  common  rule  was  to  mix  all 
the  ingredients  of  the  prescription  except  the  cinchona, 
nearly  till  the  bottle  with  menstruum,  then  add  the  cinchona, 
cork,  and  shake.  By  this  method  a  thick,  curdy,  objfetion- 
able  mixture  was  pro3uced.  It  was  better  to  mix  the 
cinchona  with  at  least  half  the  menstruum,  dissolve  any  salts 
required  in  the  other  half,  and  mix. 

Mr.  Robinson  said  th-it  the  liquid  extract,  prepared 
strictly  according  to  the  official  method,  made  a  bright  mix- 
ture when  diluted  with  wa'.er. 
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Mr.  Makepeace  asked  if  anyone  could  explain  the 
following : — 

Lin.  potass,  iodicl.  ..   ■       ..  Siss. 

01.  pini  sylvest.     ..       ..'      ..       ..       ..  Sss. 

When  these  are  mixed  the  preparation  becomes  granular, 
and  iodine  is  finally  liberated. 

Mr.  Moeley  asked  whether  a  little  free  alkali  prevented 
the  liberation  of  the  iodine. 

Mr.  Moobe  inquired  whether  Mr.  Makepeace  employed 
so-called  ol.  pini  sylrestris — an  admittedly  factitious  sub- 
stance— or  ol.  pini  pumilionis,  which  was,  he  believed, 
often  dispensed  when  the  former  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Makepeace  replied  that  a  few  drops  of  liq.  potas.'se 
did  not  prevent  the  decomposition.  He  employed  a  sub- 
stance labelled  ol.  pini  sylvestris,  sent  out  by  a  good  firm. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 
London  Section. 
The  session  opened  on  Monday  evening  with  a  very  full 
gathering  at  Burlington  House,  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Dr.  Kudolf  Messel.  Eminent  agriculturists  and  learned 
professors,  seed-growers — like  the  Messrs  Suttons,  of  Reading 
— and  artificial-manure  manufacturers  were  represented  in 
full  force  ;  and  tbere  were  also  present  several  members  of 
the  New  York  Section,  to  whom  a  hearty  welcome  had 
already  been  given  at  the  Chemical  Industry  Club  dinner. 
The  subject  of  the  evening  was 

MTBAGIN. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Voelckeb,  chemist  to  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Society,  was  the  author  of  the  paper.  The  investigations 
which  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  nitragin  were  com- 
menced by  a  Dutch  chemist,  and  continued  in  the  labora- 
tories of  Messrs.  Meister  Lucius  &  Briining,  at  Hochst  am 
Main,  and  have  extended  over  a  period  from  ten  to  thirteen 
years.  Leguminous  plants  were  the  subject  of  these  experi- 
ments, and  certain  bacteria  growing  on  the  roots  thereof, 
have  been  found  to  favour  the  growth  of  the  plant.  The 
results  of  the  experiments  have  on  the  whole  been  en- 
couraging. Mr.  Townsend,  of  Shrewsbury,  has  given 
much  attention  to  the  matter,  and  has  microscopically 
differentiated  the  various  bacteria  which  produce  results 
upon  the  various  varieties  of  Leguminosw,  and  he  made  a 
numbered  drawing,  giviDg  what  might  be  called  the  root- 
idea  of  each  variety,  to  the  extent  of  sixteen.  With 
these  photographed  as  a  standard,  cultivations  from 
the  various  varieties  were  thrown  upon  the  screen,  and 
it  was  at  once  evident  that  the  Shrewsbury  experimentalist 
had  successfully  isolated  for  identification  the  various  bacilli. 

The  results  of  the  investigations  on  the  Continent  and  in 
England  are  to  the  effect  that  leguminous  crops  enrich  the 
soil  with  nitrogen  obtained  from  the  atmosphere  by  the 
agency  of  a  bicterium  which  resides  in  the  characterises 
nodules  on  the  roots  of  this  family  of  plants.  If  these 
bacteria  are  not  present,  the  plant  cannot  utilise  the  atmo- 
spheric nitrogen  ;  and  its  growth  is  not  only  consequently 
stunted,  but  the  soil  is  impoverished.  Nitragin  i3  a  culture 
of  the  bacterium  in  a  gelatine  basis,  and  is  offered  as  a 
certain  means  of  inoculating  the  soil  with  the  right  kind  of 
bacterium.  It  is  pu^  up  in  bottes,  one  of  which  is  enough 
for  the  treatment  t£  2\  roodsl  of  land.  The  preparation 
liquefies  at  98°  F.  The  liquefied  medium  is  diluted  with 
sufficient  water  to  moisten  the  seeds,  or  elte  mixed  with  the 
earth  to  be  inoculated.  Eight  varieties  of  the  preparation 
are  already  specified  for  application  to  different  species  of 
Leguminom — viz.,  common  pea,  sand  pea,  common  vetch, 
hairy  vetcb,  common  field  bean  or  horsebean,  white  lupin, 
yellow  lupin,  blue  lupin,  clover,  white  clover  or  Dutch  clover, 
alsike  clover,  carnation  clover  or  trifolium,  Bokhara  clover, 
black  medick,  lucerne,  kidney  vetch,  sainfoin,  serradella, 
and  wild  everlasting  pea. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  with  no  attempt  to  conceal  his  contempt 
for  English  science,  pointed  out  how  again  we  had  been 
beaten  by  the  superiority  of  the  German  chemists,  and  he 
related  how,  within  the  last  few  weaks,  he  had  himself  seen 
the  laboratories  at  the  works  of  Messrs.  Meister  Lucius  & 
Briining,  where  these  cultivations  were  carried  od,  and  he 
intimated  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  say  what  develop- 
ment was  in  store,  but  there  was  actually  something  in  this 
same  direction  which  would  astonish  the  world. 


Dr.  Summerville,  professor  of  agriculture  in  the  Durham 
College  of  Science,  related  his  experiences  with  nitragin, 
and  stated  definitely  that  the  results  were  negative. 

He  was  rather  severely  criticised  by  Dr.  Voelckeb,  who 
somewhat  satirically  observed  that  the  results  of  clover-crops 
had  simply  taken  fourteen  years  to  collate  and  compare, 
while  Dr.  Summerville  was  able  to  state  positive  results  upon 
leguminous  crops  sown  only  this  year. 

Dr.  Somner,  of  Liverpool,  Mr.  Sutton,  of  seed  fame, 
and  Dr.  Samuel  Rideal  continued  the  discussion,  which 
concluded  at  a  late  hour. 


MIDLAND  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation a  conversazione  took  place  at  the  Grand  Hotel, 
Birmingham,  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  the  President  of  the 
Society  (Mr.  T.  J.  Gibson,  of  Wolverhampton)  delivered  his 
Presidential  address,    There  was  a  large  gathering. 

The  President  urged  the  claims  of  the  Association  on 
the  chemists  of  the  district.  The  present  was  a  critical 
time.  When  they  looked  around  they  found  companies 
trading,  according  to  their  own  advertisements,  not  for  their 
own  benefit,  but  pro  bono  publico.  (Laughter.)  Proprietary 
medicines  were  given  away  for  less  than  their  stated  value, 
and  all  other  goods  sold  at  the  same  ratio,  and  yet  at  the 
end  of  their  financial  years  dividends  were  declared  to  the 
benevolent  shareholders.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  He 
was  unable  to  tell  them  how  that  was  done.  Then,  too, 
their  prices  were  criticised  by  outsiders  who  knew  nothing 
about  the  business.  They  had  another  grievance  which  was 
rather  serious  to  those  engaged  in  the  retail  trade,  due  to 
advertisers  in  medical  journals  stating  the  wholesale  price 
of  an  article.  Some  few  medical  gentlemen  forgot  that  fact 
when  telling  their  patients  to  get  such  an  article  at  such  a 
price,  and  he  had  found  it  difficult  to  convince  patients  that 
the  doctor  had  made  a  mistake.  The  Government  and  othe 
public  bodies  seemed  to  have  put  a  very  low  estimate  on  the 
value  of  the  duties  a  dispenser  had  to  perform  ;  indeed, 
although  he  had  to  pass  an  examination,  he  did  not 
receive  the  wage  of  a  skilled  artisan.  Although  there 
was  competition  in  olher  trades  as  keen  as  in  this  one,  in 
no  case  had  other  trades  exposed  to  the  public  their  cards: 
It  had  been  asked  how  that  exposure  could  be  met — by  re- 
taliation, or  by  appealing  to  the  makers  of  proprietary 
articles.  The  profit  arising  therefrom  must  be  very  small 
indeed,  yet  as  distributing-agents  chemists  were  doubtless 
worth  something  to  the  makers,  and  should  be  offered  a 
living  profit.  (Hear,  hear.)  This  Association  had  done 
valuable  work  in  that  direction.  He  alluded  to  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
it  would  lead  to  a  compulsory  curriculum,  which  would  be 
an  excellent  step,  and  one  which  would  soon  be  appreciated! 
by  students.  Again,  was  it  not  time  that  they  had  an 
alteration  in  the  Preliminary  examination  1  It  was  hardly 
fitted  to  be  classed  with  what  was  required  by  a  Board-* 
school  standard,  and  many  of  the  public  schools  would  not 
allow  boys  to  give  up  their  ordinary  work  to  prepare  for  it, 
as  the  masters  considered  that  any  third  or  even  second 
form  boy  ought  to  be  able  to  pass  without  preparation.  Let 
the  standard  be  raised  to  that  required  by  the  Medical 
Council,  so  that  it  might  become  more  generally  useful. 
(Hear,  hear  )  He  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  importance  of 
members  of  the  trade  having  a  distinctive  title,  applicable 
only  to  the  person  using  it,  and  he  would  suggest  "pharma- 
cist" as  being  concise.  At  the  present  time  the  general 
public  were  confused  by  such  titles  as  operative  chemist,  photo- 
graphic chemist,  veterinary  chemist,  mechanical  chemist,  &c. 
They  wanted  an  improved  Preliminary  examination,  a  curri- 
culum, and  a  distinctive  title.  Were  those  worth  working 
for  1  If  so,  they  must  have  meetings  all  the  country  through, 
those  subjects  thoroughly  discussed,  together  with  others 
which  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Federated  Local  Associa- 
tion to  suggest.  When  a  decision  had  been  arrived  at,  their 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  he  was  sure,  would  do  their  portion 
of  the  work,  and  an  amended  Pharmacy  Act,  which  one 
and  all  must  loyally  support,  should  be  the  result. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President. 
The  speech  they  bad  just  heard,  he  thought,  was  encourag- 
ing.  It  showed  that  tney  had  some  backbone  and  nerve.  He 
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was  pleased  to  hear  from  Mr  Woodward  that  they  had  thirty 
pharmaceutical  students  in  the  Technical  School. 

Mr.  Dakton  Gibb9  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was 
carried  with  acclamation. 

The  address  was  followed  by  a  programme  of  dances, 
interspersed  with  songs  by  Miss  Barlow,  Mr.  F.  C.  Blood, 
and  Mr.  A.  C.  Thompson.  The  conversazione  was  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  opening  nights  the  Associa- 
tion has  had. 


THE  WESTERN  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION  OF 
LONDON. 

A"T  a  committee  meeting,  held  on  October  23,  the  following 
oncers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : — President,  Mr.  J. 
W.  Taplin;  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  H.  Mathews;  Hon. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Mathews  ;  Hon.  Sees.,  Mr.  H.  Cracknell, 
17  Graven  Road,  W.,  and  Mr.  A.  Dyson,  35  Gloucester 
Road,  S.W. 


WINDSOR  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
A  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  October  30  at  the 
residence  of  the  Mayor  of  Windsor  (Bernard  We  silake,  Esq.), 
at  which  were  present,  the  Mayor,  in  the  chair,  Messrs. 
Baldwin,  Everett,  Grisbrook,  Harmer,  and  Wood,  all  of 
Windsor;  Mr.  Walden  (Slough),  Mr.  Willcocks  (Datchet), 
and  Mr.  Oldham  (Eton),  Hon.  Local  Secretary.  Dinner  was 
generously  provided  by  the  Mayor.  It  was  mentioned  that 
this  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  so  many  local  chemists 
had  met  together,  there  being  present,  all  in  the  neighbour- 
hood with  the  exception  of  Mr.  W.  Dawson,  of  Slough,  who 
has  been  seriously  ill.  A  pleasant  discussion  on  local  matters 
-ensued. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR   ASSOCIATION   OF  PHARMACY. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on  Wednesday, 
October  28,  a  lecture  was  given  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Lomax, 
F.L.S.  (Curator  of  Brighton  Museum),  on  "  Wasps,"  in 
which  tne  author  described  the  habits  and  conditions  of 
life  of  these  interesting  creatures. 


BRADFORD  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

1m'-:  Association  commenced  the  winter  session  with  a 
aocial  gatheiing  on  Tuesday  night  at  Leuchter's  Rooms, 
which  were  tastefully  decorated  for  the  occasion.  In  the 
absence  of  the  President  (Mr.  Mackay),  the  chair  was  filled 
hj  Mr.  George  Rimmington.  A  number  of  songs  and 
musical  performances  were  excellently  rendered.  The 
Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  company,  thanked  the  performers 
and  welcomed  the  visitors  present.  Mr.  Pickard  replied  on 
behalf  of  the  entertainers,  and  Messrs.  W.  Brinson  (E?ans, 
Sons  k  Co.)  and  Mr.  Bray  on  behalf  of  the  visitors. 


ULSTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Belfast  on 
November  3,  Mr.  W.  Prott  (President)  in  the  chair.  After 
the  transaction  of  some  routine  business,  Mr.  J.  Ginlek  read 
a  paper  entitled  "  A  Pharmacist's  Holiday,"  descriptive  of  a 
tour  in  the  Highlands  cf  Scotland.  It  was  favourably  spoken 
of  by  the  President,  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie  (London),  and  Mr. 
E.  Wl  McKnight,  Hon  Secretary,  who  announced  that  the 
arrangements  for  Professor  Tichborne's  lecture  on  "  The  New 
Photography"  on  November  12  were  completed,  and  that 
tickets  were  for  sale  at  all  the  medical  halls  in  the  city. 


"  Liquobice  poivdeb  has  been  found  adulterated  with 
exhausted  liquorice  port " — wc  are  told  by  a  young  contem- 
porary. 

Pbofessob  Vivian  Lewes  says  that  young  girls  employed 
in  nitro-glycerine  factories  become  plump  and  rosy- 
cheeked  so  rapidly  that  they  get  married  soon,  and  this  is  all 
caused  by  improved  heart-action  through  the  absorption  of 
nitroglycerine. 


^s.?ori'ati0ri. 

MEETING  IN  MANCHESTER. 

A MEETING  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  this  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  Memorial  Hall,  Manchester,  on 
Monday  afternoon.  About  fifty  gentlemen  were  present, 
who  were  presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley  (James  Woolley, 
Sons  &  Co.,  Limited)  ;  there  were  also  on  the  platform  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  (Secretary  of  the  Association)  Mr.  G.  R.  Barclay, 
Mr.  Charles  Sanger,  Mr.  E.  P.  Sanger,  and  Mr.  Hirst  (Hirst, 
Brooke  &  Hirst). 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  meeting,  mentioned  the 
names  of  these  gentlemen,  who,  he  said,  had  come  down  to 
Manchester  to  solicit  their  support  and  co  operation,  and 
also  to  explain  the  methods  by  which  they  hoped  to  attain 
the  objects  of  the  Association.  They  were  all  aware  what 
the  main  object  of  the  Association  was,  but  they  were  not 
all  so  conversant  with  the  methods  which  it  was  proposed  to 
adopt. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  addressed  those  present.  His  ex- 
perience, he  was  sony  to  say,  was  that  although  the  matter 
had  been  somewhat  thoroughly  threshed  out,  there  were  a, 
large  number  of  members  of  the  trade  who  were  still  in 
ignorance  as  to  the  methods  they  proposed  to  employ.  The 
Association  consisted  of  the  three  sections  of  the  trade — 
the  manufacturers,  the  wholesale  section,  and  the  retail 
section — and  in  the  fact  that  they  had  a  common  ground  of 
appeal  to  each  section  the  strength  of  their  organisation  lay. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  feeling  that  existed  in  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  trade  in  favour  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
ruinous  competition  in  the  proprietary-articles  trade.  They 
now  came  forward  with  a  plan  which  had  already  been  put 
into  force  and  was  working  satisfactorily.  It  was  impractic  - 
able to  have  a  scheme  under  which  the  wholesale  dealer 
should  get  a  separate  agreement  from  the  retailer  for  each 
article,  owing  to  the  large  amount  cf  trouble  it  would  entail. 
The  alternative  was  that  which  they  recommended.  They 
had  only  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  manufactnrers  who 
would  agree  to  withhold  supplies,  in  case  one  of  their 
articles  was  sold  below  the  minimum  price,  to  do 
without  this  separate  agreement.  The  plan  was 
this  :  All  direct  buyers  of  the  protected  articles  had  to  give 
the  manufacturer  an  agreement  which  bound  them  to  do  two 
things-  (1)  not  to  sell  any  of  those  articles  below  the  minimum 
price,  and  (2)  to  withhold  supplies  from  any  firm  which 
"  cut "  these  articles.  The  protected  goods  were  marked,  so 
that  if  a  breach  of  the  agreement  occurred  the  source  could 
be  traced.  He  was  proud  of  the  fact,  as  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  that  in  nine  months  they  had  been  able  to  put 
before  the  trade  a  list  of  articles  in  which  they  could  not  be 
undersold.  The  arrangement  would  ensure  a  fair  profit,  and 
Ihey  would  no  longer  have  the  difficulty  of  not  knowhag 
what  to  charge.  There  were  now  thiity  articles  on  the  list, 
and  any  firm  selling  any  one  of  those  articles  below  the  price 
was  debarred  from  buying  any  other  of  them.  Directly  they 
were  informed  of  a  case  in  which  an  article  was  sold  below 
the  correct  price  they  made  an  investigation,  and,  if  the 
report  was  true,  they  informed  the  wholesale  firms,  from 
whom,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  they  got  most  satisfactory  and 
complimentary  replies  in  return.  It  was  said  the  Associa- 
tion was  powerless,  but  the  howl  that  had  gone  up  from  the 
cutting  camp  during  the  last  month  or  two  disproved  that 
assertion.  The  cutters  had  recognised  that  here  was  an 
opportunity  for  the  legitimate  trade  to  stand  together  and 
show  the  proprietors  that  their  interests  would  be  best  served 
by  serving  ihose  of  the  legitimate  traders.  People  like 
Messrs.  Boot  and  Day  said  the  protected  articles  did  not 
trouble  them  very  much,  but  at  the  same  time  they  were 
sparing  no  pains  to  prevent  the  success  of  the  Associa- 
tion. Replying  to  Mr.  Day,  he  would  point  cut  as  to 
the  argument  that  the  manufacturers  and  wholesale  people 
would  be  able  to  make  the  retailers  do  what  they 
wanted  if  the  movement  succeeded,  that,  in  the 
first  place,  it  originated  with  the  retail  trade;  and,  in 
the  second,  that  the  proprietors  might  be  able  to  create  a 
demand,  but  could  not  meet  it  without  the  aid  of  the  retail 
section.    In  his  further  remarks  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  mentioned 
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that  Garaudel's  pastilles  had  jusi  been  placed  on  the 
protected  list,  and  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  platform  had 
received  offers  of  support  from  all  over  the  country  in  their 
action  of  identifying  themselves  with  the  Association.  The 
movement  was  not  one  directed  by  old-fashioned  chemists 
who  wanted  50  per  cent,  profit  on  their  sales,  but  it  embraced 
men  who  would  hold  their  own  with  Messrs.  Boot  and  Day  in 
up-to-date  methods  of  doing  business,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
largest  grocers  in  the  country.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  then  announced  that  a  large  number  of 
replies  had  been  received  from  gentlemen  unable  to  attend, 
most  of  them  enclosing  subscriptions  for  membership.  A 
telegram  had  also  come  from  Mr.  Kemp,  Vice  President  of 
the  Manchester  Association,  who  explained  that  an  acci- 
dent prevented  him  from  being  present.  The  Chairman 
moved — 

That  this  meeting  of  chemists.residing  in  Manchester  and  neighbour 
hood,  desires  to  express  its  approval  of  the  objects  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  pledges  itself  to  sapporfc  it  in  every  way,  and  strongly 
urges  npon  all  proprietors  the  advisability  of  adding  their  articles 
to  the  protected  list. 

They  knew  it  was  very  irritatiDg  to  the  average  human 
being  to  be  treated  in  the  way  in  which  chemists  had  been 
treated  by  the  cutters.  At  the  same  time  these  cutters  were 
acting  within  their  legal  rights,  and  it  was  as  well  to  treat 
the  question  calmly,  as  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had  done.  They 
were  also  acting  perfectly  within  their  legal  rights  when 
they  tried  to  circumvent  the  cutters  in  every  way  in  their 
power.  The  plan  of  the  Asfociation,  in  his  opinion  as  a 
wholesale  dealer,  was  infinitely  preferable  to  the  registration 
system.  Under  the  latter  system  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  the  employes,  in  goiug  through  the  orders,  to  see 
that  in  the  case  of  every  article  asked  for  the  agreement 
not  to  sell  under  the  rate  fixed  had  been  signed  by 
the  person  sending  in  the  order.  This  difficulty  arose 
from  the  immense  cumber  of  proprietary  articles  of  all  kinds 
and  descriptions,  and  had  the  registration  system  prevailed 
it  would  have  put  a  stop  to  business.  The  plan  suggested 
by  the  AesDciation  was  far  preferable.  They  were  told  last 
week  that  the  Association  was  feeble  and  tottering.  He  did 
not  see  many  signs  of  that  tottering;  but  supposing  it  were 
true  that  the  Assotia' ion  was  in  that  lamentable  condition, 
it  was  quite  within  the  power  of  Manchester  and  district 
alone,  to  say  nothing  of  the  chemists  of  the  whole  country, 
to  put  the  association  on  its  feet.  Judging  from  the  energy 
and  zeal  shown  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  he  did  not  think  tbat  the 
statements  made  as  to  the  health  of  the  organisation  were 
borne  out  by  the  circamstances.  One  of  the  cutters  had 
argmd  that  there  would  be  a  danger  to  the  retailers  if  they 
put  themselves  into  the  hands  of  the  Association.  He  did 
not  agree  with  that  at  all.  If  they  were  face  to  face  with 
two  evils — that  of  putting  themselves  into  the  power  of  the 
Association,  and  that  of  putting  themselves  into  the  power 
of  people  like  Messrs.  Day — he  certainly  preferred  the 
foTmer.    (Hear,  bear.) 

Mr.  Oldfield  (Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co)  briefly  seconded 
the  resolution,  remaiking  that  it  was  about  time  something 
was  done  to  improve  the  prospects  of  the  trade  generally. 

Mr.  George  R.  Barclay  supported  the  resolution.  He 
observed  that  a  new  class  of  chemists  had  arisen  since  the 
pass'ng  cf  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Tbat  Act  created  two  classes 
— the  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  the  chemist  and  drug- 
gist— but  since  it  was  passed  a  new  class  of  chemists  bad 
come  into  existence  whom  he  would  call  the  philanthropic 
chemist.  (Laughter.)  This  philanthropic  chemist  had  two 
sides  to  his  face— a  side  for  the  public,  and  another  for  his 
brethren  in  the  trade.  The  side  tbat  he  turned  to  the 
public  was  all  smiles,  benevolence,  pure  drugs,  and  cheap 
patent  medicines.  (Laughter)  But  the  side  tbat  he 
turned  to  his  brethren  in  the  trade  was  full  of  malice  and 
determination  to  undersell  them  at  all  costs.  This  sort  of 
chemist  opened  branches  all  ever  the  country,  very  fre- 
quently by  the  side  of  chemists  who  had  been  in  the 
bnsine S3  all  their  lives,  with  the  result  that,  through  under- 
selling, these  old  men  were  turned  out.  The  number  of 
these  philanthropic  chemists  was  very  small.  He  thought 
they  could  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  the  hands.  There 
were  cn  the  other  side  8,000  chemists,  and  the  question  was, 
were  these  8  000  chemists  to  be  intimidated  by  two  or 
three  people  1    The  time  had  gone  by  when  the  average 
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retailer  could  say  there  was  no  organisation  to  help  them  in 
their  fight.  There  was  an  organisation — there  was  a  plan'of 
campaign — and  they  had  an  able  and  energetic  leader  who 
showed  them  what  to  do.  He  asked  them  to  give  the 
organisation  their  support  and  their  5s.  a  year  subscription. 
They  would  get  back  their  money  over  and  over  again  from 
the  exlra  profits  they  would  make  in  the  sale  of  the  pro- 
tected articles.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Taylor  (Bolton)  desired  to  add  a  word  or  two  is 
support  of  the  resolution,  because  it  was  one  that  had  his 
sympathy.  They  were  not  in  want  of  information  as  to  the 
objects  of  the  Association,  having  listened  to  the  speech  of 
the  Secretary,  and  read  the  articles  and  correspondence 
which  had  appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Dbtjggibt  ;  \yc& 
there  were  one  or  two  points  upon  which  he  would  like  to 
touch.  First,  he  would  say  that  they  need  not  be  uneasy 
because  the  manufacturers  and  the  large  wholesale  dealers 
had  formed  part  of  the  organisation.  He  should  have  had 
very  little  hope  at  all  of  its  success  if  those  two  classes  of 
men  had  not  come  into  it.  He  wrote  a  letter  two  years  ag!> 
to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  on  the  subject  of  cutting 
in  the  trade,  and  in  the  course  of  that  letter  he  asked  what 
the  wholesale  houses  had  to  say  on  the  question.  The 
answer  bad  bsen  some  time  in  coming,  but  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  had  come  now,  and  come  in  an  intensely  practical 
form  by  their  joining  the  Association.  Had  he  been  able  to 
choose  it,  it  was  precisely  the  form  he  would  have  selected 
for  their  answer  to  take.  Their  co-operation  was  most 
valuable,  because  the  retail  trade  had  not  that  amount  of 
cohesion  which  would  have  enabled  them  to  fight,  if  they 
had  had  to  fight,  a  body  of  men  like  the  manufacturers  and 
wholesale  houses,  who,  perhaps  largely  because  tbey  were 
fewer  in  number,  were  the  better  able  to  reconcile  their 
differences  and  to  fight  the  common  foa  for  the  common, 
good.  There  was  one  invaluable  test-question — whether  the 
Association  was  going  to  do  any  good  or  not.  Messrs.  Day 
and  Boot  were  keen  and  acute  business  men.  Ii;  was  pre- 
cisely because  he  believed  them  to  be  such  that  they  were 
fighting  so  hard  against  the  Association.  Men  of  their 
calibre  did  not  fight  shadows.  They  only  fought  and  only 
seriously  attempted  to  tackle  a  force  which  they  believed,  if 
not  stopped  at  the  outset,  would  soon  be  in  a  position,  per- 
haps, to  march  over  them.  (Hear,  hear )  Mr.  Day,  in  a 
letter  he  had  written,  foreshadowed  tyranny  on  the  part  of 
the  Association  to  the  retail  traders.  His  reply  to  that  was 
that  if  the  retail  chemists  made  the  Association  tbey  could 
dominate  it.  If  tbey  formed  the  largest  part  of  the  mem- 
ber/hip they  might  not  b3  financially  the  most  important; 
but  the  manufacturers  and  wholesale  men  could  no  more' 
stand  without  them  than  the  retail  chemist  could  stand 
without  the  manufacturers  and  the  wholesale  men.  If  they 
made  the  Association  they  could  dominate  its  policy,  and 
the  moment  it  pressed  too  heavily  upon  their  toes  they  could 
shout.  This  threat  of  tyranny  did  tot  alarm  him  in  the 
least.  He  had  always  held  tbat  a  man,  whether  he  had 
labour  or  goods  to  sell,  who  would  not  unite  with  his  fellows 
in  the  6sm9  occupation  or  business  might  be  a  man  of  inde- 
pendent spirit,  but  he  was  largely  also  a  fool.  (Laughter.) 
If  they  supported  the  Association,  then  they  would  find  that 
the  cutter  would  not  only  be  unable  to  get  an  article  of 
which  he  only  sold  four  shillingsworth  a  week,  but  also  the 
one  of  which  his  sales  might  amount  to  pounds.  The  British 
public  had  always  been  suspicious  of  philanthropy  when 
it  was  associated  with  a  percentage  of  profit.  His  only  fear 
was  that  in  fighting  these  men  they  might  give  them  an 
advertisement. 

Mr.  Kiikby  (Jewsbury  &  Brown)  said  Mr.  Taylor  had  said 
the  retailers  could  dominate  the  executive.  If  8,000  chemists 
were  to  have  only  one-third  of  the  representation  on  the 
axecntive,  he  could  not  see  how  they  cDuld  dominate  the 
Association. 

Mr.  Taj  lor  said  if  the  wholesale  men  and  manufacturers 
went  to  the  retailers  and  said,  "  Without  yon  we  can  do 
nothing,"  it  was  plain  that  they  put  the  retailers  on  an  equal 
footing  with  them  in  the  Association.  If  their  presence  was 
necessary,  and  the  Association  entered  into  any  policy  that 
was  ruinous  to  the  retail  trade,  they  could  dominate  the 
Association  if  only  by  withdrawing. 

Mr.  Kirkby  said  the  argument  rather  put  another  com- 
plexion on  the  matter.  If  the  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
section  had  the  agreements,  they  would  be  as  binding  on 
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the  re' ail  trade  when  they  withdrew  as  wben  they  were  in  the 
Association. 

Mr.  Gljn- Jones  said  at  present  the  Council  of  the 
Association  consisted  of  one- third  from  each  of  the  three 
sections,  but  Mr  Tajlorwas  correct  when  he  said  that  the 
retail  trade  held  the  whip  hand.  The  reason  the  pro- 
prietors were  in  the  Association  was  that  they  wanted  to 
get  the  goodwill  of  the  retail  trade  ;  and  if  they  attempted 
to  do  anything  that  was  unjust  the  retail  trade  could  with- 
hold their  orders. 

The  resolution  was  further  supported  by  Mr.  Jones,  a 
local  chem'st,  and  when  put  to  the  meeting  was  carried 
unanimously. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  800  invitations  to  the 
meeting  were  sent  out.  It  was  thought  that  Monday  after- 
noon wool!  he  a  suitable  time  for  holding  it,  bu:  in  this 
respect  they  had  been  disappointed. 

Mr.  G'yn- Jones  mentionad  that  local  secretaries  were 
wanted  in  the  various  towns 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Cba'rmati  was  accorded  en  the 
motion  of  M>\  Sanger,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hint,  and  wi:h 
this  formality  the  meeting  terminates. 


A  mass  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  grocery  and  allied 
trades  was  held  at  the  Grocery  and  Corn  Excbaoge,  Man- 
chester, on  Tuesday  afternoon,  to  consider  the  fcheme 
propounded  by  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association. 
Mr.  John  Harper  presided,  and  in  the  course  of  his  observa- 
tions statsd  that  he  did  not  occupy  that  position  because  he 
was  a  champion  of  the  scheme,  neither  must  he  be  taken  as 
a  non- supporter  of  it.  He  had  taken  active  interest  in  the 
rejection  of  other  schemes,  but  he  thought  the  one  under 
consideration  was  the  best  he  had  seen,  because  it  limited 
the  area  of  its  operations.  "  Catting  "  had  indeed  assumed 
an  acute  form,  and  as  the  scheme  under  notice  was  based  on 
true  and  sound  principles,  he  thought  it  might  possibly  be 
applied  to  proprietary  articles.  It  was  not  intended  to 
create  a  monopoly,  but  exactly  the  reverse.  The  point  at 
issue  was  not  a  question  of  freedom  of  trade,  bus  really  the 
prevention  of  unfair  trading  by  excessive  "  cutting." 

Mr.  GlyE-Jones,  of  London,  described  at  length  the  pro- 
posed scheme,  and,  after  other  speeches,  a  resolution  in 
support  of  the  scheme  was  carried  unanimously. 


itflnboit  €b umber  of  Commerce. 

MEETING  OF  THE  CHEMICAL-TR1DE  SECTION. 

A MEETING  of  the  Chemical-trade  Section  of  the  London 
Coamber  of  Commerce  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the 
Chamber  on  Tuesday,  November  3,  at  2  p  m.  About  twenty 
members,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Council,  attended  to  dis- 
cuss a  very  lengthy  agenda.  Mr.  Thomas  Tjrer  took  the 
chair,  and  among  those  present  were  Messrs  E  S  Bannister, 
K.  Bankes  Barron,  C.  Christopherson,  T.  Christy,  Bernard 
Dyer,  A.  B.  Hdl,  David  Howard,  F.  H.  Lescher,  H.  Lyon, 
D.  Magnus,  Wm.  Thorp,  Chas.  Wigbtman,  G.  T.  Smith,  H.  E. 
Smith,  Thos.  Bennett,  Boverton  Redwood,  —  Kitto,  and 
John  J.  Evans  (of  Liverpool).  The  first  item  of  any 
interest  on  the  agenda  was  a  proposal  to  further  cons'der 
the  alterations  in  the  GP.B.A.  contract  arbitration  rules. 
Letters  from  the  Drug  Club  and  the  President  of  the 
G.P.B.A.  (which  have  already  been  given  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  of  June  13  and  August  15,  1396)  were  read, 
and  Mr.  Barron  eave  a  short  account  of  the  negotiations, 
adding  that  the  Drug  Club  considered  it  hopeless  to  expect 
any  further  change  in  the  views  of  the  brokers,  and  advised 
that  for  the  present  no  further  action  should  ba  taken. 

A  motion  to  that  effect,  moved  by  Mr.  Bareon,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Lescheb,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  David  Howard  wished  to  place  it  on  resord  that  the 
Chemical  Section  did  not  acquiesce  in  the  concession  off  wed 
by  the  brokers  as  a  just  and  equitable  one,  but  would  accept 
it  for  the  present  to  sea  how  it  would  work  in  practice,  and 
watch  with  care  for  an  opportunity  of  reopening  the  matter. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Daniel  Magnus,  reference  to  which  was 
made  on  the  agenda,  was  not  read. 

Adulteration. 
_  From  the  contract  rales  the  meeting  passed  on  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Silec*;  Committee  o£  the 


House  of  Commons  oa  the  adulteration  of  food  prodncts,  *i  d 
the  action  to  bs  taken  with  reference  to  this.  The  Chair- 
man said  that  ths  institution  of  a  Committee  of  Reference 
might  be  found  to  be  a  new  feature  in  the  Bill  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament.  No  matter  what  Parliament  might 
decide  in  the  master  of  d  awing  a  distinction  between  food 
and  drugs  under  the  Act,  ths  creation  of  such  a  Committee 
of  Reference  would  be  a  most  important  fea'ure  in  the  Bill, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  committee  wa3  a  matter  of  great 
interest.  He  believed  that  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  the 
Society  of  Public  Analysts,  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
and  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  would  be  represented 
on  the  commiitee ;  and  he  thought  that  the  merchant  inte;ests 
of  this  country,  apart  from  these  bodies,  should  also  be 
represented.  The  Institute  of  Chemistry  had  already  formed 
a  committee  to  watch  the  Bill.  The  Chemical  Section,  at 
their  meeting  oa  December  10  of  last  year,  had  passed  a 
resolution  that  drags  should  be  treated  separately  from 
foods,  and  he  now  suggested  that  they  should  put  themselves 
in  communication  with  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  in  order  to  secure  that  their  interests  were 
properly  represented. 

A  motion  to  this  eifeci,  proposed  by  Mr.  David  Howard, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  TnoKP,  was  carried. 

M-.  Thorp* said  that  the  So:iety  of  Chamical  Indus  ry 
wished  to  be  represen'ed  on  the  coaamittee,  because  they 
wanted  to  secure  the  presence  thereon  of  a  trained  chemist, 
who  was  at  the  same  time  an  experienced  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Tyrbr  thought  that  representatives  of  the  various 
bodies  above  mentioned  should  meet  by  invitation  at  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  before  approaohing  the  Select  Com- 
mittea,  in  order  to  confer  upon  subjects  relating  to  the  Bill, 
aid  in  order  that  they  might  bring  united  pressure  to  be%r 
upon  tbe  authorities.  He  considered  this  a  point  of  great 
importance,  and  thought  that  it  was  only  by  agreeing  upon 
a  common  basis  of  actiDn,  and  unitedly  pressing  the  same 
claim?,  that  they  could  obtain  what  they  required.  He  laid 
that  in  Germany,  if  aDy  mauuractnrers  wanted  certaic  con- 
cessions, they  had  only  to  g.i  to  the  Berlin  equivalent  to  'ihe 
Erg'isb  Local  Government  Board  to  get  practically  all  they 
wanted,  In  the  United  S'a'es  the  conditions  were  similar, 
and  they  might  bs  so  here  if  the  manufacturing  interests 
would  only  agrea  among  themselves  instead  of  acting 
saparately. 

Mr.  Kiito  supported  these  observations,  and  farther 
pointed  out  that  unless  the  bodies  in  question  conferred 
together  the  same  person  might  be  appointed  by  more 
than  on3  as  their  delegate,  as  many  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers belonged  to  several  organ  sa'ions. 

Mr.  Bannister  ob3erved  that  many  difficulties  arose  from 
want  of  accurate  knowledge  on  the  part  of  analysis  of 
ordinary  articles  of  commerce ;  therefore  he  thought  that 
every  section  of  the  trade  and  of  the  consumers  should  be 
represented  upon  the  committee. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Evans  (Liverpool)  also  considered  it  very  impor- 
tant that  there  should  bo  someone  on  the  committee  prac- 
tically acquainted  with  the  dtug  market. 

Mr.  Richard  Barson  did  not  see  why  the  Drug  Club  or 
the  wholesale  druggists  as  a  body  should  not  send  one  or 
two  members  to  tbe  committee,  and  suggested  that  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  should  ask  the  Drug  Club  to  appoint 
a  delegate  to  the  Conference. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer  said  that,  before  proceeding  fu'ther, 
it  should  be  laid  down  clearly  what  the  task  of  the  suggested 
Conference  was  to  be.  Were  they  to  discuss  the  whole  of 
the  Select  Committee's  report  ?  That  would  be  a  gigantic 
task.  He.  suggested  that  the  delegates  should  be  strictly 
limited  to  the  discussion  of  the  Select  Committee's  sugges- 
tion that  "  representatives  of  the  trading  and  manufacturing 
ioterests  should  also  be  included."  Somerset  House,  the 
General  Medical  Council,  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  Local  Government  Bjard,  and 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  would  certainly  be  represented 
upon  the  committee. 

Mr.  Thorp  again  strongly  urged  that  the  delegates 
should  hi  analysts  as  well  as  expert  manufacturers,  dis- 
agreeing on  this  point  from  Mr.  Bannister. 

Mr.  Bennett  and  Dr.  Dyer  spoke  in  favour  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commercial  man. 

Mr.  David  Howard  thought  that  certain  of  tbe  analysts 
would  be  ready  to  vote  for  the  extinction  of  ths  p  aotical 
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maaafacturers  altogether.  On  questions  of  pure  pharmacy 
Le  thought  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  was  already 
provided  for  among  the  bodies  to  be  represented,  was  the 
beat  authority  they  could  have. 

Ultimately  the  suggestion  to  invite  the  organisations  men- 
tioned to  a  conference  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  was 
KgreeJ.  to. 

Spirits. 

Ths  next  item  on  the  agenda  was  the  consideration  of  the 
laws  relating  to  spirits.  With  regard  to  this,  Mr.  Tyrer 
gaiil  that  many  members  had  greatly  benefited  by  the  exten- 
sion of  the  drawback  si  s'em  to  tinctures.  Ihe  question  now 
wis„  whether  these  concessions  should  be  further  enlarged. 
There  were  some  who  thought  that  even  now  ihe  advantages 
which  were  given  in  Germany  to  manufacturers  (compaied 
with  those  which  the  borne  authorises  were  prepared  to 
give)  were  ao  great  tbat  competition  in  certain  branches  of 
chemical  manufactures  would  still  be  impossible.  He 
understood  that  in  Germany  large  quantities  ot  spirits  were 
simply  placed  at  the  disposal  of  manufactmers  in  bond. 
After  notice  had  been  given  to  the  authorities,  an  officer  saw 
ttte  spirit  pat  in  the  tank  and  sealed  it.  The  manufacturer 
was  allowed  to  draw  what  and  when  he  liked  out  of  this 
tank,  and  the  officer  paid  periodical  visits,  when  the  record 
o£  the  quantities  drawn  out  was  compared  with  the  quantity 
actually  found  in  the  tank.  He  thought  that  such  a  simple 
svstem  as  that  which  prevailed  in  Germany  would  never  be 
likely  to  obtain  here.  At  the  same  time,  it  would  be  worth 
their  while  to  press  for  such  facilities  as  could  be  reasonably 
granted  here,  especially  with  a  view  to  the  furtherance  of 
the  manufacture  of  fine  chemicals  in  this  country.  The 
qaestion  of  allowance  of  drawback  on  waste  would  be  a  very 
important  one  in  the  manufacture  of  alkaloids  and  ether. 
At  present  the  Biitish  ether  manufacturer  had  to  pay  the 
duty  on  all  the  spirit  he  consumed,  whereas  the  German 
worked  with  entirely  free  spirit.  Even  if  the  Biitish  manu- 
facturers were  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  regard  to  the 
drawback  as  his  German  confrere  it  would  still  be  impossible 
for  ham  to  compete  with  the  last-named,  unless  allowance 
for  waste  were  also  made.  After  some  further  discussion, 
ia  which  Mr.  Tyrer  said  that  he  was  convinced  that  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  there  was  no  preconceived  dispo- 
sition to  refuse  concessions,  but  simply  the  desire  to  see 
how  the  interests  of  the  trade  and  revenue  could  be  made  to 
agsee. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  David  Howard,  New- 
lands,  Redwood,  Umney,  Bennett,  and  Tyrer,  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  steps  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  further 
estension  of  the  spirit  drawback. 

Dock  Charges  and  Beeswax, 

The  nest  point  on  the  agenda  was  the  consideration  of  the 
London  dock  and  market  charges  of  drugs  and  chemicals, 
foingularly  enough,  the  Chairman  passed  tbis  over  with  the 
remark  that  he  "did  not  consider  this  point  of  much  im- 
portance," and  skipped  on  to  No,  11,  which  was  the  con- 
sideration of  the  frequency  with  which  beeswax,  especially 
from  Australia,  is  adulterated  with  mineral  wax,  resin,  or 
ether  substances,  and  the  action  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to 
siop  the  pernicious  practice. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Lescher  thought  that  the  reference  to  Austra- 
lian wax  in  the  paragraph  was  entirely  uncalled  for.  In  his 
experience  Australian  wax  was  almost  always  pure.  He 
wanted  to  know  who  had  made  the  complaint  with  regard  to 
Australian  wax. 

The  Secretary  said  that  they  held  one  letter  containing 
sach  a  complaint.  The  complainant  was  a  merchant,  but 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  not  to  mention  his  name. 

Mr.  Barron  also  thought  that  it  was  not  right  to  refer  to 
Australian  wax  as  especially  impure ;  and 

Mr.  Tybeb  said  that,  having  read  up  the  subject  of  bees- 
wax, and  consulted  several  articles  relating  to  it  which 
recently  appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  he 
found  that  Australian  wax  ranked  first  in  purity,  its  general 
characteristic  being  described  as  from  fair  to  good.  East 
Indian  came  next,  and  Mogador  wax  was  described  as 
"  abominably  bad." 

The  Secretary  said  that  he  had  also  had  complaints 
from  the  grocery  trade  in  regard  to  the  alleged  impurity  of 
beeswax. 


Dr.  Dyer  rather  sprung  a  mine  upon  the  meeting  by 
pointing  out  that  since  the  day  before,  beeswax,  when  sold 
by  a  grocer,  was  no  longer  a  drug.  Such  was  the  decision 
given  by  the  Divisional  Court  in  the  case  of  Fowle  v.  Fowle, 
and  that  decision  removed  the  matter  from  this  province. 

Mr.  Hill  said  that  beeswax  being  a  BP,  article,  if  a 
druggist  sold  it  it  was  a  drug. 

Mr.  Barron  did  not  think  that  the  subject  should  be 
dismissed  quite  so  cavalierly.  He  was  in  favour  of  placing 
it  again  on  the  agenda,  and  discussing  it  when  there  was 
more  time. 

'Change  time  being  now  close  at  hand,  the  consideration 
of  the  farther  agenda  was  deferred  until  the  next  meeting, 
which  will  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January. 


Urade  'notes, 


Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  will  open  an 
exhibition  of  their  goods  at  Sheffield  next  Wednesday. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  an  illustrated  lecture  on  itrosyl 
is  commenced,  which  promises  to  be  interesting  and  pro- 
fitable. 

Curanillo  (Limited),  26  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C  ,  have 
placed  a  fruit  pill  on  the  market ;  it  will  retail  at  Is.  \\d. 
per  box.  The  company  have  their  bottle-shaped  calendars 
for  1897  ready.    Chemists  can  get  a  supply  on  application. 

Red  Cross  Coca-wine.  —  This  is  a  new  coca-wine 
introduced  by  Mr.  James  Burrough,  Cale  Street  Distillery, 
Chelsea.  It  is  a  good  wine,  well- compounded,  and  not,  as 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  judge,  giving  a  deposit.  The 
attractive  manner  in  which  the  wine  is  put  up,  combined 
with  its  excellent  quality,  should  make  it  a  popular  one  with 
the  trade. 

Clinical  Charts. — Messrs.  E.  Whiston  &  Co.,  chemists, 
Bath,  send  us  a  copy  of  a  clinical  chart  which  they  pub- 
lished and  registered  two  years  ago  on  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Pagan-Lowe,  a  local  practitioner.  It  has  temperature, 
pulse,  and  respiration  divisions  exactly  as  in  Professor  Mayo 
Robson's  chart,  figured  on  page  650,  meets  our  objec- 
tion to  that  chart  by  providing  for  observations  every  four 
hours,  and  has  spaces  for  notes  on  expectoration,  stool, 
vomit,  urine,  sleep,  stimulants,  and  food,  so  that  it  is  an 
excellent  chart.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  S. 
Maw,  Son  &  Thompson. 

Messes.  Haywabd  Tyler  &  Co.  have  this  week  been 
making  a  special  display  of  aerated-water  machinery,  at 
their  works  in  Whitecross  Street,  E.C.  Amongst  the  thiogs 
shown  is  a  new  cork-compressing  machine,  in  which  the  cork 
is  first  compressed  to  a  size  smaller  than  the  neck  of  ths 
bottle,  then  driven  in  by  a  rod,  when  it  swells  out 
to  the  original  size.  Other  novelties  are  the  screw  stoppered 
brttliDg-machines  of  the  turnover  type,  and  a  new  syphon- 
head  cleaner.  In  the  latter  the  work  is  performed  by  belts, 
and  it  is  done  so  well  and  quickly  that  one  machine  effects 
a  saving  of  4Z.  per  week  in  the  wages  bill.  This  machine 
and  others  are  well  worth  inspection,  and  there  is  yet  time 
to  see  them  at  work. 

"  Ephebieris  Pharmacologia  "is  the  name  of  a  medical 
man's  pocket-book  and  visitiog-list  which  Messrs.  Oppen- 
heimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  Worship  Street,  E.C ,  bave 
published  for  some  years.  The  forthcoming  one  for  1897  has 
been  slightly  altered  in  form,  now  being  bound  in  the  well- 
known  loop- back  note-book  style,  and,  therefore,  withan 
inserted  pencil.  In  its  new  form  the  "Ephemeris"  is 
handsomely  covered  with  a  red- leather  bindiDg.  Messrs. 
Oppenheimer  are  desirous  of  getting  a  chemist  in  each  town 
or  district  to  purchase  these  at  half-cost  for  presentation 
to  local  medical  men.  The  book  will  make  an  acceptable 
Christmas  present,  and  those  who  think  of  adopting  the 
idea  should  communicate  with  the  publishers  at  once. 


Mr  A.  Ronald  Trist,  an  English  chemist  resident  in  New 
Orleans,  has  discovered  a  process  for  the  manufacture  of 
stearic  and  oleic  acids  from  by-products  of  the  refining  of 
cotton-seed  oil.  Mr.  Tri3t  has  also  obtained  a  beautiful  seal- 
brown  dye  from  the  husk. 
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Mb.  W.  Collingwood  Williams,  of  Liverpool,  has  been 
appointed  public  analyst  for  Blackburn,  in  succession  to  Dr. 
J.  Campbell  Brown. 

Mr.  Robert  MacAlley,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly 
of  Edinburgh  and  latterly  with  Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son  & 
Co.  (Limited),  has  joined  Messrs  Paike,  Davis  &  Co.'s  staff  of 
representatives. 

Mr  William  Kirkby,  F.L.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
who  has  recently  managed  Messrs.  Jewsbury  &  Brown's  retail 
pharmacy  in  Manchester,  is  joining  the  firm's  management 
staff  at  the  Ardwick  Green  works. 

Professor  Augustus  D.  Waller.  M.D ,  F.R  8.,  has  been 
appointed  Fullerian  Professor  of  Physiology  to  the  Rojal 
'  Institution  for  threeyears,  to  datefrom  January  13, 1897 ;  and 
Dr.  Alexander  Scott,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Davy  Faraday  Research  Laboratory  of  the 
Royal  Institution,  the  directors  already  appointed  by  the 
managers  being  Lord  Rayleigh  and  Professor  Dewar. 

By  Royal  warrant  the  Qaeen  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  grant  to  Baron  de  Bush  her  Majesty's  royal  licence  and 
authority  to  bear  and  use  in  this  country  the  hereditary  title 
and  dignity  of  Biron,  conferred  upon  him  by  his  Highness 
the  late  Duke  of  Saxe-Cobarg  and  Gotha,  and  has  directed 
that  such  licence  be  recorded  in  the  Colk ge  of  Arms.  Baron 
de  Bash,  whose  portrait  we  give,  is  the  senior  partner  of 


Messrs.  W.  J.  Bash  &y,Co..  pssential-oil  and  essence  manu- 
facturers, Artillery  Lane,  E  C. 

Mr  Chas.  A.  Bentley  (assistant  with  Mr.  Anthony  S. 
Buck,  Bedford  Street,  Liverpool)  has  won  a  silver  medal 
awarder)  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  Liverpool  University 
on  the  result  of  the  class  examination  in  therapeutics.  Mr. 
Beutley  was  also  awarded  11.  Is.  (in  books)  in  the  "Harvey 
Gibson  Competition  "  for  an  essay  on  the  "  Antitoxin  Treat- 
ment of  Disease.'" 


The  Dutch  Minister  of  the  Colonies  has  proposed  to  the 
Second  Chamber  of  the  States  General  that  a  pension  of 
1C0<!.  a  year  shall  in  future  be  paid  to  Mr.  Charles  Ledger,  of 
New  South  Wales,  for  his  services  in  connection  with  the 
cinchona  industry.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  suggestion 
will  be  accepted  without  opposition,  and  that  Mr.  Ledger 
will  yet  be  able  to  enjoy  his  pension  for  some  years.  We  are 
specially  pleased  at  this  reversal  of  the  former  decision  oE 
the  Dutch  Government,  as  it  shows  that  the  representations 
made  on  Mr.  Ledger's  behalf  by  Sir  Clements  Markham, 
F.R  S.,  President  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  and  our 
own  appeals  to  the  Dutch  Government  have  at  last  been 
effective. 

Some  provincial  chemists  consider  the  ideal  of  pharma- 
ceutical happiness  to  be  the  ability  to  play  bowls  in  the 
afternoons,  Saturday  included.  Glasgow,  it  is  true,  is  about 
the  only  place  which  regularly  furnishes  us  with  reports  of 
her  doings  on  the  green ;  but  we  have  seen  serious  pharma- 
cists elsewhere  prance  over  the  green  like  colts,  and  even 
in  the  South  of  London  they  may  be  seen  running  after  the 
lignum  vita;  and  ebony.  Messrs.  F.  Bascombe,  G.  Spratt 
Taylor,  and  R.  Bremndge  were  amongst  those  who  supported 
the  Hon.  Evelyn  Hubbard,  M  P.,  at  the  Lambeth  Carlton 
Club  dinner  last  week.  Mr.  Bascombe  is  Treasurer  of  the 
Club,  and  one  of  this  j  ear's  prizemen.  The  poet  of  the 
dinner- table  sang  of  him  thus: — 

Next  Bascombe  bold,  so  I  am  told, 

An  active  treasurer  he, 
With  his  black  book  and  winsome  look, 

Captures  our  "  oof,"  you  see. 


PARTNERSHIP  DISSOLVED. 

Hollingworth,  J.  L.  P.,  and  Hollingworth,  0.  A.,  under  the  style  cE 
Hollingworth  Brothers,  chemists,  Barnsley,  and  elsewhere. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Bowen,  Ebenezer,  Poniardulais,  Carmarthenshire,  chemist  arcd  hote!- 
keej,er. 

Johnson,  Sidney  Eddels  (trading  as  Miller  and  Johnson),  Mark  Lane, 
E.C..  Kaintiarn  Ferry,  Essex,  and  Corona  Road,  Lee,  Kent,  chemical- 
manure  man  jfacturer. 


Weed  of  Hrransemenf* 

Craven,  John  Parkinson,  3  Rosooe  Street,  llulme,  Manchester,  and 
Harrison,  John,  25  Edensou  Tlaee,  Boundary  Lane,  Oborlton-on- 
Medlook,  Manchester!  and  trading  at  3  Roscoe  Street,  Hulme,  Man- 
chester as  Craven  &  Harrison,  mineral- water  manufacturers.  Trustee, 
George  F.  Barlow,  19a  Corporation  Street,  Manchester,  accountant. 
Dated,  October  26;  filed,  November  2.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
244Z,  17s.  Sd. ;  estimated  net  assets,  183?.   The  following  are  scheduled 


as  creditors  :— 

£  t.  d. 

Carliph,  A.,  Manchester  . .       . .       . ,       . .       . .  29  0  0 

Craven,  M.,  Manchester   1  00 

Lcroy,  J.,  Manchester   21  0  0 

•  Marston,  J.,  &  Son,  Barton-on- Trent   11  0  0 

Nail,  Jabez,  Penistono   27  0  0 

Nnttall  &  Co.,  St.  Helens    29  0  0 

Tutill,  A.  G..  Manchester    ...  10  0  0 

Wiight  &  Green,  Manchester   ..       ..       ..       ..  18  0  0 


An  Opium-swindle.  The  Smyrna  branch  of  the  Credit 

Lyonnais  has  been  victimised  by  a  certain  Keutzeoglou,  who 
succeeded  in  depositing  200  baskets  of  opium  at  that  institu- 
tion, and  obtained  a  consideiable  amount  of  money  in 
advance  upon  them.  The  manager  of  the  bank  was  anony- 
mously informed  that  the  baskets  did  not  contain  the  article 
pretended,  and  when  he  opened  them  in  the  presence  of 
witnesses  found  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  dozen  which 
contained  genuine  opium,  they  were  filled  with  rubbish.  The 
swindler,  who  last  year  tricked  the  Ottoman  Bank  at  Smyrna 
in  a  similar  way,  but  who  succeeded  in  getting  the  affair 
hushed  up,  has  now  been  arrested. 
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TRAB2 
MARK, 


" S ANITAS"   EUCALYPTUS  PREPARATIONS, 
Kiagzett'a  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugators, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric  Bactericide,     Eucalyptus  Oils. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets ;  "  Okol "  and  "  Creocide  "  Fluids  and 
.Powders ;  Ohloride  of  Zinc  ;  Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps ;  Soluble 
Oarbolated  Creosote ;  Moth  Paper  ;  Weed  Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &c. 


SANITAS  CO.,  LI 

BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  E. 


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


OURNE 

TA 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE.  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M,  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOTJBNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Analyst,  <fec,  oa 
Application. 


WATERS 


Wast  End  Agents,  WHEATLET  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W 
City  Agents,  RAE  &  CO.,  6  Railway  Place,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.G. 
And  of  all  Oh°mists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


MARVELLOUS  REMEDIES'  FOR 

ECZEMA 

AND  ALL  SKIN  ERUPTIONS. 
CULLWICK'S     COMBINED  TREATMENT. 

GULLWICK  S  SKIN  OINTMENT  allays  Itching, 
.Heals  Sores  Ac.  &c.   CULLWICK'S   SKIN  SOAP 

1  Strikes  at  and  removes  the  cause  of  bad  Com- 
flexions  and  Baby  Blemishes.  CULLWICK'S 
I3L0CD  TABLETS  the  Cheapest  and  must  portable 

'  Blood  Purifier.  KEEPS  THE  SKIN  and  COM- 
PLEXION CLEAR.  Either  Ointment  or  Tablets,. 
Is.  lid.,  from  Chemists  and  Stores,  or  post  free, 
la.  3d.   Soap  iboxes  of  3  Tablets)  2s.,or  post  free 

r2a.   3d.,  from   Martin,  Chemist,  Southampton. 


Sold  by  all 
Patent  Medicine  Houssi. 


gABaiNGDOW   ROAD.  LONDON,  E.O.  


No.  1  Finest  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

1  "J/  cwt. 

PineBt  Pure 

STARCH  POWDER 

23/  cwt 

No  2  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

1 6/c*. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

27/ c* 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

16/o*. 

No.  2  Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

23/ cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

1  6/cwt. 

"WHITE  EARTH" 

Specially  prepared  for 
Toilet  purposes. 

19/ cwt 

No  2  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

14/ cwt. 

Finest  Pure  Sifted 

TOILET  OATMEAL 

22/cft 

&  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Bailway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  I 
London  tor  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  r 
of  2.12  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  de 
livered  free  on  rail  London  at  above  prices.  1 


MELLUTS 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS. 


"GENTLEMEN, 

I  hope  to  convince  you  before  I  conclu  e 
my  lecture  that  ITROSYL  is  one  of  the  most 
important  pharmaceutical  discoveries  of  the  age." 


THE    PRESS    ON   THE    SALE  OF 
CARBOLIC  ACID. 

On  tbe  game  day  last  week  both  the  Daily  Telegraph  and 
the  Standard  bad  editorial  comments  on  the  sale  of  car- 
bolic acid,  based  on  the  comments  of  the  Coroner  at  Tot- 
tenham, at  an  inquest  which  we  reported.  The  Telegraph 
noted  that — 

By  a  strange  perversity  the  law  keeps  away  from  rash 
individuals  poisons  capable  of  rendeiing  self-destruction 
pleasant  and  comfortable,  while  it  places  within  their  reach 
without  let  or  hindrance  a  concoction  which  makes  the 
cruellest  tortures  a  concomitant  of  death.  [Then  the  re- 
marks of  a  juror  and  of  the  Tottenham  Coroner  are  quoted.] 
Doubts  esist  respecting  the  efficacjlof  carbolic  acid  in  tbe  sense 
mentioned  by  the  Coroner,  but  there  are  none  whatever 
about  its  potency  as  a  pchon.  Its  ta!e  should  theiefore  be 
restricted. 
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As  the  TelegrapJt  only  endorses  what  we  have  been  saying 
for  years,  we  need  do  no  more  than  remark  on  its  intelligence. 
The  Standard,  however,  adopts  a  different  line.  After  nar- 
rating the  circumstances  of  the  inquest,  the  sage  of  Shoe 
Lane  observes  :  — 

The  question  is,  Are  the  public  to  be  prevented  from 
buying  a  valuable  disinfectant  because  a  certain  number  of 
persons  use  it  for  self-destruction  7  Were  there  no  other 
way  of  shuffliDg  off  this  mortal  coil,  it  might  be  admitted 
that  the  many  should  be  called  upon  to  suffer  inconvenience 
on  account  of  the  madness  of  fools,  jast  as  it  is  desired  by 
the  teetotallers  that  a  hundred  sober  men  should  be  debarred 
from  getting  a  glass  of  beer  because  one  chooses  to  drink 
till  he  maddens  himself.  In  point  of  fact,  however,  there 
are  an  abundance  of  other  ways  to  end  life.  Carbolic  acid 
is  a  favourite  at  present,  just  as  laudanum  was  in  the  days 
when  that  drug  could  also  be  obtained  without  trouble. 
But  were  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  forbidden,  unless  under 
restrictions  and  formalities  that  few  people  would  care  to 
encounter,  some  other  method  would  become  the  mode. 
Nothing  less  than  an  arch  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
Thames  would  prevent  the  river  being  resorted  to  by  suicides. 
A  piece  of  cord  or  even  a  twisted  handkerchief  will  avail  for 
purposes  of  strangulation,  and  razors  and  pistols  can  be 
purchased  without  let  or  hindrance  by  those  who  wish  to 
die  by  means  of  those  lethal  weapons.  There  would,  there- 
fore, be  no  advantage  gained  by  the  prohibition  of  the  sale 
of  carbolic  acid  to  counterbalance  the  inconvenience  caused, 
and  were  coroners'  juries  to  recommend  that  the  sale  of 
every  article  wherewith  a  suicide  might  be  committed  should 
be  forbidden,  the  list  would  indeed  be  a  loDg  one. 

Because  burglars  sometimes  get  in  by  the  window,  then' 
shall  we  have  no  bolts  on  our  doots  ?  The  reasonable  de- 
duction from  the  Standard  man's  argument  must  be  that 
the  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  all  other  poisons  should  be 
abolished  as  valueless.  There  is  clearly  no  sense  in 
hedging  about  osalic  acid  and  laudanum,  and  leaving  the 
far  more  terrible  carbolic  uncontrolled. 


"THE  YEAR-BOOK  OF  PHARMACY." 
Members  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  are 
receiving  their  annual  volume  this  week,  and  we  think  they 
will  be  pleased  with  it,  although  the  book  is  a  trifle  thinner 
than  the  1895  one — forty  pages  fewer.  Most  of  the  decrease 
is  due  to  the  omission  of  the  section  on  "  Bibliography,"  which 
has  scarcely  justified  its  existence.  Its  demise  will  not  be 
mourned  by  many,  especially  when  it  is  noted  that  the  most 
popular  section,  "  Notes  and  Formula,"  has  been  increased  by 
seven  pages,  and  a  judicious  selection  of  material  has  been 
printed  in  the  thirty-five  page3.  The  present  Year-book 
forms  the  twenty- seventh  of  the  series  issued  by  the  Con- 
ference, the  first  volume  having  been  published  in  1870  under 
the  joint  editorship  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Cargill  Brough  and 
Mr.  Joseph  Ince.  Previous  to  that  the  Conference  issued  six 
volumes  of  Proceedings,  which  were  reprints  of  the 
addresses,  papers,  and  discussions  of  the  annual  meetings 
which  commenced  at  Bath  in  1854  under  the  presidency  of 
the  late  Mr.  Henry  Deane.  These  Proceedings  are  now 
rare  pharmaceutical  books.  The  first  Year- bock  contains 
the  report  of  the  meeting  held  in  Liverpool  "  on  Tuesday 
morning  last,"  which  was  September  13,  1870.  We  are 
tempted  to  campare  in  detail  this  first  Year  book  with  the 
last,  but  it  would  not  be  profitable,  and,  indeed,  they  are 
scarcely  comparable.  The  editors  commenced  their  preface 
in  the  following  strain  : — ■ 

An  attempt  has  been  made  in  these  pages  to  meet  an 
English  want  by  presenting  a  rscord  of  the  pharmacy  of  the 
past  year.  It  has  become  an  impc-ssible  task  for  each  indi- 
vidual to  follow  tbe  progress  of  oar  art,  even  as  it  exists 
among  our- elves,  as  journals  of  all  descriptions,  reflecting 


every  shade  of  interest,  crowd  upon  his  notice  thick  as  leaves 

in  Vallombrosa  

It  has  been  the  earnest  wish  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  to  link  together,  with  some  degree  of  systematic 
arrangement,  various  ideas,  French,  German,  American,  and 
English,  bearing  on  "  our  common  mistress — Pharmacy." 

The  first  Year-book,  bulky  and  interesting  though  it  is,  did 
cot  realise  the  editorial  ambitions ;  bat  it  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  present  style  in  abstracting  the  papers  of  the  year. 
Mr.  Brough  opened  the  volume  with  a  paper  on  "  Weights, 
Measures,  and  Arithmetical  Formulae,"  and  that  was  followed 
by  a  bright  account  of  American  pharmacy,  wherein  we 
learn  that  the  Chicago  of  that  day  had  a  population 
of  nearly  300,000,  and  153  dispensing  chemists, 
8  wholesale  druggists,  and  4  dealers  in  druggists' 
sundries.  A  competent  assistant  in  Chicago  then  received 
$1  200,  or  240Z.,  a  year,  and  kept  himself.  They  are  not  so 
liberally  paid  nowadays,  but  Chicago  was  a  backwoods  town 
then,  we  believe.  Following  this  account  of  American 
pharmacy  came  one  on  English  and  Continental  pharmacy, 
which  contains  much  curious  information.  Then  came  the 
notes  on  the  year's  literature,  personal  notes  (including  an 
autobiography  of  Mr.  Henry  Deans,  extracted  from  the 
C.  §  B.  without  acknowledgment),  a  chapter  of  reviews,  the 
Conference  proceedings,  and  the  famous  "  Century  of  Old 
Books  "  which  was  a  feature  of  the  1870  Conference.  By 
the  following  year  the  Year-book  was  whipped  into  its 
present  shape  under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wood, 
F.C.S  ,  and  the  "  Introduction,"  which  is  substantially  a 
review  of  the  year,  was  commenced.  A  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury has  since  elapsed,  and  one  finds  practically  no  change 
in  the  book ;  indeed,  the  1896  volume  inaugurates 
the  mcso  notable  charge,  for  with  thi3  volume  is  inserted  a 
frontispiece— a  portrait  of  the  President  of  the  year — and  we 
understand  that  it  is  intended  to  continue  this  feature  in 
the  future.  We  are  betraying  no  secret  when  we  say  that 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Conference  have  considered 
caref  ally  how  to  modify  the  Year  book  so  as  to  make  it  more 
acceptable  to  the  trade,  and  thereby  increase  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  body;  for  the  fact  cannot  be  overlooked 
that  scarcely  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  Conference 
members  attend  the  meetings,  so  that  the  other  90  per 
cent,  need  some  return  for  their  Is.  Qd.  subscriptions.  Some 
think  that  the  necessity  for  the  Year-book  no  longer  exists 
because  of  the  abundant  supply  of  hebdomadal  literature, 
and  the  thoroughness  with  which  this  and  other  journals 
skim  the  cream  of  foreign  pharmaceutical  publications. 
There  are,  however,  two  points  in  favour  of  the  Conference — 
first,  the  bad  practice  of  pharmacists  in  not  binding  their 
weekly  journals,  so  that  there  is  an  opening  for  such  a  bound 
annual  volume  as  the  Year  book ;  and  second,  the  possibility 
which  an  annual  volume  offers  of  condensing  into  one 
abstract  numerous  notes  on  one  subject  from  several  sources. 
In  the  latter  direction  there  is  a  possibility  of  development, 
judging  from  this  year's  volume;  but  the  quality  of  the 
matter  as  a  whole  is  good,  and  it  worthily  maintains  the 
traditions  of  the  Conference. 


SACCHARIN   v.  SACCHARIN. 

There  has  been  tbi3  week  a  heavy  exchange  of  paper- 
missives  from  the  legal  artillery  of  the  saccharin  combatants 
So  far  no  one  seems  to  be  a  pe^uy  the  worse,  thongh  buyers 
of  saccharin  may  be  many  shillings  the  better,  for  cn  both 
sides  prices  are  being  cut  down  with  much  generosity.  Messrs. 
Wilson,  Salaraon  k.  Co,  (Lirrj.)  commenced  the  attack  in  a 
circular  headed  "  Great  Redaction  in  the  price  of  Saccharin." 
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In  this  document;,  which  they  have  sent,  we  understand,  io  all 
their  customers,  they  say  that  in  addition  to  the  writs  issued 
by  them  last  year  against  Messrs.  Greeff  &  Co.,  and  others, 
for  infringement  of  their  patents  22,787  (1891),  and  21,417 
(1893),  they  have,  on  September  25,  issued  another  writ 
against  the  same  parties,  to  restrain  thsm  from  infringing 
the  original  patent  6,626  (1885)  of  which  Messrs.  Wilson, 
Salamon  &  Co.  (Lim.)  are  the  proprietors.  The  proceedings 
in  connection  with  both  writs  (the  circular  proceeds)  will 
be  pressed  forward  with  the  utmost  possible  speed.  The 
rumours  that  a  settlement  has  been  made  between  the 
opposing  parties  are  denied,  and  the  assertion  is  reiterated 
that  the  firm  will  spare  no  expense  to  maintain  and  defend 
their  patent  rights.  Refined  saccharin,  the  circular  states, 
is  500  times  sweeter  than  sugar  (Messrs.  Greeff  &  Co.  sell 
theirs  as  1  to  550),  and  Messrs.  W.,  S.  &  Co.  do  not  intend  to 
depart  from  that  statement,  although,  by  simply  taking  a 
low  grade  of  beet-sugar  for  comparison,  they  might  easily 
say  that  it  was  700  or  1,000  times  sweeter.  The  circular 
ends  by  saying  that  in  pursuance  of  the  firm's  policy  to 
make  saccharin  cheaper  in  use  than  sugar,  and  in  view  of 
the  reduction  ia  the  market  price  of  sugar,  they  have 
decided  to  make  "  such  a  great  and  important  reduction  in 
price  as  enables  our  manufacture  to  retain  its  position  as 
the  cheapest  sweetener  in  the  world." 

The  Soci6  6  Chimique  des  Usines  du  Rhone  (Messrs. 
K.  W.  Greeff  &  Co. 'a  principals),  in  a  reply  circular 
dated  from  the  "Pavilion  Fracoais,  Brewers'  Exhibition," 
explain  that  the  position  with  regard  to  the  law-suits  is  per- 
fectly simple.  Messrs.  Wilson,  Silamon  &  Co.  (Lim.)  say  the 
S.C.U.R.  claim  to  have  certain  patents  protecting  the  manu- 
facture cf  saccharin  so  as  to  make  it  a  present  monopoly  in 
their  hands.  They  (the  S.C.U.R.)  are  attacking  that  position 
"  in  the  interests  of  the  consumer,"  acd  are  fully  determined, 
if  necessary,  to  carry  the  war  to  the  highest  tribunal  in  the 
land.  They  have  openly  sold  saccharin  in  Great  Britain 
ever  since  February,  1895,  when  they  sold  their  first  pound 
to  W.,  S.  &  Co.  themselves,  and  no  attempt  has  beei  made  to 
stop  the  sales  by  way  of  interim  injunction.  They  add  that 
they  were  the  first  to  place  upon  the  market  pure  saccharin) 
which  they  still  offer  at  prices  comparing  favourably  with 
W.,  S.  &  Co.'s  (unstated)  reduced  rates,  and  that  their 
saccharin  "A"  is  550  times  sweeter  than  refined  cane-sugar 
measured  by  the  recognised  system  of  standardisation. 

It  is  pleasing  to  find,  in  this  age  of  selfishness,  a  firm 
stepping  foiward  nobly  to  spend  a  lot  of  money  on  lawyers 
and  their  paraphernalia  merely  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
a  monopoly  "in  the  interests  of  the  consumer  " ;  and  the 
thanks  of  all  gouty  subjects,  mineral-water  drinkers,  and 
other  users  of  saccharin  will  be  accorded  to  Messrs.  Greeff's 
principals  by  acclamation. 

In  the  meantime,  there  is  still  much  mystery  about  the 
price-reduction  to  which  Messrs.  Wilson,  Salamon  &  Co.'s 
circular  refers  with  such  splendid  vagueness.  We  under- 
stand that,  at  present,  each  side  is  prepared  to  undersell  the 
other,  but  refuses  to  give  a  bottom  quotation  until  it  knows 
to  what  length  its  opponent  is  prepared  to  go.  So  much  is 
certain,  however,  that  the  prices  have  broken  down  con- 
siderably lately,  and  if  the  combatants  persist  in  their 
present  mood,  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  "  land-slide."  It 
is  notorious  that  several  large  coal- tar  works  on  the  Con- 
tinent are  placing  upon  the  market,  under  various  fancy 
names,  preparations  chemically  identical  with  saccharin, 
and  the  competition  from  these  sources  increases  the  pro- 
bability of  a  further  "  slump  "  in  the  prices.  At  present  the 
1 : 300,  or  usual  druggists'  grade  of  saccharin,  may  be  bought 
in  quantities  on  the  spot  at  a  price  rather  below  30s. 
per  lb.,  and  for  export  still  lower  rates  would  be  accepted. 


The  position  is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
the  saccharin-manufacturers  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of 
selling  at  lower  prices  on  the  Continent  than  they  have 
quoted  to  customers  in  this  country. 


GROCERS'  AND  CHEMISTS'  BEESWAX. 
The  decision  of  the  Queen's  Bench  Divisional  Court  to  the 
effect  that  beeswax  when  sold  by  a  grocer  cannot  be  regarded 
as  a  drug  is  put  on  record  in  such  a  way  as  to  imply  that  a 
different  standard  of  quality  should  be  exacted  from  a 
chemist.  This  decision  may  not  look  quite  like  ideal  justice, 
but  we  are  not  inclined  to  cavil  at  it.  Chemists  cannot  wish 
for  anything  better  than  for  a  reputation  of  always  selling 
the  best  article,  which  is  what  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  seems 
to  credit  them  with.  It  is  wise  for  pharmacists  to  live  up  to 
this  character;  but  there  are  two  considerations  which 
should  not  be  overlooked.  First,  that  judges  and  the  public 
generally  must  be  williDg  to  pay  for  the  extra  purity  they 
look  for  from  chemists ;  and  secondly,  thit  chemists  must  not 
be  debarred  from  selling  the  other  sort  of  wax  "  for  polishing 
mahogany,"  &c,  though,  we  are  willing  to  agree,  not  under 
the  name  of  beeswax. 

THE  IRISH  QUALIFICATION. 
Owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  at  ention  I  have  lately  devoted  to 
the  subject  of  chemists'  and  druggists'  prices,  I  have  been 
introduced  to  the  sad  story  of  an  Irish  apothecary,  who 
started  in  business  in  England  without  ascertaining  whether 
his  Irish  qualification  was  sufficient  to  legally  justify  him  in 
so  doing,  and  has,  in  consequence,  been  prosecuted  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  Being  interested 
in  this  subject,  I  sent  down  to  make  some  inquiries  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  London,  as  to  their  reasons  for 
refusing  to  recognise  the  Irish  qualification.  They  tell  me 
that,  in  their  opinion,  the  Irish  examination  is  an  insufficient 
test  of  a  druggist's  qualifications  for  dispensing- work,  and 
that  they  consequently  do  not  recognise  licentiates  of  the 
Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society.  This  really  seems  to  me  to 
be  another  grievance  from  Ireland,  not  so  much  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Irish  chemist  as  from  that  of  his 
customers.  Is  an  Irishman's  internal  economy  less  precious 
in  the  eyes  of  the  law  than  that  of  an  Englishman  or  a 
Scotchman  ?  Is  a  pill  or  a  draught  good  enough  for  him 
which  would  not  be  fit  for  an  Englishman  or  Scotchman  ? 
If  not,  I  do  not  see  why  the  qualifications  for  a  dispensing 
chemist  should  be  lower  cn  the  west  side  of  the  St.  George's 
Channel  than  on  the  east. — Truth. 

We  have  lost  our  faith,  if  we  ever  had  any,  in  Mr. 
Labouchere's  journalistic  accuracy  after  his  recent  display 
of  animosity  against  chemists  in  respect  of  their  prices. 
Consequently,  we  are  not  going  to  accept  the  statement  made 
in  the  above  paragraph  as  correct — that  is  to  say,  we  are  not 
willing  to  believe  that  any  official  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
from  the  porter  to  the  President,  could  have  given  such  an 
answer  to  Truth's  messenger  as  is  alleged.  If  any  such 
explanation  were  actually  given,  it  would  be  a  piece  of 
impertinence  which  Irish  pharmacists  would  justly  resent,  as 
well  as  being  an  absolutely  incorrect  reason.  Mr.  Labouchere 
may  be  interested  in  knowing  that  the  reason  why  an  Irish 
pharmacist  may  not  practise  in  Great  Britain,  or  a  British 
one  in  Ireland,  is  that  the  latter  country  insisted  in  1875  on 
Home  Rule  in  pharmacy,  and  that  this  was  conceded  to 
them  by  a  Conservative  Government. 

ADULTERATION  IN  1895. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  published  a  very  dull 
report  on  the  working  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  1895.  It  gives  nothing  much  beyond  statistics,  and 
these  for  the  most  part  are,  as  we  have  often  shown,  of  no 
value.  It  finds  that  the  percentage  of  adulteration 
generally  in  the  country  fell  from  10  3  in  1894  to  9  3  in  1895. 
This  is,  however,  only  the  percentage  of  samples  which 
analysts  have  reported  against  out  of  the  number  taken  for 
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the  purpose  of  being  tested.  Clearly,  the  value  of  the 
statistics  depends  on  whether  the  samples  were  collected  on 
an  exactly  corresponding  basis  in  the  two  years.  OE  this 
we  have  no  information.  The  L.G.B  'a  figures  make  it  ap- 
pear that  the  adulteration  of  drugs  has  fallen  from  11  2  to 
11  per  cent.  The  looseness  of  the  report  is  again  illustrated 
by  the  drug  paragraph.  There  were,  it  is  stated,  .1,439 
samples  of  drugs  e3amined,  and  158,  or  11  per  cent.,  were 
reported  against.  "The  principal  drugs  condemned  were 
nitre,  with  39  out  of  123  samples,  and  rhubarb,  with  33  out 
of  195."  The  Board  means  to  say  "  the  drugs  principally 
condemned  " ;  ita  "  nitre  "  refers  to  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  and 
its  "  rhubarb  "  to  tincture  of  rhubarb.  Proceedings  were 
taken  in  69  cases ;  one  fine  of  51.  was  recovered,  and  the 
others  averaged  about  8s.  each.  The  average  penalty  of  the 
year  under  the  Act  was  11.  15s.  9d.  The  report  shows  that 
Londoners  are  better  taken  care  of  than  countrymen.  One 
sample  to  every  414  persona  was  taken  for  analysis  in  London, 
and  one  to  every  736  in  the  provinces.  In  13  boroughs, 
of  which  Tynemou.th  and  South  port  were  the  largest,  not 
a  single  sample  of  £?od  or  drugs  was  taken  for  analysis. 


HOLY-ROOD  TABLE  WATER. 
Messes.  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.,  Abbeyhill  Chemical- 
works,  Edinburgh,  have  hit  upon  a  really  excellent  idea — 
viz.,  an  artificial  saline  table  water  similar  in  composition  to 
the  popular  imported  natural  aerated  table-waters.  Holy- 
rood  table-water  contains  salts  of  sodium,  magnesium,  lime, 
and  lithia  in  the  form  of  bicarbonates,  chlorides,  and  sulphates 
the  composition  being  based  upon  analyses  of  the  more 
important  watera.  It  is  well  charged  with  carbonic -acid  gas — 
perhapa  a  trifle  overcharged— and  gives  a  prolonged  sparkle. 
It  is  pleasant  to  taste,  refreshing,  and  well  deserves  a  trial. 
From  the  antacid  and  slightly  aperient  character  of  the 
water  it  ia  well  adapted  for  mixing  with  red  wines  and 
spirits.  It  is  pat  up  in  the  natural  table-water  bottles,  and 
ia  rather  attractive.  We  should  think  that  there  is  a  good 
future  for  it,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  made  in  Scotland  should 
not  be  against  it. 

LORIMER'S  AMERICAN  SOAP. 
Mr.  John  Lorimer,  of  the  firm  of  Lorimer  &  Co.,  Britannia 
Eow,  Islington,  paid  a  long  visit  to  Ameiica  in  the  earlier 
part  of  this  year,  and  amoDg  the  business  arrangements  he 
made  was  one  to  take  the  British  agency  for  the  toilet-soaps 
manufactured  by  Charles  E.  Miller,  of  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  firm  have  now  a  Jarge  supply  of  these  soaps  in 
stock,  and  are  expecting  a  still  further  variety.  We  have 
tested  some  of  the  samples,  and  have  also  studied  the  price- 
list  which  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.  have  issued,  with  a  good 
deal  of  astonishment.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  an 
American  manufacturer  can  make  such  good  soaps  at  such 
prices.  The  '^Majestic  "  is  one  of  the  soaps  we  have  tried 
It  is  a  4A-oz.  oval  tablet,  the  perfume  of  which  ia  by  no 
means  common,  which  is  quoted  at  16s.  per  gross,  and  at  a 
substantial  reduction  from  that  price  to  buyers  who  can 
fcike  50Z  worth.  There  are,  of  course,  plenty  of  higher- 
priced  soaps,  the  extra  value  being  apparently  in  the  per- 
fume, the  wrapping,  &c.  The  "  True  Violet,"  which  sells  at 
42s.  per  gross,  is  an  exquisite  sample  of  the  higher-priced 
soaps.  There  are,  besides  the  usual  varieties,  some  with 
medicinal  properties,  such  as  carbolic,  arsenical,  cutaneous, 
sulphur,  "  witch-hazel  and  celery."  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co. 
wish  us  to  note  that  the  retail  prices  cf  these  scaps  will  be 


strictly  protected.  They  undertake  to  supply  them  to  no 
one  who  cuts  the  prices.  To  buyers  who  will  take  501.  lines 
they  are  prepared  not  only  to  give  special  terms,  but  also  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  to  supply  the  soaps  to  no  one  else 
in  the  same  district.  A  special  soap  for  the  coming  Christ- 
mas season  is  a  tablet  beautifully  moulded  in  the  form  of  a 
baby.  Each  baby  is  wrapped  in  cotton- wool  and  packed  in 
a  little  box,  and  will  sell  at  3d.  with  a  very  respectable 
profit.  Messrs.  Lorimer  say  they  have  over  eighty  gross  of 
these  on  the  way,  but  the  greater  part  of  them  are  already 
sold,  so  that  ether  chemists  who  could  do  with  some  for 
their  Christmas  trade  should  order  at  once. 


WOODRUFF'S  SPRAY- APPARATUS. 
The  number  of  apparatus  in  the  market  for  producing  spray 
for  medical  purposes  is  great  enough  in  all  conscience,  and 
one  is  diaposed  to  take  the  attitude  of  a  hostile  critic  in 
regard  to  all  newcomers.  Every  apparatus  of  the  kind  pos- 
sesses,  or  is  claimed  to  possess,  special  and  peculiar  advan- 
tages, but  the  fact  remains  that  the  majority  preset t 
corresponding  drawbacks  which  leave  ample  scope  for 
inventive  ingenuity.  If  of  glass  they  are  dangeroualy 
fragile ;  if  of  vulcanite,  with  a  central  wire,  they  soon  get 
blocked  ;  if  of  metal  they  corrode,  and  fail  to  work  after  a 
comparatively  short  period  of  active  service.  The  tube 
terminals  are  usually  immovably  fixed  at  the  requisite  angle, 
and  cannot  be  easily  or  perfectly  cleansed  ;  and  when  medi- 
cated liquids  of  an  oleaginous  nature  are  used  it  is  almost 
always  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  spray. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  these  inconveniences  appear  to  be 
guarded  against  in  the  apparatus  invented  by  Mr.  Thomas 


Woodruff  (Withington,  Manchester).  It  is  worked  with  a 
single  rubber  bulb,  and  the  spray-tubes  are  made  of  cellu- 
loid, thus  obviating  the  risk  of  breakage — a  tangible  risk 
when  the  laryngeal  tube  ia  used..  Three  forms  of  tube  are 
provided — for  the  nose,  pharynx,  and  larynx  respectively. 
The  novelty  of  the  invention  consists  in  the  use  of  two  tubes, 
one  within  the  other,  the  inner  serving  as  the  air-conduit. 
When  in  use  the  current  of  air  draws  the  medicated  liquid 
through  the  outer  tube  and  converts  it  into  a  spray.  The 
concentric  arrangement  of  the  nozzles  can  be  readily  adjusted 
by  a  simple  screw  mechanism  so  furnish  a  coarse  or  a  fine 
spray  as  desired.  The  medicated  fluid  is  poured  into  a 
reservoir  communicating  with  the  outer  tube  at  its  base,  and 
disposed  in  such  wise  that  its  passage  thereinto  is  facilitated 
by  the  influence  of  gravity.  Beference  to  the  illustration 
will  make  this  arrangement  clear. 
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PFHE  art  of  plajing  Hamlet  without  the  Prince  of  Denmark 
X  is  being  rapidly  learnt  at  the  breweries.  Opened  at  the 
Agricultural  Hall  on  Saturday  last,  and  scarce  finished 
when  our  representatives  went  there  on  Monday,  there 
seemed  little  about  it  of  the  old  nature  to  justify  its  title. 
Messrs.  Barnett  &  Foster,  Bratby,  Hinchliffe  &  Co  ,  and  Dan 
Rylands  (Limited),  are  no  longer  there.  They  were  amongst 
the  first  to  protest,  and  Galloways  and  Meadoworofts  have 
followed  their  lead.  With  them  have  also  gone  all  the 
makers  of  essences,  except  two,  Messrs.  Clayton  &  Jowett 
and  Mabtin  Pbbls  &  Co.,  the  first  on  the  ground-floor, 
the  latter  in  the  gallery.  Gone,  too,  are  those  pockets  of 
hops,  and  barrels  and  sacks  of  less  mysterious  things,  which 
go  to  make  bser— pure  beer — and  there  even  seems  to  be 
less  wh'sky  about  than  before.  Patent  tills,  lithography, 
caterers'  goods,  glove  cleaners,  and  polishers  of  various 
kinds,  help  to  fill  the  vacancies  created  by  the  absentees, 
and  although  it  is  all  attractive,  nice  looking,  and  interesting 
in  a  way,  it  is  not  the  Brewers'  Exhibition  of,  fay,  three 
years  ago.  Now  it  would  scarcely  pay  a  provincial 
chemist  or  aerated-water  maker  to  come  up  to  London  in 
the  idea  that  he  will  see  in  the  show  a  tithe  of  all  that  is 
new  in  the  aerated-water  trade.  Our  representatives  con- 
versed with  a  number  of  the  exhibitors  regarding  the  change 
in  the  character  of  the  Exhibition,  and  some  of  them  sug- 
gested that  it  is  being  steadily  evolved  into  a  Pablicans' 
Exhibition — that  is  to  say,  an  exhibition  of  articles  and  goods 
specially  required  by  publicans. 

First,  then,  in  regard  to  the  geography  of  the  place.  Messrs. 
W.  Babnabd  &  Sons  occupy  the  position  filled  for  so  many 
years  by  Messrs.  Barnett  &  Foster,  but  a  steam  loop  has  the 
larger  section  of  the  space  next  the  door.  Opposite  are 
Messrs.  Clayton  &  Jowett,  on  Messrs.  Bratby  &  Hinch- 
liffe's  old  place,  and  further  up  the  hall  Messrs  Mappin  & 
Webb,  the  cutlers  and  silversmiths,  make  a  brave  show  where 
Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell  were  wont  to  di-play  their 
soluble  essences.  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Oo.'s  Messina  Castle 
has  been  replaced  by  a  booth  belonging  to  the  Manchestee 
Chemical  Company.  The  spot  which  Dan  Rylands 
(Limited)  used  to  keep  lively  with  machinery  in  motion  we 
did  not  recognise,  so  changed  is  it ;  and  where  Messrs. 
Boake,  Roberts  &  Co.  once  were,  the  United  Kingdom  Tea 
Company  are  now.  Tobacco-manufacturers  have  crept  from 
the  shadow  of  the  gallery  into  the  broad  daylight  of  the 
centre  of  the  hall,  and  the  Pavilion  Francais  in  the  very 
centre  of  the  building  gives  the  key-note  in  a  dream  of 
artistic  furnishing  which  is  eloquent  of  the  sweetness  of 
Saccharin- Monnet — more  of  which  anon. 

We  find  it  a  little  difficult  on  this  occasion  to  know  where 
to  begin  our  descriptive  notes,  but  we  cannot  be  wrong  in 
taking  the  non-intoxicants  first.  The  United  Kingdom  Tea 
Company's  exhibit  is  magnificent,  but  we  thall  not  go  into 
details,  for  our  attention  was  particularly  called  to  "Voloca," 
the  Company's  tea  for  invalids,  which  medical  journals  have 
praised  because  it  contains  so  little  tannin.  From  one 
quarter  we  hear  that  "  it  is  remarkably  free  from  tannin," 
but  the  company  only  claims  that  the  infusion  contains  just 
about  half  the  tannin  yielded  by  an  ordinary  tea — i.e  ,  If  gr. 
per  teacupful.  It  has  excellent  flavour  and  softness,  too,  and 
is  up  to  the  average  alkaloidal  standard.  This  tea  is  put  up 
for  chemists'  trade  specially.  Messrs.  PEAE3E  &  Meeking's 
exhibit  of  "  Taralouva"  tea  is  not  so  imposing,  but  one  can 
sample  the  tea  there ;  we  would  commend  a  trial  of  the 
"Taralouva"  fannings,  which  sells  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb  ,  yet  is 
possessed  of  exquisite  bouquet. 

Non-alcoholic  beverages  do  not  appear  to  be  more  numer- 
ous than  before,  Kop's  Ale  and  Messrs.  Cox  &  Co.'s 
(Limited)  anti-barton  being  the  principal  exhibits  in  this 
section.  At  the  latter's  stand  we  tasted  the  non  alcoholic 
ginger- wine,  and  it  is  remarkable  how  similar  to  the  real 
thing  it  is.  The  particular  sample  had  been  ten  months  in 
cask,  yet  was)  perfectly  bright,  and  showed  no  sign  of 
fermentation,  for  an  analysis  made  a  few  days  ago  revealed 
the  presence  of  less  than  0  5  per  cent;,  of  alcohol.  Mr.  Cjx 
states  that  the  wine  contains  a  preserva'i7e,  bat  it  is  not 


required  during  the  cold  weather,  and  is  added  merely 
because  they  do  not  know  where  the  wine  may  go.  Tfce 
firm  make  various  kinds  of  non-alcoholic  wine.  They  are 
absolutely  ncn-intoxicalicg  and  pleasart  beverages,  which 
chemists  may  retail  with  credit.  No  licence  is  required. 
The  anti-barton  is  a  non-intoxicating  beer ;  the  firm  also 
make  a  stout.  These  are  fermented,  but  fermentation  is 
stopped  when  the  alcohol  reaches  between  0  5  and  1  per 
cent.,  then  is  Pasteurised,  cr  otherwise  treated  so  as  to 
prevent  further  fermentation. 

Fluid-beef  preparations  are  not  numercas.  Messrs.  Beand 
&  Co,  of  11  Little  Stanhope  Street,  W.,  are  there  occu- 
pying their  accustomed  place  at  the  back  of  the  Hall. 
There  they  dispense  their  "  Beef-bouillon,"  a  pleasant  and 
highly-nutritious  drink,  and  show  their  maDy*  delicacies — 
soups,  "  Al  sauce,"  "  India  Chutney,"  and  *'  Zisnozskouska," 
a  Russian  condiment  for  sandwiches  Messrs.  Abmotjb  &  Co  , 
Tooley  Street,  show  "Vigoral,"  prepared  from  their  solid 
extract  of  beef,  with  the  addition  of  powdered  beef  ard 
seasoning.  Their  stand,  which  is  very  handsomely  arranged, 
and  decorated  with  buffilj-horns,  also  contains  pepsin- 
tablets  and  other  well-known  specialities  of  the  firm. 
"Vimbos,"  a  preparation  of  the  Scottish  Fluid  Beep 
Company  (Limited),  is  exhibited,  and  a  good  dis- 
play is  also  made  of  Maggi's  Consomme— that  most  pleasant 
of  beef-cups.  Cider  and  perry  exhibits  can  always  ba  made 
to  look  nice  by  a  liberal  display  of  the  raw  material,  and  this 
rule  has  been  followed  in  the  case  of  two  manufacturers 
whose  goods  we  inspected  at  the  Breweries.  Mr.  John 
Watkins,  of  Pomona  Farm,  Wilhington,  Hereford,  shows 
his  perry,  an  effervescent  drink  of  the  calonr  and  general 
appearance  of  champagne,  and  he  guarantees  his  cider  to 
be  pure.  Messrs.  W.  Gaymer  &  Son,  of  Attleborough, 
Norfolk,  have  been  established  for  two  hundred  years,  and 
they  ought,  therefore,  to  speak  with  authority  on  the  history 
of  thi3  old-English  beverage.  In  a  little  treatise  on  cider 
manufacture,  issued,  by  them,  they  try  to  disabuse  our  minds 
of  the  belief  that  Devonshire  is  the  classic  cider-county. 
"  Nothing  of  the  kind,"  they  say  ;  "  cider  has  been  made  in 
Norfolk  quite  as  long  as  in  Devon."  They  then  trace  the 
word  cider  (or  "  cyder,"  as  they  call  it)  from  the  Hebrew shcJ/ir, 
meaning  a  state  of  intoxication,  through  the  Greek  siJttra,  the 
Latin  sicera,  and  the  French  cidre.  Cider,  it  seems,  came, 
over  to  England  from  Normandy  with  William  the  Conqueror. 
Among  other  drinks  represented  at  the  Breweries  are 
the  "  Salutaris,"  the  "  Jobannis,"  and  "Adonis"  table- 
waters.  The  Salutabis  Company  have  a  nice  show  of 
their  pure  distilled  table-water  charged  with  carbonic- 
acid  gas.  "  Jobannis  "  occupies  its  usual  corner  near  the 
entrance.  "Adonis"  bai  a  more  modest  stand;  it  calls 
itself  the  "  Nectar  of  Nature,"  but  it  bubbles  forth,  cot  from 
Olympus,  but  from  a  spriog  in  a  remote  part  of  the  Ardennes 
mountains.  "  Melline,"  though  not  itself  a  drink,  may  be 
mentioned  in  connection  with  beverages,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
a  preparation  for  fining,  purifying,  colouring,  and  mellowing 
spirit.  The  manufacturers  are  the  Melline  Company 
(Limited),  225a  West  George  Street,  Glasgow. 

A  word  may  also  be  given  to  Messrs.  Cotjrtenay  &  Co., 
Worcester,  manufacturers  of  an  "original"  Worcestershire 
sauce.  They  also  supply  an  ingenious  patent  bottle-holder, 
consisting  of  a  low  nickel-plated  cup,  enclosing  the  bottom, 
of  the  bottle,  and  connected  by  a  metal  strip,  ending  in  a 
handle,  to  a  band  which  clasps  the  neck  of  the  bottle. 

Messrs.  Maltop  &  Co.,  Acton  Biewery,  have  a  nice  show  of 
non-alcoholic  beers,  which  may,  of  course,  be  sold  without 
licence.  A  feature  of  this  exhibit  is  the  "  Kaiserlich  Lager 
Beer  "  in  champagne  bottles. 

A  most  interesting  exhibit  of  beverages  is  that  of  Messrs. 
Blandy,  Bros  ,  who  have  been  appointed  consignees  of  the 
wines  sent  over  to  this  country  by  the  South  Australian 
Government.  The  wines  bear  the  trade-mark  "  Orion,"  with 
a  representation  of  the  constellation.  They  are  grown  by 
private  viticulturists,  who  bring  them  on  the  market  through 
the  medium  of  the  Government.  The  Government  analyst  tests 
each  parcel,  and,  if  he  finds  it  pure,  gives  a  certificate  to 
that  effect,  and  permits  it  to  be  exported  in  charge  of  the 
Government.  It  is  then  consigned  to  the  South  Australian 
Government  representative  in  London,  and  handed  by  him 
for  sale  tD  Messrs.  Blandy  Bros.  The  wines  have  a  pleasant 
louquet  and  taste,  and  are  rsascnable  in  price. 

The  central  position  on  the  ground  floor  is  occupied  by 
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■what  is  styled  the  "  French  Pavilion."  Here  the  Societe 
Chimique  des  Usines  du  RhGne  show  Monnet's  saccharin, 
which  has  been  introduced  into  this  country  by  Messrs.^  R. 
W.  GreefE  &  Co.  A  couple  of  vases  outside  the  Pavilion 
contain  powdered  saccharin  (I  to  550),  the  sweetening  matter 
in  each  vase  being  equal  to  that  of  two  tons  of  cane  sugar. 
Outside,  the  French  Pavilion  is  brightly  decorated  with 
tricolors,  while  the  interior  is  tastefully  furnished.  Nothing 
special  can  be  said  about  the  saccharin  exhibit,  but  Mr. 
Persch,  the  director  of  the  Lyons  factory,  who  is  daily 
present  at  the  Exhibition,  showed  us  an  interesting  novelty 
in  the  shape  of  synthetical  perfumes  pat  up  in  small 
cylindrical  glass-tubes  with  a  screw  top.  When  the  top  is 
unscrewed  and  the  cylinder  held  horizontally,  a  gentle  spray 
of  scent,  which  is  stopped  as  soon  as  the  opening  is  pointed 
upwards,  is  ejected  from  the  tube.  These  "  Confetti "  per- 
fumes are  not  as  yet  quite  ready  for  the  British  market, 
but  they  have  been  the  lage  in  France  lately  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Tsar's  visit,  and  they  are  likely,  we  think,  to  find  a 


good  sa'e  here  also.  The  solvent  appears  to  be  a  methy 
ester.  Ooe  of  the  most  interesting  things  in  the  whole 
exhibition  is  Trillat's  apparatus  for  disinfecting  by  means 
of  formaldehyde,  which  consists  of  an  autoclave  in  which  the 
formaldehyde  compound  is  heated  by  a  Swedish  lamp.  Tbe 
top  of  the  autoclave  is  securely  clamped,  and  in  it  are  fixed 
two  copper  tubes  with  a  capillary  bore  which  permit  the  gas 
being  introduced  into  a  room  through  the  keyhole  for  dis- 
infecting purposes.  We  shall  refer  more  fully  to  the  matter 
later  on. 

The  original  sellers  of  saccharin  in  Britain,  and  the  holders 
of  the  patent-rights  for  this  country  of  Fahlberg,  List  &  Co.'s 
saccharin,  Messrs.  Wilson,  Salamon  &  Co.,  of  165  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  are  also  well  represented  at  the  Exhibition, 
as  indeed  they  have  been  for  the  past  nine  or  ten  years. 
They  show  saccharin  1  to  300  and  1  to  500,  and  a  variety  of 
aerated  and  brewed  non-alcoholic  beverages  prepared  there- 
with. Judging  from  the  number  of  visitors  that  crowd  their 
stand,  their  popularity  has  in  no  wife  suffered  from  the 
arrival  of  a  competitor,  whose  rights  to  the  British  market, 
moreover,  remain  to  be  tested  at  law. 

Thomas  Farmer  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Billiter  Buildings, 
E  C,  whom  we  do  not  remember  having  met  before  at  this 
Exhibition,  have  a  very  nicely  decorated  stand  in  pale-blue 
plush,  on  which  they  show  samples  of  their  pure  sulphuric 
and  nitric  acids,  as  well  as  of  nitrous  and  sulphurous  acids. 
Bisulphite  of  lime  is  one  of  the  firm's  principal  specialities. 
Their  showcard  contains  a  facsimile  of  the  first  patent 
given  to  the  firm  in  the  reign  of  George  III. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  essence  exhibits,  but  there 
is  no  novelty  in  them  to  call  attention  to,  except  the  attrac- 
tive manner  in  which  Messrs.  M.  Perls  &  Co.  decorate 
their  stand  with  fresh  branches  from  Sicilian  lemon  and 
orange  trees  with  the  fruit  upon  them  as  green  as  the 
leaves.  The  nearest  congeners  of  these  exhibits  are  Messrs. 
Hassall's  phospho-citric  acid,  and  a  somewhat  sombra  show 
by  the  British  C02  Company  (Limited),  285  Wa,nd3worth 


Bridge  Road,  S.W.,  which  consists  simply  of  cylinders  of 
the  liquefied  gap. 

The  Manchester  Chemical  Company  have  a  pretty 
large  shew  of  essences,  colouring- matters,  &c.  Their  prin- 
cipal speciality,  however,  is  liquid  tartaric  acid  (sp.  gr. 
1  450).  The  company  also  give  away  a  guide  to  the  manu- 
facture of  mineral  and  ae/ated  waters,  containing  some 
useful  formulas. 

The  machinery  exhibits,  as  already  indicated,  are  neither 
numerous  nor  pretentious.  Messrs.  Clarke  Brothers,  of 
Ipswich,  show  their  bottle- washing  machine  this  year  with 
a  rinsing  attachment,  consisting  of  a  rack  for  eight  bottles 
which  moves  on  a  turn-table,  so  that  four  bottles  are  being 
rinsed  while  another  four  are  being  placed  on.  Messrs. 
Barnard  &  Sons'  exhibit  consisted  chiefly  of  syphons  and 
bottles,  amongst  the  former  being  samples  of  36-oz.  syphons, 
which  are  favoured  in  Australia  They  are  nice,  are  well 
finished,  and  beautifully  engraved.  Mr.  H.  C.  Slingsby, 
of  Bradford,  has  some  good  things  in  trollies  on  show,  and 
an  ingenious  labeller  (Pye'e)  which  we  have  tried  to  reconcile- 
to  pharmaceutical  purposes,  but  cannot  get  beyond  beer- 
bottles.  We  have  heard  of  chemists'  assistants  in  tropical 
parts  getting  a  turn  at  beer-bottling,  and  can  fancy  that 
this  would  suit  them.  Messrs.  Foxon,  Robinson  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Sheffield,  have  something  of  the  same  kind ; 
but  boxes  and  syphon-bottling  machines  are  their  forte. 
We  noticed  amongst  the  latter  a  rotary  filler  for  eight, 
twelve,  or  sixteen  bottles  at  a  time.  It  is  a  ciicular  trough 
for  holding  the  beverage,  and  this  the  bottler  turns  ronnd  as 
he  removes  and  replaces  the  bottles.  One  of  the  most 
ingenious  things  in  the  exhibition  is  the  "Beavis"  screw 
stopper  for  aerated-water  bottles.  This  is  an  ordinary 
ebonite  screw  stopper,  with  a  hole  pierced  through  the 


centre.  Into  this  is  dropped  a  pure-tin  valve  which  has  an 
indiarubber  washer  fixed  to  the  bottom  of  it.  When  one 
of  these  stoppers  is  screwed  into  an  empty  bottle  it  is  easy 
to  pour  water  through  the  stopper ;  but  if  the  water  is 
aerated  the  pressure  of  the  gas  forces  the  valve  up  and 
closes  the  bottle,  as  in  the  case  of  Codd's  ball-stoppered 
bottles.  In  fact,  the  "Beavis"  stopper  combines  the  ad- 
vantages  of  the  Codd  and  the  screw- stoppered  bottles.  Mr. 
C.  E.  Beavis.  of  Bristol,  the  inventor  of  the  stopper,  also 
exhibits  his  filling- machine,  which  fills  three  bottles  at  a 
time.  Any  kind  of  aerated-water  bottles  can  be  filled  by  it, 
and  in  the  case  of  bottles  with  the  new  screw  the  workman 
supplies  the  machine  with  the  bottles  already  stoppered. 
The  machine  is  the  simplest  rotary  filler  we  have  seen,  but 
we  shall  not  venture  upon  a  description  of  it,  simple  though 
it  is,  further  than  to  say  that  one  wheel  carries  the  bottles, 
actuates  the  syruping-valve,  and  does  everything  else  re- 
quired of  a  filler.  Messrs.  Ryder  &  Co 's  exhibit  is  close 
by,  and  is  chiefly  notable  for  clever  things  in  screw  stoppered 
bottle-filling  machines.  One  of  the  best  exhibits  of  boxes 
in  the  Hall  is  Messrs.  C.  H.  Glover  &  Co 'd,  of  theHatcham 
Saw-mills,  Ormside  Street,  S.E  Their  mineral- water  boxes 
are  hard  to  bsat  for  good  finish  and  durability,  the  wire- 
binding  thoroughly  securing  the  dovetailing. 
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Of  the  mechanical  exhibits  patent  tills  are  far  and  away 
the  most  numerous.  They  are  on  the  ground  floor  and  in 
the  gallery  by  the  dozen.  Some  are  eminently  suited  for  re- 
tailers ;  others  are  not  likely  to  be  found  anywhere  but  in 
public  houses,  and  the  latter  we  must  leave  severely  alone. 
The  newest  thing  is  the  Globe  Cashier,  with  the  word 
"  limited  "  added  to  it  for  trading  purposes.  In  its  perfect 
form  this  is  a  change  machine  and  till,  into  which  none  but 
the  man  with  the  key  to  the  lock  can  enter.  The  assistants 
actuate  outside  typewriter  kejs.  Suppose  a  customer  has 
bought  1*.  6d.  worth  and  gives  2s.  The  assistant  puts  the 
2s.  piece  into  a  glass  slot  at  the  side,  then  pushes  down  the 
Is.  key  once,  whereby  Is.  is  forced  out  of  the  change  till, 
then  the  6d  key  twice,  and  he  gets  two  sixpences.  One  of 
these  he  gkes  to  the  customer,  and  puts  the  other  and  the 
shilling  into  slots  for  that  purpose,  where  they  are  seen  by 
the  customer.  Another  key  is  pushed  and  they  drop  into 
the  takings  drawer,  and  the  2s  into  the  change  till.  It 
follows  that  at  the  end  of  the  day  the  change  till  contains 
the  same  amount  as  was  put  into  it  in  the  morning,  and  the 
takings  are  in  a  separate  compartment. 

The  National  Ca9h  Register  Company  (Limited) 
showed  us  their  newest  till.  It  costs  651.,  so  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  in  the  drug-trade  except  big  cash-chemists.  "  One 
action  does  six  things,''  we  were  told,  registers  the  purchase, 
shows  the  customer  the  amount  of  the  purchase,  ring3  a 
bell,  opens  the  drawer,  adds  the  sum  to  the  total,  and  prints 
a  check  to  give  to  the  customer.  The  wording  on  the  check 
■which  we  received  was: — "24  Nov.  2,  N.  C.  K.  Co.,  Ltd.. 
356  Strand,  London,  W.C.  Paid  with  thanks,  7s.  8£<Z." 
There  was  an  advertisement  on  the  back  of  the  check  too, 
and  a  duplicate  of  the  check  remained  in  the  till.  Keys  can 
foe  attached  for  A  B.  C.  D,  or  any  number  of  assistants,  so 
that  their  industry  is  duly  recorded  on  the  check  and  in  the 
till.  Fiom  this  till  to  Mr.  Thomas  O'Brien's  is  a  big  step  in 
the  wav  of  simplicity,  but  Mr.  O'Brien  claims,  we  think 
justly,  that  his  till  is  as  good  a  one  as  has  yet  been  produced 
for  the  chemists'  trade.  The  self-closing  arrangement  is 
ingenious,  and  the  new  coin-exhibitor  is  so  simple  and  costs 
so  little  that  we  would  commend  this  form  to  new  pur- 
chasers. We  talked  with  Mr.  O'Brien  abDut  the  use  of 
check-tills  in  the  colonies,  and  were  somewhat  astonished 
to  find  that  Australia  lags  behind  South  Africa  in  adopting 
them.  Why  1  Messrs.  G.  H.  Gledhill  &  Co.,  of  Halifax, 
In  addition  to  their  bottle-washing  machinery,  show  a  good 
variety  of  tills,  the  newest  being  the  "  Tom  Thumb  "  register 
— the  name  because  the  till  is  the  smallest  key  one  in  the 
world,  and  one  of  the  cheapest,  15^  The  firm  are  the 
makers  of  Loft's  tills,  which  they  now  have  in  nine  distinct 
forms,  the  latest  being  the  "Perfection,"  which  has  a 
coin-exhibitor  and  voucher-arrangement,  the  latter  giving  a 
voucher  for  the  customer.  The  "  Invincible  "  and  "  Unique  " 
are  smaller  forms  of  the  same  without  the  voucher  arrange- 
ments. It  interests  us  to  note  that  the  epigrammatic 
testimonials  attached  to  these  tills  have  been  given  to  the 
firm,  that  tills  the  world,  by  chemists. 

We  must  now  turn  to  the  advertising  novelties,  which  are 
•exceptionally  numerous  this  year.  On  the  ground-floor 
Messrs.  D.  Harper  &  Co.  show  samples  of  dozens  of  little 
things — pencils,  paper-knives,  card-cases,  &c. — now  used  in 
advertising.  The  Rainbow  Advertising  Syndicate 
(Limited)  exhibit  a  number  of  pretty  showcards — transpar- 
encies on  glass,  the  letters  being  made  of  gelatine,  in — well, 
rainbow  colours,  although  6ingle-coloured  letters  are  also 
used.  These  are  striking  and  novel.  In  the  galleries  Messrs. 
>3.  Hildesheime2&  Co.  (Limited)  again  create  much  atten- 
tion by  their  unique  display  of  showcards,  those  called 
"  Rembrandt "  (a  monochrome  process)  outdoing  photo- 
gravures. These  are  to  be  the  leading  thing  in  Christmas 
cards  and  calendars  this  year.  Messrs.  Raphael  Tuck  & 
Co.  make  as  brilliant  an  exhibit.  This  firm,  so  well  known 
in  connection  with  Christmas  cards,  have  lately  developed 
strongly  in  the  showcard  line,  and  the  beauty  of  some 
of  the  samples  of  lithography  prompted  a  conversation 
about  German  lithography.  Why  is  it  better  than  English  ? 
The  answer :  Because  the  temperature  and  climatic  condi- 
tions in  Germany  are  less  subject  to  variation  than  similar 
conditions  in  England,  and  this  has  much  to  do  with  the 
softness  and  richness  of  the  German  colouring.  What  of  the 
relative  artistic  ability  and  rate  of  remuneration  of  the 
workers  1  Answer  :  The  former  about  the  same  as  in  England, 


the  latter  frequently  higher.  Messrs.  Tuck,  as  the  successors 
to  B.  Cohen  k.  Co.'s  business,  also  include  in  their  exhibit 
many  little  advertising  nicknacks,  such  as  Messrs.  Harper 
show.  The  Brilliant  Sign  Company's  goods  deserve 
attention.  They  are  bevelled-edged  mirrors,  with  engraved 
lettering,  &c,  on  the  back. 

Among  the  showcard  manufacturers  present  at  the  Exhi- 
bition mention  should  be  made  of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Hunt  k.  Co., 
Birmingham,  who  have  produced  some  very  telling  cards ; 
and  of  Messrs.  Armitage  &  Ibbetson,  Bradford,  who  occupy 
their  usual  big  stand  near  the  entrance. 

The  "Selvyt"  polishing-cloth  has  now  assumed  many 
shapes.  It  is  shown  at  tae  Biewerie3  as  the  "  Sslvyt  pad 
polishing- rubbers"  for  horses,  dogs,  and  tall  hats;  the 
"  Selvyt  "  boot-polishing  strap ;  the  "  Selvyt  "  bath-glove  and 
lamp-glass  chimney-sweep ;  the  "  Selvyt "  waterproof  nursing- 
apron,  and  a  host  of  other  shapes,  i 

The  only  novelty  which  we  could  pick  out  of  the  pottery 
exhibits  in  the  gallery  was  in  Messrs.  Doulton  &  Co'S  fine 
display.  This  is  a  new  sterilising  filter,  as  shown  in  the 
following  illustration : — 


Each  time  water  is  poured  into  A  a  small  quantity  of 
sterilisirg  agent  (a  manganese  salt)  automatically  com- 
mences to  flow  from  b,  and  continues  until  the  water  has 
passed  into  the  lower  chamber  c.  The  amount  of  sterilising 
agent  liberated  is  proportioned  to  the  quantity  of  water 
which  is  poured  in.  The  process  of  sterilisation  commences 
beneath  the  cone  d,  and  the  water  then  passes  through  a 
bed  of  special  filtering  material,  which  entirely  abstracts 
the  added  sterilising  agent,  and  the  water  issues  from  this 
chamber  free  from  chemical  or  bacteriological  pollution,  and 
flows  into  the  vessel  e,  containing  a  specially -prepared 
carbon,  with  which  the  water  remains  in  cottact  until  drawn 
for  use  from  the  tap  f.  The  filter  incorporates  a  distinct 
novelty  in  water- filtration,  and  meets  the  stringent  demands 
now  made  for  a  microbicidal  filter. 

The  Berkefeld  Filteb  Company  (Limited),  of 
121  Oxford  Street,  W,,  who  have  their  usual  neat  stand, 
report  that  business  is  good,  and  that  they  are  particularly 
satisfied  with  the  recent  increase  in  the  sale  of  their  large 
filters  for  spirit-filtering.  They  exhibit  a  new  large  supply 
filter  with  mechanical  cleansing  arrangement,  in  which  a 
thin  coat  of  kieselgubr  is  placed  over  the  cylinders.  The 
impurities  in  the  liquid  are  deposited  upon  this  coat,  and 
as  soon  as  the  filtrate  begins  to  run  slower  the  filter  can  be 
automatically  cleansed  by  drawing  the  kieselguhr  off  at  a 
tap  at  the  bottom. 

Messrs.  Ldmley  &  Co.  exhibit  Kendle's  high-pressure 
filter,  which  contains  a  maximum  of  filtering-surface  in  a 
small  space.  The  filtering-bed  is  asbestos,  spread  as  a 
coating  upon  four  or  five  superposed  wire-covered  drums. 
Asbestos  has  the  advantage  of  being  a  cheap  filtering- 
medium,  and,  except  in  ihe  case  of  expensive  filtrates,  when 
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the  residue  can  be  pressed  out,  the  coating  may  therefore  be 
thrown  away  after  each  operation  Filters  are  also  shown 
by  the  Fulham  Pottery  and  Cheavin  Filter  Company 
(Limited),  and  by  J.  Bahstow  &  Sons,  Ferrybridge, 
Yorks. 

Without  exception  the  most  brilliant  exhibit  in  the  gallery 
is  that  of  Clark's  Patent  Syphon  Stoves,  which  are  vir- 
tually the  heating-stoves  of  the  drug- trade,  and  Mr.  Clark 
told  us  that  he  has  no  clients  who  have  so  mastered  the 
principles  of  the  stoves  as  chemists  have  done.  There  are 
no  new  things  in  the  gas-stoves  on  show  ;  but  there  is  an  oil 
one  with  an  oil  fount  which  holds  sufficient  oil  for  thirty-six 
hours'  burning.  With  care  this  stove  gives  heat  without  a 
trace  of  odour.  The  cheerful  look  of  these  syphon- stoves  is 
not  the  least  recommendation  of  them.  We  bear  that 
certain  members  of  our  Royal  Family  have  taken  quite  a 
fancy  to  them.  As  usual  at  Agricultural  Hall  exhibitions, 
the  south-east  side  of  the  gallery  was  redolent  of  petal  dust, 
and  there  people  were  buying  6d.  bottles  of  a  famous  brand 
of  Scotch  whisky  scent  manufactured  by  the  Kosmarine 
Company. 

Mr.  Hicks,  of  Hatton  Garden,  E.C.,  has  a  fine  display  of 
themometers  and  other  physical  instruments  required  in  the 
brewing-trade,  but  we  observed  nothing  specially  interesting 
to  pharmacists. 


legal  Reports. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Linseed  Meal. 

At  Kensington  Petty  Sessions,  on  October  27,  Messrs. 
Yarrow  &  Co.,  grocers,  93,  Prince's  Road,  W.,  were  summoned 
for  selling  |  lb.  linseed  meal  not  of  the  nature,  substance, 
and  quality  demanded.  Mr.  Leete  prosecuted  for  the 
Kensington  Vestry.  Inspector  Ellenden  said  he  asked  for 
\  lb.  of  linseed  meal.  The  manager  said,  "  Is  it  linseed  meal 
or  crushed  linseed  ?"  Witness  replied,  "  Linseed  meal." 
Witness  paid  twopence,  and  then  said  the  meal  would  b9 
analysed.  The  manager  rejoined,  "  Oh,  can  you  tell  me  the 
difference  between  cni-hed  linseed  and  linseed  meal  1 " 
Witness  rejoined,  "I  believe  they  are  the  same,"  and  left 
the  premises.  Mr.  Yarrow  :  It  is  true,  then,  that  my  manager 
asked  whether  you  would  take  crushed  linseed  or  only  linseed 
meal  ?  The  Inspector :  Yes  Then  if  you  insisted'on  meal 
you  knew  you  would  not  get  all  the  properties  of  linseed. — 
No,  I  expected  the  proper  article.  Mr.  Charles  Cassal,  public 
analyst,  proved  his  certificate,  which  stated  that  the  sample 
was  adulterated  with  20  per  cent,  of  starchy  matter,  that 
46  7  per  cent,  was  devoid  of  oil,  and  that  only  33  3  per  cent, 
was  linseed  meal.  Starch,  he  stated,  was  an  ingredient 
absolutely  foreign  to  linseed  meal.  There  is  no  difference 
between  crushed  linseed  and  linseed  meal.  Genuine  linseed 
meal  should  contain  at  least  30  per  cent,  of  oil.  Mr.  Yarrow 
said  he  would  call  expert  evidence  to  prove  that  the  Vestry's 
advisers  had  confused  linseed  meal  with  crushed  linseed.  Mr. 
Groves,  from  the  firm  of  Messrs  E.  &  T.  Pink,  Staple  Street! 
S.E.,  informed  the  justices  that  he  had  had  twenty  years' 
experience  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business.  Linseed  meal 
was  certainly  not  crushed  linseed,  and  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution  had  hopelessly  blundered.  Linseed  meal  was  an 
article  from  which  the  oil  had  been  abstracted,  but  crushed 
linseed  was  the  article  containing  all  the  oil,  and  was  therefore 
used  medicinally.  The  meal  is  used  for  linseed  cake,  and 
contains  very  little  nutriment.  If  anyone  goes  into  a  shop 
and  asks  for  the  meal,  a  careful  assistant  always  suggests 
the  difference,  and  Messrs.  Yarro  w's  manager  appears  to  have 
done  so  in  this  case.  The  Justices  decided  to  convict,  the 
penalty  being  40s.  and  costs. 


Grocers'  Beeswax  :  A  High  Court  Decision. 
On  Monday  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Grantham  and  Mr.  Jastice  Wright,  the  case  of  Fowle 
v.  Fowle  was  heard.  Mr.  T.  Mathew  represented  the 
appellant,  and  there  was  no  appearance  on  behalf  of  the 
respondent. 

Mr.  Mathew  said  the  point  for  the  Court  was  whether 
beeswax  was  a  drug  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
of  1875,  and  whether  a  person  could  be  convicted  under  that 


Act  of  selling  adulterated  beeswax.  The  appellant  was 
Thomas  Fowle,  the  inspector  who  conducted  the  prosecution, 
and  the  respondent  was  Thomas  Albert  Fowle,  a  grocer,  of 
Marden,  in  Kent.  This  was  a  case  stated  by  the  justices  of 
Cranbrook,  in  Kent,  who  dismissed  an  information  of  the 
present  appellant.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  as  follows  : — 
At  a  Petty  Sessions  held  at  Cranbrook,  on  April  2,  1896,  the 
respondent  was  summoned  on  a  charge  of  having,  on 
February  7  last,  at  Marden,  unlawfully  sold,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  appellant,  the  purchaser,  an  article  called  beeswax, 
which  was  not  of  the  nature,  substance,  and  quality  of  the 
article  demanded,  containing  50  parts  of  beeswax  and  50 
parts  of  a  foreign  ingredient — namely,  paraffin  The  re- 
spondent called  no  evidence,  and  upon  the  hearing  the 
Magistrates  dismissed  the  summons.  The  following  facts 
were  admitted  as  proved  :— One  James  Skinner,  as  the  agent 
for  the  appellant,  went,  on  February  7  last,  to  the  re- 
spondent's shop  and  asked  for  J  lb.  of  beeswax,  with 
which  he  was  supplied  by  the  respondent.  There  was  no 
label  on  the  beeswax,  but  the  respondent  stated  to  Skinner 
that  he  could  not  guarantee  the  beeswax  was  pure.  Skinner 
replied,  "  But  you  sell  it  as  beeswax  "  to  which  the  respondent 
answered  £;  Yes."  A  sample  of  this  beeswax  was  submitted 
to  Mr.  Matthew  A.  Adams,  the  Kent  public  analyst,  who 
certified  that  it  consisted  of  50  parts  beeswax  and  50  parts 
paraffin.  The  Act  provides  that  "  the  term  drug  shall  include 
medicine  for  internal  or  external  use."  In  support  of  the 
appellant's  case  the  following  definition  of  a  drug  was  quoted 
from  "Chambers's  Etymological  Dictionary": — "Any  sub- 
stance used  in  medicine."  The  attention  of  the  Jastices 
was  also  called  to  the  definition  of  a  drug  given  in  the 
"  Lexicon  of  Medical  and  Applied  Sciences,"  a  standard 
medical  dictionary  :  "  An  original  simple  medicinal  substance, 
organic  or  inorganic,  either  used  in  its  natural  condition,  or 
prepared  by  art,  or  mixed  with  other  substances  to  form  a 
medicament  or  medicine.  Generally  the  word  is  used  for  all 
medicinal  substances."  In  the  same  Lexicon  the  word  medi- 
cine was  explained  as  being  applied  to  any  substance 
used  for  the  cure  of  a  disease  or  to  allay  its  violence.  It 
was  also  proved  on  the  part  of  the  appellant  that  yellow  wax, 
which  according  to  the  definition  given  in  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia is  "  the  prepared  honeycomb  of  the  hive  bee,"  was 
an  article  used  in  the  composition  of  certain  medicines,  and 
was  mentioned  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  being  used 
in  the  preparation  of  twenty  separate  medicinal  preparations. 
It  was  also  used  in  the  preparation  of  pills  (particularly 
phosphorus  pills),  plaster,  and  ointment.  It  was  proved  that 
wax  was  necessary  to  secure  cohesion  in  pills,  and  it  was 
chiefly  used  as  a  vehicle  for  conveying  medicinal  substances. 
It  was  admitted  in  evidence  that  to  obtain  the  wax  mentioned 
in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  beeswax  was  melted  and 
strained,  and  honey  and  certain  impurities  were  taken  out. 
It  was  also  stated  that  the  properties  of  this  prepared  wax, 
when  used  with  oil,  were  of  a  healing  and  emollient  cha- 
racter, and  it  wa3  so  used  by  chemists  and  druggists,  but 
the  witness,  who  was  a  chemist,  was  unable  to  say  what,  if 
any,  were  the  medicinal  or  healing  qualities  of  beeswax  alone, 
nor  had  he  ever  known  it  used  alone,  describing  it  as  being  & 
vehicle  only,  and  adding  that  in  his  opinion  there  could  be 
no  manner  of  doubt  as  to  its  being  a  drug.  On  these  facts 
it  was  contended  for  the  appellant  that  beeswax  was  a  drug 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

It  was  contended  for  the  respondent  that  beeswax  was  not 
a  drug  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  that  the  sale  by 
the  respondent  to  the  appellant  was  not  a  sale  of  a  drug  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act.  On  thes8  facts  the  magistrates  found :  (1)  Tnat  the 
prepared  beeswax  known  as  yellow  wax  (with  the  bleached 
preparation  known  as  white  wax)  was  a  substance  mentioned 
in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  and  was  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  medicines  as  stated  in  this  case  ;  (2)  that  the  wax 
was  used  in  the  preparation  of  medicines  as  a  vehicle  only, 
and  not  as  possessing  any  healing  or  medicinal  properties, 
and  that  the  sale  of  beeswax  by  the  respondent  to  the 
appellant  was  not,  in  their  opinion,  a  sale  of  beeswax  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  purchaser  because  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  respondent  to  Skinner,  though  the  article  supplied 
was  not  of  the  substance,  nature  and  quality  of  the  article 
originally  demanded  by  the  appellant;  (3)  that  the  sale  of 
the  beeswax  by  the  respondent  was  a  sale  by  respondent  as 
a  grocer.    On  these  facts  the  magistrates  held  that  beeswax 
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was  not  a  drug  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  and,  further, 
that  if  beeswax  was  a  drug  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act, 
the  sale  was  not  a  sale  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  nor 
was  the  sale  by  the  respondent,  a  grocer,  a  sale  by  him  of  a 
drag  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  The  questions  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  were  :  (1)  Was  beeswax  a  drug  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act ;  (2)  Was  the  said  sale  of  beeswax  a 
sale  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser ;  (3)  If  so,  was  the 
sale  of  beeswax  by  the  respondent,  a  grocer,  the  sale  of  a 
ding  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act? 

Mr.  Justice  Grantham  observed  that,  as  no  one  appeared 
on  the  other  side,  their  Lordships  were  obliged  to  take  up 
the  cudgels  against  counsel.  His  difficulty  was  this :  What 
was  the  man  to  do  ?  There  was  no  suggestion  of  any  fraud 
on  jthe  part  of  the  respondent.  He  was  a  grocer  selling 
various  articles  at  a  small  place  in  Kent,  and  amongst  other 
things  he  kept  what  he  was  told  was  beeswax.  Skinner  was 
told  by  the  respondent  that  he  could  not  guarantee  it  was 
pure,  but  that  it  was  what  he  himself  bought  as  bees- 
wax. It  was  very  hard,  in  these  circumstances,  to  say  that 
a  man  should  be  convicted  because  it  turned  out  there  was 
some  paraffin  in  the  beeswax. 

Mr.  Mathew  suggested  that  a  grocer  would  know  that 
beeswax  was  a  thing  commonly  used  for  medicinal  purposes, 
and  though  he  would  be  entitled  to  sell  it  with  its  original 
impurities  he  would  not  be  entitled  to  add  to  it  foreign  sub- 
stances which  might  be  deleterious  to  health. 

Mr.  Justice  Grantham  said  there  was  no  suggestior  that 
the  respondent  added  the  paraffin. 

Mr.  Mathew  contended  that  if  there  was  not  a  conviction 
in  a  case  of  this  kind  because  of  the  respondent  being  a 
grocer,  then  a  chemist  would  be  able  to  perform  the  same 
operation  of  adulteration  and  still  go  free. 

Mr.  Justice  Grantham,  in  giving  judgment,  said  the 
Court  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  desirable 
to  interfere  with  the  decision  of  the  Magistra  es  in  this 
case,  which  they  considered  was  a  just  decision.  Although 
the  sale  by  a  grocer  of  beeswax  in  a  country  place  might, 
by  straining  a  point,  be  brought  within  th9  definition  of  a 
drug  quoted  by  counsel,  it  was  clear  that  this  case  would 
not  come  within  the  purview  of  most  of  such  definitions. 
This  was  a  sale  by  a  grocer  of  beeswax  not  to  be  used  as  a 
drag.  He  believed  beeswax  was  formerly  used  to  polish 
mahogany.  That  was  not  a  medicinal  purpose,  except  so 
far  as  it  would  act  medicinally  on  the  persons  who  polished 
the  mahogany  by  compelling  them  to  use  elbow-grease.  Not 
one  grocer  in  a  thousand  ever  sold  it  as  a  drug.  If  a  doctor 
wished  to  buy  beeswax  as  a  drug,  he  would  not  go  to  a  little 
country  grocer  to  get  the  cheap  wax  which  such  a  man 
would  fell,  and  which  he  did  not  sell  as  a  drug.  The 
grocer  did  not  make  the  beeswax  ;  he  sold  it.  When  asked 
in  this  case  if  it  was  pure,  he  replied  that  he  could  not 
guarantee  it,  as  he  did  not  know  its  component  parts,  but 
sold  it  as  he  bought  it.  It  would  be  hard,  in  these  circum- 
stances, to  say  that  because  there  were  other  substances  in 
the  article  the  seller  was  liable  to  a  fine.  Thfy  thought 
the  Magistrates  were  right  in  dismissing  the  summons,  and 
upheld  their  decision. 

Mr.  Justice  Wright  concurred.    Judgment  accordirgly. 

Sublimed  v.  Pbecipitated  Sulphite. 

The  Warwickshire  County  Council  at  their  last  meeting 
had  a  report  from  one  cf  their  inspectors  with  regard  to  a 
sample  of  precipitated  sulphur  he  had  submitted  for  analysis 
which  had.  been  certified  to  consist  entirely  of  sublimed 
sulphur.  The  report  state!  that  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  (the 
county  analyst")  explained  that  sublimed  sulphur  is  prepared 
quite  differently  from  precipitated  sulphur,  and  is  only 
about  one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  the  latter.  He  had  not 
taken  legal  proceedings  against  the  vendors,  as  it  was 
doubtful  if  a  conviction  could  be  obtained.  He  understood 
the  vendors,  when  purchasing  this  article,  ordered  flowers 
of  sulphur,  and  were  not  aware  there  was  any  difference 
between  precipitated  and  sublimed  sulphur. 


SELLING  A  CHEMIST'S  BUSINE33. 

In  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court  on  November  2,  Massrs.  Judd  & 
Manners,  chemists'  agents  and  valuers,  of  76  Cannon  Street, 
E.G.,  sued  Mr.  C.  W.  Bobby  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Bjbby,  who 


formerly  carried  on  a  chemist's  business  at  Margate,  to  recover 
191.  16s.  commission,  at  the  rate  of  2\  per  cent.,  upon  a 
valuation  made  by  the  plaintiffs  for  the  defendants.  Mr. 
Mclntyre  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr,  Young  for 
the  defendants. 

Mr.  Mclntyre,  in  opening  the  case,  said  that  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year  the  defendants  were  carrying  on 
business  as  chemists  at  49  High  Street,  Margate.  That 
business  they  were  desirous  of  selling,  and  in  February  of  this 
year  Mr.  H.  T.  Bobby  came  to  London  and  asked  a  member 
of  the  plaintiff  firm  what  his  terms  would  be  for  finding  a 
purchaser.  Mr.  Judd  told  him  that  he  would  find  a  purchaser 
for  a  commission  of  2|  per  cent  upon  the  purchase-money, 
and  the  expenses.  Mr.  Judd  further  said  that  the  defendants 
could  either  sell  the  lease,  goodwill,  and  stock  for  one  lump 
sum  or  for  two  sums,  getting  a  price  for  the  lease  and  good- 
will and  allowing  the  stock  to  be  taken  at  a  valuation.  On 
February  21  Mr.  Bobby  wrote  from  Margate  to  the  plaintiffs 
stating  that  he  would  accept  their  (plaintiffs')  proposal — viz., 
that  they  should  obtain  2501.  or  3Q0Z  for  the  lease,  goodwill, 
and  front,  all  the  rest — lamps,  fittings,  chemicals,  &c. — to  be 
taken  at  a  valuation,  the  plaintiffs'  charge  to  be  2\  per  cent, 
on  the  total  sum  if  they  sold.  The  plaintiffs  replied,  stating 
that  they  agreed  to  the  terms,  and  that  they  would  make 
no  charge  unless  a  sale  were  affected.  At  that  time  no 
instructions  had  been  given  to  make  a  valuation.  The 
plaintiffs  sought  for  purchasers,  and  submitted  the  business 
to  a  number  of  persons.  Eventually,  in  April  last,  a  Mr. 
Bush  entertained  the  idea  of  purchasing  the  business,  which 
he  preferred  to  buy  by  paying  a  sum  for  the  goodwill  and 
lease  and  allowing  the  stock  to  be  taken  at  a  valuation. 
After  some  negotiations  he  agreed  to  pay  250Z.  for  the 
goodwill  and  lease.  This  was  carried  through.  On  April  28, 
after  the  agreement  for  purchase  had  been  entered  into,  Mr. 
Bobby  saw  the  plaintiffs,  and  suggested  that  they  should 
make  a  valuation  for  both  parties  ;  but  Mr.  Judd  objecting, 
he  eventually  instructed  them  to  make  a  valuation  on  his 
behalf  alone  and  to  meet  the  valuer  appointed  by  the 
purchaser.  Nothing  was  said  as  to  the  charge  for  the 
valuation,  but  a  reasonable  charge  was  2\  per  cett.  upon  the 
amount  arrived  at.  Mr.  Judd  accordingly  went  to  Margate 
and  valued  the  stock  and  fixtures.  He  was  there  four  days, 
and  on  his  return  be  priced  out  the  inventory.  He  and  the 
valuer  for  the  purchaser  ultimately  fixed  the  valuation  at 
812Z.  17s.  10(2.  Afterwards  the  plaintiffs  sent  in  their  account 
for  commission  and  the  valuation-fee  which  they  claimed, 
the  commission  on  the  sale  amounting  to  262.  lis.  6d.  and 
the  fee  for  the  valuation  to  191  16s.  The  defendants  wrote 
rack  stating  that  plaintiffs' clerk  had  got  "a  little  nixed' 
in  making  out  the  account,  as  the  work  was  charged 
for  twice  over.  They  sent  a  cheque  for  the  commission  on, 
the  sale  and  31.  10s  expenses,  but  declined  to  pay  the  valua- 
tion-fee. In  these  circumstances  this  action  was  brought  to 
recover  the  19Z.  16s.  He  (counsel)  would  call  evidence  to  show 
that  it  was  the  universal  practice  amongst  chemists'  agents  to 
charge  a  fee  for  making  a  valuation  in  addition  to  the 
commissicn  on  the  sale.  He  had  a  number  of  expert 
witnesses  upon  the  point. 

Mr.  Young,  reply  ing  to  the  learned  Jadge,  said  his  case 
was  that  there  was  a  spec'al  agreement  that  the  2\  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  the  purchase-money  was  to  cover  every- 
thing. 

The  Common  Serjeant  said  that  prima,  facie  the  plaintiffs 
were  entitled  to  the  2.J  per  cent,  on  the  valuation  as  well  as 
on  the  sale,  and  they  had  better  keep  to  the  point  whether 
or  not  there  was  a  special  agreement. 

Mr.  Wm.  Judd  then  gave  evidence  in  support  of  counsel's 
statement.  He  said  that  at  their  first  interview  Mr.  Bobby 
told  him  the  business  had  cost  him  about  1,250/.  There 
was  no  agreement  that  the  valuation  should  be  included  in 
the  commission -fee.  The  usual  remuneration  for  making 
a  valuation  was  5  per  cent,  on  the  first  hundred  and  2\ 
per  cent,  on  the  remainder 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Bobby  said  that  prior  to  December, 
1894,  the  business  had  been  upon  the  plaintiffs'  books  for. 
some  time,  and  in  that  month  he  called  to  know  why  they 
had  not  received  any  offer.  Mr.  Judd  said  they  bad  offers 
for  the  business  providing  the  stock  and  fixtures  were  taken 
at  a  valuation.  It  was  eventually  agreed  to  sell  the  stock, 
fittings,  and  utensils  at  a  valuation,  and  to  fix  a  price  for  the 
lease  and  goodwill.   The  charge  which  the  plaintiffs  agreed 
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to  make  was  a  commission  of  2?r  per  cent.,  and  nothing  wa3 
said  as  to  any  further  charge  for  the  valuation. 

The  Common  Sarjeant,  in  summing  up  the  case,  told  the 
jury  that  there  was  not  a  particle  of  evidence  to  show  that 
the  plaintiff*  had  agreed  to  make  the  valuation  without 
charge. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  amount  claimed, 
and  judgment  was  entered  accordingly,  with  C03ts. 


A  DEFICIENT  MIXTURE. 

At  the  Liverpool  Police  Court  on  October  11,  Emily  Wa "hurst, 
chemist  and  druggist,  St.  Anne  Street,  wa?  summoned  for  sup- 
plying a  mixture  not  up  to  the  required  standard.  The 
mixture  was  made  up  from  a  prescription  supplied  by 
Dr.  Manby,  the  assistant  medical  officer  of  heiltb,  and  the 
complaint  was  that  one  of  the  ingredients  in  the  mixture, 
sodium  of  bromide,  was  deficient  to  the  extent  of  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  quantity  prescribed.  The  defence  was  that  the 
bromide  of  soda  was  an  article  which  rapidly  deteriorated 
on  exposure,  and  that  the  defendant  was  not  responsible.  It 
would  deteriorate  in  forty-eight  hours.  The  Bench  remarked 
that  there  was  no  suggestion  that  an  inferior  article  had 
been  supplied,  but  if  defendant  undertook  to  sell  an  article 
up  to  a  certain  standard,  she  should  see  that  it  was  so.  A 
fine  of  5s.  and  costs  was  imposed. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 
A  Pill  CBitic. 
At  the  Leicester  County  Court  on  November  3,  Messrs. 
Da  vies,  Gibbins  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Derby,  sued 
George  Hare,  Oadby,  medicine-vendor,  for  32.  2s.  <\d.  The 
defendant,  who  variously  addressed  the  Judge  as  "  My  dear 
sir "  and  "  Your  worship,"  is  a  travelling  pill-vendor,  and 
the  claim  was  made  in  respect  of  drugs  ordered  by  him  at 
different  times.  The  defence  set  up  was  that  the  pills  were 
not  of  the  quality  and  size  ordered.  There  was  an  extra 
i  gr.  in  each  pill,  and  that,  he  said,  did  not  suit  his  patients. 
His  Honour:  Did  they  complain  that  they  could  not  get 
them  down?  Defendant:  Yes,  sir.  His  Honour:  But  they 
were  much  more  effective  when  they  did  get  them  down. 
Have  you  poisoned  many  people  with  these  pills?  De- 
fendant :  I  don't  know.  Thank  God,  I  have  done  a  great 
deal  of  good  with  them.  His  Honour:  Did  they  do  the 
patients  much  harm  ?  Defendant :  Yes,  sir.  I  can  show 
you  a  lot  of  complaints  I  have  received  from  people.  His 
Honour  pointed  out  that  defendant  had  given  a  fresh  order 
after  the  date  of  the  complaints,  and  asked  Hare  what  he 
did  with  the  large  pills.  Defendant :  I  got  rid  of  them  as 
best  I  could.  His  Honour :  If  you  found  out  they  were  not 
right,  you  should  have  seat  them  hick.  Defendant :  I 
returned  some  of  them.   Judgment  was  given  for  plaintiffs. 


A  Damaged  Tbicycle. 
At  Kingston-on-Thames,  on  October  28,  before  Judge 
Lushington,  Parkes'  Drug-stores  (Limited)  sued  a  Mr  Hearn 
for  52.  for  damages  to  a  trade  cycle.  The  tricycle  was 
housed  in  defendant's  stable,  and  was  found  smashed.  To 
repair  the  machine,  it  was  said,  would  cost  32.  The  defend- 
ant said  he  was  not  responsible  for  the  accident.  The 
machine  ought  to  have  been  kept  in  the  yard,  and  not  in  the 
stable.   Judgment  was  given  for  defendant,  with  costs. 


bankruptcies  an&  jfattnrea. 

Re  John  Edwabd  Goodall,  3  Britain  Street,  and  the 
Imperial  Pharmacy,  Wath  Eoad,  Mexborough,  Yorks, 
Chemist. 

This  debtor  came  up  for  his  first  public  examination  in 
bankruptcy  on  October  29.  before  Mr.  Registrar  Binney,  in 
the  Sheffield  Court.  The  debtor  was  represented  by  Mr.  A. 
Howe.  Examined  by  the  Official  Receiver,  the  debtor  said 
he  filed  his  petition  on  September  30.  His  unsecured  debts 
amounted  to  1472  Us  3d ,  and  his  secured  debts  ti  11?.  13*. 
He  put  his  assets  down  at  37 2.  Is.  He  carried  on  business 
in  1891  at  Hanley,  Staffordshire,  where  he  executed  a  deed 
of  assignment  of  his  property,  and  paid  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound. 
He  left  Hanley,  and  undertook  the  management  of  a  small 
business  at  Mexborough ;  and  in  February  last  he  began 
again  on  his  own  acsounf.    He  had  no  capital  to  start  with. 


It  was  a  cash  business,  and  the  only  book  he  had  kept  was 
one  showing  receipts.  The  furniture  was  bought  by  his  wife 
while  he  was  living  apart  from  her.  The  examination  was 
closed. 

The  following  are  creditors  herein : — 

£  s.  ii. 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool   10   3  11 

Carr  &  Son,  London   13   0  0 

Jackson  &  Sons,  Barnsley   16   0  2 

Orrorod  &  Faulkner,  Sheffield  11    7  6 


Re  Sydney  Eddels  Johnson  (trading  as  Miller  &  John- 
son), 30  Mark  Lane,  E.C  ,  and  Raiohaaa  Ferry,  Chemical- 
manure  Manufacturer. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  under  this  failure  was  held 
at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  30.  The 
debtor  purchased  the  business  in  1888  from  Mr.  F.  Whinney, 
the  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  and  took  over  the  works  subject 
to  an  existing  mortgage  thereon  for  6,5002.  The  stock  was 
taken  at  valuation.  He  has  since  put  between  2,0002.  and 
3,0002.  into  the  business,  which  money  was  borrowed  for  the 
purpose,  and  partly  secured  by  a  moitgage.  The  Chairman 
stated  that  accounts  had  been  filed  showing  gross  liabilities 
13,6212,  Is.  5d.,  of  which  9.208Z.  3s.  Id.  were  expected  to 
rank,  against  assets  valued  at  2,4552.  4s.  6d.,  but  subject  to 
a  deduction  of  1052.  Is.  Id.  for  the  preferential  claims. 
The  deficiency  account  showed  that  a  loss  of  1,0252.  had 
been  made  on  the  trading  since  August  1,  1895 ;  9282.  had 
been  drawn  for  household  and  personal  expenses ;  and 
between  5,0002.  and  6,0002.  was  accounted  for  by  deprecia- 
tion in  the  value  of  the  property  and  stock  and  Rainbam. 

Messrs.  Davidson  &  Morris,  on  the  debtor's  behalf,  inti- 
mated that  no  offer  conld  be  submitted.  Resolutions  were 
passed  for  the  estate  to  be  wound  up  in  bankruptcy,  Mr. 
Wm.  Cash,  90  Cannon  Street,  E.C,  to  act  as  trustee,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Musgrave  (Spencer,  Chapman  &  Co.),  Mr.  H.  A. 
Glutton,  and  Mr.  Ed.  Packard,  jun.  (Packard  &  Co  ). 


Re  Geobge  E.  H.  Peaese,  50  Fenchurch  Street,  E  C,  late 
Managing  Director  of  the  Exporters'  Agency  (Limited). 
This  bankrupt  who  failed  in  June  last,  with  accounts 
showing  liabilities  12,1162.,  and  assets  valued  at  15,7832., 
applied  on  October  30  for  an  order  of  discharge.  He  started 
the  Exporters'  Agency  (Limited)  in  1895  in  conjunction  with 
another  person,  and  was  concerned  in  the  formation  of  the 
ADglo  Peninsular  Mining  Company,  which  agreed  to  issue 
47,0002.  shares  to  the  Exporters'  Agency  (Limited),  in  con- 
sideration of  the  transfer  to  the  new  company  of  certain 
concessions  for  working  arsenic  in  Portugal.  In  August 
1895,  the  bankrupt,  with  another  person,  promoted  the 
Mount  Gabriel  Barytes  and  Umber  Company  (Limited). 
The  Assistant- Receiver  reported  that  as  yet  only  1502.  had 
been  realised  by  the  trustee.  The  assets  largely  consisted  of 
undelivered  shares. 
The  discharge  was  suspended  for  three  years. 


Re  Ada  Jane  Williams,  trading  as  a  Caemist,  Grocer,  &c0 
at  Pre  scot. 

This  debtor  came  up  for  her  adjourned  examination  on 
October  29.  The  proceedings  were  merely  fo:mal  and  the 
examination  was  closed. 


Be  Alfred  Edward  Evans,  Brynmawr,  Breconshire, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

This  debtor  attended  his  adjourned  public  examination 
at  Tredegar  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Friday,  October  30,  before 
Mr.  Registrar  Sheppard,  the  deficiency  in  the  case  being 
1,0682.4s  lOd.  Debtor,  who  was  represented  by  Mr.  Hughes, 
was  examined  by  the  Official  Receiver  on  his  amended 
accounts,  which  showed  that  he  bad  now  returned  Messrs. 
Hicks  &  Co.,  Cardiff,  as  partly-secured  creditors,  the  amount 
of  claim  being  902.,  and  the  estimated  value  of  the  securities 
held  by  them  252.  Debtor  was  also  questioned  at  some 
length  with  regard  to  the  household  furniture,  which  debtor 
had  returned  as  belonging  to  his  wife.  The  furniture, 
debtor  said,  belonged  to  his  wife  prior  to  marriage  in  1889 ; 
but  there  was  no  settlement  made,  neither  was  there  any 
agreement  made  that  the  furniture  was  to  belong  to  her 
after  marriage,  although  this  was  always  understood  by  him 
and  his  children.    The  examination  was  then  closed. 
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Erabe  "Reports. 


42  GANNON  STHEET,  E.G.,  November  5. 

The  news  of  the  McKinleyite  "land-slide"  (which  turns  out 
to  have  been  much  less  heavy  than  it  was  reported  at  first) 
is  generally  expected  to  act  as  a  strong  tonic  upon  the 
Mincing  Lane  markets,  but  up  to  the  present  it  has  not  yet 
made  itself  felt  much  outside  the  Stock  Exchange.  American 
houses,  however,  report  that  they  have  already  received 
cable  instructions  to  buy  considerable  parcels  of  goods,  as  a 
result  of  the  victory  of  the  Gold-and-Protection  party  in 
the  States,  and  a  number  of  orders  which  had  been  given 
on  condition  that  the  defeat  of  Mr.  McKinley  would  cancel 
them  are  now  also  in  course  of  execution.  A  mild  "  boom  " 
is  geneially  expected  in  the  drug  and  chemical  markets  naxt 
week,  and  the  drag-auctions  are  looked  forwaid  to  with 
much  interest.  So  far  shellac  is  the  only  article  which  has 
risen  in  consequence  of  American  purchases.  Apart  from  the 
American  election-question,  the  trade  in  drugs  has  been 
very  satisfactory  this  week,  although  we  have  but  few 
alterations  to  record.  In  chemicals  we  have  to  report  an 
advance  of  Id.  in  refined  camphor.  Citric  and  tartaric 
acids  are  dull.  Cream  of  tartar  lower.  Carbolic  acid  is 
very  firm.  Glycerine  barely  steady.  Carbonate  of  lithia 
has  been  advanced  from  3d.  to  bd.  per  lb.,  according  to 
quantity.  Citrate,  however,  is  unchanged.  Permanganate 
of  potash  is  steady.  Quinine  fairly  active,  at  §\d.  in  second- 
hand. Podophyllin  is  quoted  at  higher  rates.  It  is  pro- 
bable thai  next  week  will  see  a  reduction  in  the  official 
quotations  for  morphia.  In  drugs  we  have  to  report  a 
steady  market  for  asafoetida.  Turkish  colocynth  is  offering 
at  lower  prices.  Cascara  sagrada  firm.  Ergot  of  rye  neglected. 
Fenugreek  again  dearer.  Gentian-root  has  advanced  further. 
Gum  acacia  of  all  kinds  is  dull  of  sale.  Californian  honey 
tending  higher.  Castor  oil  is  also  dearer.  Star-anise  oil, 
however,  is  lower.  Cassia  oil  unchanged.  Oil  of  citronella 
somewhat  firmer.  Opium  very  dull  of  sale.  Cod- liver  oil  has 
a  slightly  better  tendency,  and  orris-root  is  quoted  dearer. 
Senega-root  firm.  Saffron  again  higher.  Crude  camphor 
has  told  at  lower  rates.  Croton  oil  and  oil  of  cardamoms  are 
dearer.  In  drysalteries,  oils,  &c,  we  have  to  report  a  sharp 
advance  in  shellac.  Turmeric  is  also  higher.  Galls  steady. 
Japan  wax  unchanged,  Zanzibar  cloves  are  steadier.  Mace 
and  nutmegs  quiet.  Cochin  ginger  and  pimento  steady. 
White  PenaEg  pepper  firm.  Linseed  oil  lower.  Rape  oil 
firm  and  scarce,  both  for  crude  and  refined.  Cottonseed 
o&  a  trifle  easier  for  crude,  steady  for  refined.  Cocoa-nut, 
palm,  and  olive  oils  unchanged.  American  turpentine  is 
slightly  dearer,  at  21s.  l\d.  per  cwt.  Petroleum  unchanged, 
at  5%d.  to  l\d.  for  American,  and  b\d.  for  Eussian.  The 
Bank  rate  remains  at  4  per  cent.,  and  bar-silver  is  a  trifle 
lower,  at  29f d.  per  oz. 


Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  night 
that  a  very  dull  tone  prevailed  at  the  Java  cinchona-  auctions 
The       held  in  that  city  to-day.    The  bulk  of  the 
Amsterdam  supply,  however,  was  sold,  5,100  packages 
C'salesna    beiBg  disposed  of  at  an  average  unit  of  2.17c 
per  h- kilo  .compared  with  2  55c.  at  the  October 
auctions.    The  English  and  American  manufacturers  pur- 
chased the  equivalent  of  9,055  kilos.,  the  Auerbach  Factory 
3,156,  Brunswick  4,348,  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  1,608, 
Frankfort-on-Main  and  Stuttgart  3,472,  and  various  buyers 
3,112  kilos,  of  quinine.    The  prices  rariged  from  5|c.  to 
24^c.  (equal  to  Id.  to  4|d.  per  lb  )  for  Manufacturing  bark, 
and  from  6|c.  to  50 |<j.  (equal  to  \\d.  to  9d.  per  lb.)  for  I 


Druggists'  baTks.  The  prices  were  the  lowest  that  have 
ever  been  accepted  at  auction. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wire3  on  Thursday 
evening : — Menthol  is  decidedly  firmer  to-day,  16v,m.  per  kilo. 
Hamburg  being  the  bottom  quotation.  Camphor  rather 
Telegram.  quieter,  at  3  28m.  for  refined  bells.  Carnauba  ' 
wax  dull  of  sale.  Japan,  max  again  dearer,  95m.  per  100 
kilos,  being  to-day's  quotation. 


Our  New  York  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Thursday 
evening,  states  that  there  has  bean  a  2c.  advance  in  Senega, 
New  York  which  is  now  quoted  at  29.Jc.  for  Minnesota, 
Cablegram.  an(j  29c.  for  Manitoba,  and  the  stocks  in  the 
country  are  almost  exhausted.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
price  of  Quinine  has  been  reduced  4c.  peroz.  all  round,  while 
Cocaine  is  25c  per  oz.  lower.  There  has  been  a  strong  rise 
in  Spanish  saffron  of  all  grades,  which  looks  like  advancing 
further  still.  Balsam  Tolu  of  genuine  quality  is  now  quoted 
at  58c.  per  lb.  Copaiba  is  extremely  strong,  42|c.  being  the 
bottom  price  for  good  quality,  which  is  very  scarce.  There 
has  been  an  upward  movement  in  Peppermint  oil  of  all 
grades.    New  wormwood  oil  is  offering  at  $1  65c.  per  lb. 


We  understand  that  the  dispute  (to  which  we  referred 
last  week)  which  has  arisen  out  of  the  sale  of  a  parcel  of 
20,000  oz.  of  German  bulk  quinine,  on  the 
Arbitration6  gronnd  that  the  tins  were  found  under  weight, 
has  been  settled  by  the  seller  agreeing  to  allow 
for  the  difference.  Some  time  ago  a  similar  case  between 
two  other  parties  in  Mincing  Lane  was  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion, and  the  award  was  given  against  the  buyer,  who  did 
not  carry  the  matter  further.  Although,  of  course,  the 
settlement  of  the  present  dispute  on  opposite  lines  forms  no 
precedent  for  future  arbitration- cases,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
find  that  the  commonsense  view  has  prevailed  that  a  man 
has  a  right  to  the  full  quantity  for  which  he  pays.  In 
the  case  in  dispute  the  buver  bought  20,000  oz.  for  forward 
delivery  at  12fd.  per  oz.  When  the  time  for  delivery  arrived 
the  price  at  which  the  seller  could  buy  was  considerably  below 
that  figure,  notwithstanding  which  the  selUr  supplied  a 
parcel  of  old  quinine,  which  had  been  shipped  to  the  States 
and  back  again.  The  contract  bore  no  stipulation  as  to  the 
age  of  the  quinine,  but  the  seller  naturally  expected  that  it 
would  be  of  recent  manufacture. 


Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  October  31 : — Our 

market  is  very  dull,  and  prices  are  now  merely  nominal  at 

160s.  per  barrel,  fob.  B»rgen,  for  best  non- 

The  Bergen  freezing  Finnmarken,  and  165s.  for  ditto  Lofoten 
Cod-liver  Uil  J °    „  . 

Market.  oil.  In  fact,  in  some  quarters  the  nearest 
quotation  for  Finnmarken  is  given  as  154s.  f .o.b. 
The  shipments  from  Bergen  up  to  date  are  4  779  barrels, 
against  4,947  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1895. 
With  reference  to  the  recent  suggestions  in  your  journal 
that  the  statistics  of  the  total  exports  from  Norway  should 
be  given,  I  beg  to  say  that  official  statistics  of  this  kind  do 
not  exist.  Figures  relating  to  refined  cod-liver  oil  are  only 
given  so  far  as  Bergen  is  concerned.  The  figures  relating  to 
Christiania  exports  lump  together  all  different  kinds  of  tish- 
oil — whale,  seal,  and  cod-liver — in  one  figure. 

Acids. — Citric  easier,  at  Is  \\d  to  Is.  \\d.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot.  Tartaric  dull,  at  from  ll'^d.  to  Is  2d.  per  lb.,  accord- 
ing to  brand  and  position.  Carbolic  acid  very  firm,  at 
Is.  10-J-<Z.  to  Is.  lid.  for  60-per-cent.  crude,  and  2s.  3d.  for 
75  percent,  crude.  Crystals,  Q\d.  for  34  per  cent,  to  35  per 
cent.,  and  6f£.  for  39°  to  40°  C. 

Alcohol.—  German  potato-spirit  is  rather  easier,  the 
quotations  for  2.000  gallon  contracts,  c.i.f.  terms,  in  bond, 
now  run  from  6|d.  to  7{d.  per  gallon,  according  to  brand. 

AsafcetidA. — High  prices  are  asked,  but  at  present  they 
are  more  or  less  nominal.    There  is,  however,  only  one  parcel 
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(but  that  a  rather  large  one)  which  can  be  profitably  sold 
at  the  present  price.  IE  there  were  buyers  the  holder  would 
no  doubt  be  prepared  to  sell. 

Belladonna— Firmly  held,  at  36s.  to  38s.  per  cwt.  for 
German  or  Hungarian  on  trie  spot. 

Camphor  (Crude).— The  speculative  buyers,  who  were 
mainly  responsible  for  last  week's  advance,  appear  to  have 
satisfied  their  requirements  for  the  present,  and  as  a  result 
the  market  his  dropped  about  5s  on  Formosa  camphor,  of 
which  some  200  piculs  sold  a  few  days  ago  at  117s.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.,  October-December  shipment.  A  sale  of  about 
300  piculs  Japan,  camphor  is  also  reported  at  a  decline  of 
about  5s.,  viz.  at  125s.  c.i.f.,  October- December  shipment. 

Camphor  (Refined).— On  Saturday  last  the  English 
camphor-refiners  advanced  their  quotations  Id.  per  lb.  all 
round.    Their  present  prices  are  : — 


For  wholesale  parcels   

TJp  to 
10  evvc. 

10-20  cwt. 

20  cwt.  or 
more 

s.  a. 

S.  d. 

s.  d. 

Bells  and  flowers    ..       ..  .... 

1  8 

1  7A 

1  7 

Tablets  of  }  lb.,  J  lb.,  or  lib. 

1  9 

1  8A- 

1  8 

Tablets  of  1  oz.  or  2  oz. 

1  10J 

1  10" 

1  9i 

1  11 

1  lOi 

1  10 

Tablets  of  J  oz.  or  J  oz  

1  Hi 

1  11 

1  Wl 

Cinchona. — There  has  been  arew  arrival  of  32  packages 
Smith  American  Crown  and  grey  barks,  which  will  be  offered 
for  sale  at  the  next  week's  auctions. 


Colocynth. — The  stock  is  increasing  and  becoming  less 
and  less  concentrated.  Some  o£  the  holders  still  stand  out 
for  high  prices,  but  the  article  on  the  whole  has  a  declining 
tendency.  Same  business  in  good  Syrian  apple  has  been 
done  at  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  The  new  crop  is  now 
arriving. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Easier.  Bast  white  French  crystals 
offer  to-day  at  77s.  per  cwt ,  f ,o.b.  Bordeaux.  On  the  spot 
crystals  are  quoted  at  83s.  and  powder  at  from  85s.  to  86s. 
per  cwt. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Quiet.  New  Spanish  ergot  has  scarcely 
been  offered  this  season.  Wormy  old  quality  is  offered  at 
from  4§<2.  to  6(2.  per  lb.  according  to  holder. 

Galls. — Blue  Persian  have  been  in  improved  inquiry,  and 
a  small  business  is  also  reported  in  fine  white.  Green  galls, 
however,  are  scarce.  The  quotations  are :  Blue,  48s.  to  50*. ; 
green,  38s.  to  42s. ;  white,  37s.%  to  40s ,  sorts,  45s.  per 
cwt.  A  fair  business  is  reported  to  have  been  done  lately  in 
Chinese  galls,  on  the  spot,  at  65s.  per  cwt.  The  quotation 
for  Japan  galls  is  57s.  6d  ,  on  the  spot. 

Gentian  is  again  dearer,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  tend- 
ency on  the  part  of  some  importers  to  outrun  the  market. 
It  is  said  that  for  good  French  root  26s.  Qd.  has  actually 
been  paid  on  the  spot,  and  there  is  nothing  to  be  had  in 
the  same  quality  below  22s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Glycerine. — The  market  is  nominally  firm,  but  it  is  clear 
that  there  are  a  good  many  second-hand  sellers  at  prices 
below  the  manufacturers'  quotations.  English  makers, 
moreover,  quote  considerably  below  their  German  confreres. 
Thus  Price's  glycerine,  s.g.  1  260,  double-distilled,  in  quan- 
tities, is  offered  at  70s.  per  cwt.,  and  at  thai  figure  there 
are  said  to  be  also  second  hand  sellers  of  German  brands  in 
large  quantities.  The  general  bottom  figure  for  German, 
second-hand,  however,  is  72s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Acacia. — Saudan  sorts  very  dull  of  sale  and  in 
small  request  Some  business  is  reported  privately  at  from 
57s.  Qd.  for  common  red  up  to  67s  Qd.  for  good  hard  and 
soft  mixed.  At  auction  to-day  2  813  packages  of  Fast 
Indian,  gums  were  oifered,  and  nearly  all  bought  in.  What 
was  sold  showed  no  change  in  price  Gla3sy  to  tine  pale 
frosted  Australian.  gum3  realised  27s.  to  35?.  per  cwt.  Good 
soft  dusty  pale  Cape  gam  brought  from  41s.  to  48s.,  and  old 
white  Mogador  46s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Italian  of  common  quality  is  rather  scarce,  but 
good  descriptions  are  fairly  plentiful.  Sales  of  the  latter 
have  been  made  at  37s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot.  Californian 
honey  is  quoted  higher  from  America,  at  33s,  c.if.,  for  fine 


white.  On  the  spot  this  grade  is  firmly  held  at  45s.,  one 
buyer  having  lately  refused  an  offer  of  44s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
for  it. 

Lithia  Salts  — Late  last  Thursday  the  agents  for  the 
continental  lithia  manufacturers  announced  an  advance  in 
their  quotations  for  Carbonate  ranging  from  3d.  per  lb.  on 
small  lots  up  to  5el.  per  lb  on  large  quantities.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  new  quotations  :— Small  quantities,  9s  9d.  per  lb.  ; 
28  lbs.  in  one  delivery,  9s.  3d.  per  lb. ;  1-cwfc.  lots  (delivery 
over  two  months),  9s.  Qd.  per  lb. ;  2-cwt.  lots  (delivery  over 
four  months),  9s.  4^  per  lb.  For  chemically-pure  carbonate 
of  lithia  the  prices  are  Is  per  lb.  higher  all  round  than  for 
the  "pure"  carbonate.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
price  of  Citrate  of  lithia,  which  is  still  quoted  as  follows 
Crystals,  in  small  lots,  5s.  Qd. ;  in  28  lb.  lots,  5s.  3d.  ;  1  cwt,, 
5s.  Id. ;  2-cwt.,  5s.  per  lb.  Powdered  citrate  of  lithia  3d. 
per  lb.  higher  than  crystal?.  Conditions  of  delivery  the 
same  as  in  the  case  of  carbonate.  For  large  quantities  both 
salts  are  subjected  to  a  discount  ranging  from  2  per  cent,  to 
4  per  cent.,  according  to  quantity.  The  e  is  considerable 
dissatisfaction  among  the  British  manufacturers  of  citrate 
of  lithia  at  the  new  scale  of  charges;  formerly  they 
were  able  to  buy  carbonate  of  lithia,  manufacture  the  citrate, 
and  make  a  fair  profit  on  it.  Now  the  two  German  makers, 
while  on  the  ore  hand  raising  the  carbonate  pricss  against 
their  best  customers  in  this  country,  remain  their  competi- 
tors in  the  citrate.  On  the  other  hand  the  manufacturers' 
agents  point  out  that  their  advance  in  the  Carbonate  quo- 
tations has  merely  brought  these  on  a  level  with  the  Conti- 
nental prices,  which  were  higher  than  the  rates  for  Britain. 

Menthol. — -Sales  of  fair  quality  are  reported  on  the  spot 
at  8s.  p3r  lb.  For  ordinary  the  quotation  remains  at  6s.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Morphia. — The  manufacturers  still  quote,  nominally, 
5s.  6d.  for  cubes,  and  5s.  4d.  per  oz.  for  powder,  bat  there 
are  rumours  that  a  decline  of  from  3d.  to  <\d  per  oz.  is 
impending.  It  is  certain  that  second-hand  holders  are 
underselling  the  makers  considerably,  especially  on  the 
Continent,  one  of  them  quotiug  powder  at  5s.  \\d.  More- 
over, the  present  price  of  manufacturing  opium  is  said  to 
warrant  lower  rates  for  morphia.  C.tdeia,  of  which  the 
principal  consuming  season  is  now  at  hand,  is  quoted  at 
lis.  9d.  per  oz.  by  the  makers. 

Oil  (Castob).— Prices  show  a  further  advance,  especially 
for  French  oil,  which  is  now  quoted,  according  to  brand,  at 
34s.  to  36s.  p9r  cwt.  spot  for  medicinal  in  cases.  For  first 
pressings  29s  per  cwt.,  fo.b.has  been  paid,  while  seconds 
are  quoted  at  27s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Tee  sales  of  castor-oil 
in  Liverpool  during  the  last  month  amounted  to  about  1,500 
cases  Calcutta  oil  on  the  spot,  2  850  cases  ditto  to  arrive, 
and  about  210  tons  of  [first-pressure  French  oil.  Italian,  oil 
is  quoted  at  41s.  to  42s.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Cod- liver). — The  principal  London  agents  for  Nor- 
wegian cod-liver  oil  describe  the  market  as  extremely  firm, 
and  profess  to  expect  much  higher  prices  within  a  day  or 
two.  For  Jervell  s  best  non-congealing  oil,  180s.  is  asked  on 
the  spot.  Finnmarhen  oil  offers  at  150s.  to  155s.  per  barrel 
good  Newfoundland  sells  slowly  at  6s.  per  gallon. 

Oil  (Croton). — In  consequence  of  the  great  scarcity  and 
increase  in  price  of  the  seed,  the  EagHsb.  mmufai;turershave 
raised  their  quotations  for  croton  oil  from  4s  to  5s.  per  lb. 

Oils  (Essential). —  Oil  of  Cirdamoms  has  been  advanced 
by  the  English  distillers  from  5s.  to  5j.  6^.  per  cz  On  the 
other  haud,  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  Oil  cf  dill-seed 
from  7s  Qd.  to  7s.  per  lb.  American  oil  of  peppermint  has 
been  sold  in  some  quantity  at  7s  3d.  per  lo.  tor  HGH  to> 
come  forward.  On  the  soot  small  sales  of  the  same  brand 
have  been  made  at  7s.  9d.  per  lb.  Wayne  County  oil  is 
reported  firmer,  the  American  price  being  now  equal  to 
5s.  3d.  per  lb.,  London  terms.  Star-a?iise  oil  is  lower  on 
the  spot,  8s.  9^.  would  be  taken  for  immediate  delivery,  and 
sales  have  been  made  at  8s.  6d.,  ex  the  Shanghai,  which  has; 
just  arrived.  This  oil,  however,  will  not  be  available  for 
some  days.  For  shipment  business  is  reported  at  the 
lower    rate  of    6s    9i.  per  lb ,  c.i.f.,  November  sfcip- 

iment.  The  price,  however,  is  now  again  7s.,  c.if.,  m 
that  position.  For  October  shipment  7s  3i.,  c.i  f.,  is  quoted. 
These  prices  are  from  second-hand  holder^.   The  Erst-hand 
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quotations  from  China  for  shipment  this  month  is  Is.  3d , 
•c.Lf,  which  is  too  high  to  lead  to  business.  Cassia  oil  of 
good  quality  on  the  spot  is  very  scarce,  but  quotations 
remain  a?  last  week.  For  Ciironella  oil  the  spot  quotations  are 
again  higher,  1*.  2\d.  beiDg  quoted  for  drums,  Is  3d.  per  lb. 
for  tins.  For  arrival  the  quotations  are  difficult  to  obtain. 
Offers  of  Is.  per  lb.,  c.i.f,  in  cruras,  shipment  next  four 
months,  have  met  with  no  response.  The  last  quotation  for 
tins  was  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.,  c.i  f.  Lemongrass  oil  is  again  some- 
what firmer,  1|<2.  per  cz  ,  ci.f.,  Ootooer-Dacembjr  shipment, 
having  been  paid  yesterday  for  a  second-hand  parcel.  On 
the  spot  2\d.  per  oz.  is  the  nearest  figure. 

Opium  shows  an  extremely  quiet  market,  the  only  sales 
reported  this  week  being  a  few  lots  of  Sajt-sMfping  at  full 
rates,  and  some  small  parcels  of  Druggists'.  For  Persian 
opium  there  is  a  little  more  inquiry,  but  so  far  no  business 
has  resulted.    Prices  remain  unchanged. 

Oebis  is  reDorted  dearer  from  Italy.  Siles  have  also  been 
made  in  London  at  somewhat  improved  figures.  Good  pale 
Florentine  72s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Permanganate  of  Potash. — The  position  of  this  drug  is 
very  peculiar.  Small  crystals  in  fair  wholesale  quantities  have 
been  sold  from  the  second-hand  this  week  at  73$.  6d.  per  cwt. 
There  is  practically  nothing  in  first  hand,  but  whenever  a 
few  tons  become  available  the  price  drops  to  the  nominal 
first-hand  quotation  of  70s.  per  cwt.  The  manufacturers  are 
extremely  busy,  and  have  much  difficulty  in  keeping  up  to 
their  contract  deliveries.  There  seems  to  be  no  prospect  of 
lower  rates,  as  the  article  is  being  used  in  very  large 
quantities  for  some  new  teohnical  purpose,  chiefly  ia 
Germany. 

Podoph yllin  is  extremely  scarce  for  immediate  delivery 
and  prices  have  advanced.  Sales  of  B.P.  quality  were 
recently  made  at  10s.  per  lb.,  but  to-day's  quotation  is  10s.  6i. 
per  lb.  German  brands  are  quoted  at  lis.  6d.  to  12s  perlb.  One 
of  the  German  makers  has  issued  a  circular,  in  which,  refer- 
ring to  an  article  on  "  Resin  of  Podophyllum,"  by  H,  J. 
Lohmann,  be  says  that  English  makers  place  on  the  market 
a  lemon-yellow  or  greenish  podophjllin,  which  does  not 
answer  the  B  P.  requirements  with  regard  to  colour.  He 
"warns  distinctly"  against  the  use  of  such  podophyllin — 
andagaicst  an  article  which  is  not  perfectly  soluble  inalcohol 
(1 : 10)  and  ammonia  (1 : 100). 

Quicksilver.— Quiet,  £t  CI.  12s.  Bd.  from  first-hand  ;  and 
61.  10s.  6d.  per  bottle  fiom  second-hand. 

Quinine. — A  fair  amount  of  business  baa  taken  place  this 
week  in  second-hand  German  bulk  at  9±d.  per  cz.  There 
are  further  sellers  at  that  figure.  The  manufacturers  alio 
say  that  they  have  done  a  fair  trade. 

Saffron  is  again  quoted  higher.  For  first  Valencia,  as 
much  as  41s  to  42s.  per  lb.  is  now  asked,  by  importers.  Some 
of  the  agents  report  that  they  have  made  moie  cotatracts 
within  the  la6t  Jew  weeks  at  these  figures  than  they  had 
during  the  whole  year  at  the  low  rates  previously  prevailing. 

Scammont. — First  quality  Turkish  virgin  ecammony  has 
been  sold  at  30.s.  per  lb.    There  is  a  fair  supply. 

Seeds  (Various)  — Th3  new  crop  of  Russian  anise  is  of 
better  quality  than  usual,  while  prices  remain  extremely  low. 
A  fair  trade  is  doing  in  anticipation  of  the  advance  which 
may  take  place  after  the  impending  close  of  the  Russian 
ports  by  ioe.  At  nresent  fair  to  good  seed  mxy  be  had  on 
the  spot  at  from  16s.  to  20s.  per  cwt.  Canary  seed  is  fairly 
steady  at  29s.  6d.  up  to  31s.  for  new  crop  Turkish,  delivered 
free  on  quay.  Morocco  Eeed  may  still  be  had  at  34s.  on  the 
spot  for  fair  quality ;  Spanish  at  from  40s.  up  to  65s.  according 
to  quality.  The  high  rates  of  freight  from  the  River  Plate 
prevent  business  in  South  American  seed,  which  is  nominally 
quoted  at  29s.  6d.  to  26s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 
Car  away  seed  is  firmly  held  at  from  20s.  to  22s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
The  prices  of  English  Rape-seed  have  advanced,  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  good-quality  seed.  Fenugreek  seed  also  re- 
mains in  small  supply  at  high  rates.  Morocco  seed  is  quoted 
to-day  at  10s.  to  10s.  Gd.  per  cwt. 

Senega-root  firmly  held,  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  good 
quality. 

Senna. — Alexandrian  leaves  are  in  fair  supply,  but  firmly 
held.   Some  sales  of  sittings  are  reported  at  4rf.  per  lb., 


showing  a  firm  market.  Fine  picked  leaf  is  quoted  at  \ld 
to  Is.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — There  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  buying,  chiefly 
for  American  account,  within  the  past  week,  and  since 
Wednesday  a  strotg  but  not  altogether  unexpected  upward 
movement  has  made  itself  felt.  The  sales  on  the  spot 
amount  to  about  900  cases,  at  prices  ranging  up  to  99s.  for 
fine  second  Orange,  and  from  83s.  to  85s.  for  TN  cash  terms. 
For  arrival  about  1,600  cases  have  changed  hands,  TN 
Orange  November- January  shipment  at  from  80s.  up  to  84s. 
c.i.f. ;  December-February  shipment  at  80s.  to  81s  c.i.f.  At 
auction  cn  Tuesday  a  moderate  quantity  was  offered,  and 
met  with  a  good  demand,  480  cases  seoond  Orange  selling  at 
an  advance  of  Is.  to  2s.  on  the  previous  week's  rates.  Com- 
mon hard  livery  black  75s.  to  80s. ;  ordinary  red  cakey  81s. 
to  82s. ;  medium  to  fair  reddish,  partly  cakey  82s.  to  83s. ; 
good  reddish  84s.  No  Garnet  lac  of  any  importance  was 
offered.  For  AC,  the  spot  quotation  is  now  84s.  per  cwt. 
Button  lac  was  not  offered.  The  market  closes  slightly 
weaker,  at  83s.  6d.  c  i.f.  for  TN  November- January. 

Tonca  Beans. —  K  steady  market.  Good  frosted  Panes 
are  quoted  at  Is  Id.  to  Is.  10d.,  black  have  sold  at  Wd. 
per  lb.  lately,  and  foxy  are  offering  at  Id.  to  9d.  per  lb. 

Turmeric.  The  inquiry  continues,  and  a  fair  amount  of 
business  has  taken  plaoe  during  the  week  at  higher  prices 
for  Bengal,  of  which  there  are  now  buyers  at  8s.  6d.  to  9s. 
per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  according  to  quality.  Further  sales  of 
Madras  finger  have  been  made  at  13s.  per  cwt.,  but  at 
auction  98  bags  were  bought  in. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  on  Friday  last  a  considerable 
quantity  of  Seychelles  vanilla,  amounting  altogether  to  739 
tins,  was  offered.  The  whole  sold,  with  good  competition, 
at  steady  prices — a  result  scarcely  anticipated,  taking  into 
account  the  bigness  of  the  supply.  Fine  sound  plump  beans, 
scod  colour  and  flavour,  rather  fresh,  7|-8.y  inches,  realised 
28s.  to  29s. ;  6-7  inches,  26s.  <od.  to  27s.  6i. ;  5  -6  inches, 
26s  to  27s. ;  4-5  inches,  23s.  to  26s.  p:r  lb.  Good  sound 
plump  beats,  pood  colour  aud  flavour,  rather  lean  mixed, 
6^-8  inches,  23s.  6d.  to  26s.  6d. ;  5-6  inches,  22s.  to  24s. ; 
3-5  inches,  19s.  to  22s. ;  seconds,  fair  brownish,  6|-7j  inches, 
22s.  to  22s.  6d. ;  4-6  inches,  19s.  to  22s. ;  thirds,  brown  and 
foxy,  5-6|  inches,  14s.  6d.  to  17s  ;  3^-5  inches,  10s.6i.  to 
13s.  per  lb.,  and  pickings,  9s.  to  lis.  per  lb. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

Trade  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  is  rather  quiet,  espe- 
cially in  miscellanous  chemicals,  and  prices  do  not  show  any 
improvement.  At  the  same  time  values  of  the  main  pro- 
ducts remain  fairly  steady,  both  for  prompt  and  forward 
delivery.  Sulphate  of  copper  is  firmly  held — Anchor,  191. 15s.; 
Liverpool,  16/  10s  ;  December  January-May,  171.  Benzols 
are  rather  quiet  for  prompt,  but  owing  to  stocks  being  small, 
prices  which  dropped  a  little  towards  the  end  of  last  week, 
quiet  y  reverted  back  again,  and  present  quotatiens  are  — 
90-per- cent.,  prompt,  4s.  6d.  ;  November- December  delivery 
4s.  l\d  ;  January-June,  3s.  lQld.  ;  50-per-cent.,  prompt, 
3s.  1hd.\  November- December  celivery,  3s. ;  January  June, 
2s  Hi^d.  Bleaching-powder  is  fairly  firm,  and  a  better  in- 
quiry can  be  reported  both  for  home  and  export.  Caustic 
soda  is  a  trifle  easier,  and  for  export  there  is  no  doubt 
that  some  concessions  have  lately  teen  made.  Carbolic, 
acids  are  in  good  demand,  and  a  good  business  is  being 
done  for  next  year's  delivery;  39-40-per  cent,  crystals  are 
quoted  6^d.  to  Id.;  3 1-35- per  cent,  crystals  6^d.  to 
6id  ;  crude.  70°  2s.  3d  ;  and  60°  Is.  10^d.  per 
gallon.  Aniline  salt  and  oil  are  also  very  firm,  and  a 
trifle  dearer,  the  former  standirg  at  lOd.  to  lid.,  and  the 
latter  at  lid  to  Is.  per  lb.  Naphthas  are  about  the  same,  if 
anything,  perhaps  a  little  firmer.  Pitch  is  at  present  un- 
altered but  it  has  a  slight  upward  tendency.  Soda  crystals 
are  quiet.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  firm.  Recovered  sulphur 
very  scarce,  and  value  is  easily  maintained.  .  South  Dvrham 
salt  firm  at  late  rates,  and  in  good  request.  Silicates  if  soda 
are  movirg  better,  as  are  also  Acitatcs  of  lime.  Epsom  salts 
in  biisk  request.  Green  cepperas,  both  Lancashire  and 
Welsh,  scarce,  ard  valueB  tend  upwards.  Linseed  cakes 
shady,  w!th  upward  tendency.    Cottonseed  cakes  firmer. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

fn  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

at  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and,  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Fuller  >:  Lorimer  &  Co. 

Sir, — The  attention  of  onr  clients,  Messrs.  Lorim  er  &  Co. 
the  defendants  in  the  above-tamed  action,  has  been  called 
to  a  report  of  the  trial  contained  in  yonr  last  issue.  They 
■consider  that  this  report  is  of  an  incomplete  character,  and 
calculated  to  prejudice  them  in  the  minds  of  your  readers. 
We  have,  on  their  bebalf,  to  point  out — 

.  (1)  That  the  questions  in  the  action  were  simply  whether 
their  traveller,  who  had  been  paid  his  salary  in  full  whilst 
doing  no  work  for  She  firm,  was  also  <ntitled  to  be  paid  his 
"  expenses  "  when  he  was  not  incurring  any  on  their  behalf ; 
and  whether  be  was  entitled  to  a  bonus  of  50Z.,  which  was 
conditional  on  their  approval  of  his  services. 

(2)  The  jury  showed  their  appreciation  of  his  claim  by 
giving  their  verdict  in  thesa  terms  (wa  are  quoting  from  the 
official  shorthand-writer's  notes),  "  We  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  theie  has  been  no  breach  of  contract,"  and  the 
Judge  by  his  endorsement  of  the  vercijt,  '  You  have  came 
to  a  partecdy  proper  conclusion,  gentlemen,  and  yoa  would 
have  given  a  great  deal  of  trouble  if  you  had  come  to  any 
other." 

(3)  The  version  of  the  plaintiff  as  to  the  reasons  for  his 
dismissal  was  not  borne  on1;  oy  documentiry  evidence,  and 
presumably  was  not  adopted  by  the  jary.  It  was  suffijient, 
bavirjg  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  action,  for  the  defendants 
to  prove  that  they  continually  had  to  complain,  in  letters 
which  were  put  ia  evidence,  of  the  plaintiff's  method  of 
doing  business,  particularly  in  contravening  their  express 
instructions,  which  were  given  to  him  as  to  all  their  travel- 
lers and  colonial  agents,  not  to  introduce  or  pash  the  sale  of 
drues,  medicines,  and  other  chemists'  goods  with  grocers. 

We  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  insert  this  letter  in  your 
next  issue,  so  that  any  erroneous  impression  created  by  the 
previous  report  may  be  removed. 

Yours  obediently, 
Tower  Chambers,  Moorgate,  E  C,  Hoddinott  &  Davis. 
November  3. 


Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association. 

2  &  3  Stonecutter  Street.  London,  B.C., 

November  3,  1896. 
SIR, — I  believe  that  a  sufficient  reason  for  what  Mr.  Day 
considers  to  be  harsh,  discourteous,  and  underhanded  treat- 
ment by  our  Association  is  supplied  in  the  correspondence 
published  by  him  last  week.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  our 
reply  to  Mr.  Day's  last  letter: — 

William  Day,  Esq  ,  October  23,  1856. 

Managing  Director, 
Messrs.  Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  (Limited). 
Dear  Sir, — The  intimation  made  by  you  to  us  on  Octo- 
■  ber  15  to  the  effect  that  you  intended  labelling  the  proce3ted 
articles  and  issuing  circulars  to  your  customers  to  deter 
them  from  buyiog  these  goods,  was  accepted  politely,  I 
hope,  on  our  behalf,  as  a  declaration  of  war,  and  we  are 
astonished  that  you  should  b3  surprised  that  this  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  on  your  part  should   have  led  to  a 
cessation  of  diplomatic  negotiations.     I  regret  that  you 
should  attribute  this  in  any  way  to  want  of  courtesy  on  our 
part.  Yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)      W  S.  Gltn  Jones. 

To  put  the  facts  of  the  case  as  briefly  as  possible,  I  might 
say  that  our  fir&t  agreement  wa3  sigced  by  Messrs.  Day's 


Southern  Drug  Company.  On  the  strength  of  this  agree- 
ment large  stocks  of  Dr.  Scott's  pil:s  were  bought  by  this 
firm.  Having  obtained  what  they  doubtless  considered 
ample  supplies  of  the  principal  article  on  the  list,  they  sent 
us  on  October  15  copies  oE  advertisements  issued  to  the 
public  and  labels  attached  to  the  protected  articles,  in  which 
buyers  were  asked  to  refuse  to  purchase  at  the  protected 
prices.  By  the  same  post  the  proprietors  of  Scott's  pills 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Day,  in  which  he  said : 

"We  think  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  we  should 
offer  it  [the  Association]  more  active  opposition.  .  .  . 
We  have,  as  you  may  have  observed,  taken  i he  precaution 
to  supply  ourselves  with  good  stocks  of  your  pills,  as  we 
have  reason  to  believe  others  are  doing,  in  case  any 
difficulty  should  arise,  which  we  do  not  really  antici- 
pate, bat  it  is  best  to  be  on  the  safe  side.  At  present 
we  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to  withdraw  our  sig- 
nature fjom  the  P.A.T.A.  agreement,  though  we  candidly 
inform  you  that  we  should  net  h-jsitate  to  do  so  should 
the  necessity  at  any  time  arise.  Until  that  occurs  we 
intend  to  strictly  observe  the  agreement,  which  we  have 
signed,  as  we  have  dote  up  to  the  present." 

Onr  committee  then  decided  that  an  agreement,  the 
signature  to  which  could  be  withdrawn  at  any  moment 
should  the  necessity  at  any  time  arise,  was  not  exactly 
satisfactory.    True,  Mr.  Day  rebukes  me  for  only  stating 
the  partial  truth,  and  says,  "  We  added,  '  until  that  occurs 
we  intend  to  strictly  observe  the  agreement.' "    I  apologise 
for  not  stating  the  whole  truth — namely,  that  Mr.  Day 
had  added  that  until  they   broke  the  agreement  they 
meant  to  keep  it.    Mr.  Day,  in  his  letter,  volunteers  the 
statement  that  they  would  have  given  us  notice  of  their  in- 
tention to  withdraw.    This,  indeed,  would  be  most  con- 
siderate of  Messrs.  Day;  but  (he  value  to  us  of  such  notice 
would,  doubtless,  be  minimised  by  the  accompanying  intima- 
tion, '•  We  have  taken  the  precaution  to  supply  ourselves  with 
good  stocks,  &c."    It  wa3  also  decided  to  withhold  the  pro- 
tected articles  from  acy  firm  attempting  to  damage  their  sale 
by  labelling  in  the  way  Messrs.  Day  were  doiDg.    Mr.  Day 
wrote,  threatenirg  to  attach  these  labels  to  all  protected 
articles,  and  as  the  proprietors  did  cot  appreciate  this 
little  attention,  they  asked  iheir  wholesale  friends  net  to 
send  any  of  their  goods  to  Messrs.  Day  to  be  so  dreadfully 
disfigured.    Mr.  Day  told  us  he  had  taken  the  precaution 
to  obtain  gcod  supplies  of  Dr.  Scott's  pills  before  commencing 
his  bill-posting  operations.    We  did  not  lose  our  tempers  as 
this  and  accuse  Mr.  Day  "  of  lashing  out  like  an  old  schcol- 
dame  without  warning,  &c,"  or  cf  beirg  underhanded  in  not 
telling  us  what  he  was  going  to  do  with  all  those  Dr.  ScoU's 
pills.    We  thanked  him  for  his  communication,  took  a  leaE 
out  of  his  boi.  k,  and  also  precautions  to  prevent  him 
supplyitg  himself  with  good  stocks  of  the  new  protected 
articles.    Like  Messrs.  Day,  we  thought  "it  is  best  to  he 
on  the  safe  side."    Hence  all  this  turning  and  fretting 
on  the  part  of  our  opponents.    So  much  for  our  personal 
dealing  with  Messrs.  Day.    Mr.  Day  occupies  almost  a 
column  of  your  valuable  space  to  warn  chemists  of  the 
frightful  danger  which  faces  them  in  the  new  clause,  which 
gives  the  Association  power  to  withhold  supplies  of  important 
articles  where  attempts  are  made  to  damege  the  sales.  He 
overlooks  the  fact  that  any  powers  would  be  used  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Council,  upon  which  the  retailers  have  a 
laige  share  of  representation.    Should  the  P.A.T.A.  be  ill- 
advised  enough  to  demand,  as  Mr.  Day  suggests,  that 
the  retailer  '  should  stand  on  his  head  at  the  doorway 
and  exhibit  a    poster    on    his   feet,  or  anything  else 
equally  preposterous,"  it  would  be  open  to  him  to  avail 
himself  of  the  alternative  cf  not  stocking  the  protected 
goods.    By  the  way,  there  is  no  law  compelling  Messrs. 
Day  to  stock  goods  upon  which  objectionable  restrictions  are 
placed.    They  state  that  they  do  not  with  to  prevent  free- 
dom of  contract,  nor  challenge  the  right  of  proprietors  to  do 
what  they  will  with  their  own.    Why,  then,  their  recent 
action?    A  number  of  proprietors,  lightly  or  wrorgly,  think 
that  cutting  in  prices  by  robbing  them  of  the  goodwill  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  trade  injures  their  business.    They  deter- 
mine to  prevent  this  cutting  if  possible.    In  order  to  do  this 
more  effectually  they  make  contracts  with  each  other,  by 
which  ttey  agree  to  withhold  their  goods  in  case  the  con- 
ditions of  sale  are  broken  in  respect  of  any  one  of  them.  By 
this  contract  between  the  proprietors  the  retailer  is  cot 
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compelled  to  sell  any  article  unless  he '  so  wishes.  '  If  he 
wants  to  do  so  the  combination  assists  the  proprietor  to 
secure  the  carrying  out  of  the  terms  opan  which  the  retailer 
is  supplied  with  his  goods.  If  this  is  not  what  Messrs.  Day 
seek  to  prevent,  we  should  like  to  know  the  reason  for  their 
fighting  attitude. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  refer  to  one  or  two  statements  made 
by  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  in  his  latest  communication?  (1)  That 
less  than  4s.  per  week  per  shop  would  cover  the  retail  value 
of  the  combined  sales  of  every  article  on  the  amended  list. 
In  other  words,  that  the  total  sales  in  each  shop  of  Beetham's 
glycerine  and  cucumber,  Beetham's  coin-placers,  Powell's 
balsam,  Dr.  Scott's  pills,  Smedley's  chiilie-paste,  to  say 
nothing  of  a  dozen  other  articles,  is  under  4s.  We  are 
forced  to  one  of  two  conclusions :  either  some  of  the 
branches  are  in  a  very  bad  way,  or  the  amount  of  substi- 
tution practised  at  those  shops  must  be  more  appalling  than 
even  we  had  estimated.  Then  we  are  told  that  Messrs. 
Boots  have  overflowing  stocks  of  the  protected  articles.  If 
so,  why  is  it  necessary  for  them  to  be  buying  some  of  these 
articles  in  twos  and  threes  at  retail  prices  1  Mr.  Boot 
says  the  success  of  the  P  A.T.A.  means  the  crippling  of  the 
proprietary-goods  trade.  If  this  is  so  Messrs.  Barclay, 
Butler  &  Crispe,  Edwards,  Lynch,  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson, 
Sanger,  Sutton,  and  the  other  large  proprietary-goods  firms 
are  subscribing  to,  and  assisting  in  every  way,  an  association 
which  is  to  cripple  their  staple  trade.  I  think  these  firms 
are  in  at  least  an  equally  good  position  as  Messrs.  Boots  to 
judge  for  themselves  what  effect  our  Association  will  have 
upon  the  volume  of  their  trade.  (3)  Mr.  Boot  combats  your 
statement  that  company-traders  are  the  greatest  substi- 
tutors.  "  Is  the  Secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A.  a  company- 
trader  1"  asks  Mr.  Boot.  No;  he  is  not.  As  he  managed 
to  qualify,  and  thus  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
law,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  seek  to  take  unto 
himself  six  others  in  order  to  get  round  the  Phar- 
macy Act.  Mr.  Boot  is  wrong  in  his  figures  when  he  says 
that  I  publicly  stated  that  I  sold  four  of  my  own  proprietary 
liver-pills  to  one  of  Carter's.  I  am  thankful,  however,  to 
say  that  I  do  succeed  in  selling  a  large  proportion  of  my 
own  goods,  at  a  proSt,  in  the  place  of  other  people's  good*, 
which  I  have  to  sell  without  a  profit.  As  to  the  ampuat  of 
substitution  canied  on  by  cutters  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  trade  on  the  other,  our  Association  will 
have  something  to  say  in  the  near  future.  Exact 
data  can  never  be  supplied ;  but  I  emphatically  say 
that  such  firms  as  Messrs.  Boot  and  Day,  by 
reducing  the  profits  to  an  unremunerative  basis,  are  re- 
sponsible, not  only  for  the  large  amount  of  substitution 
carried  on  at  their  establishments,  but  also  for  that  which 
goes  on  in  the  shops  of  every  trader,  big  or  little,  who  has 
been  compelled  to  follow  their  price  and  perforce  to  adopt 
their  practices.  Messrs.  Boot  and  Day  need  not  trouble  to 
prove  who  doas  most  substituting.  The  pioneer  cutter  is 
responsible  for  all  the  losses  to  proprietors  which  such  cut- 
ting brings  in  its  train.       I  am,  Yours  respectfully, 

W.  S.  Glsst-Jon.es. 


Sib, — Mr.  Jesse  Boot  in  last  week's  issue  says,  "The 
greatest  substitutors  in  the  trade  are  perforce  the  smallest 
traders,"  evidently  glorying  in  the  fact  tbat  they  have  to 
"strain  every  nerve  to  do  a  profitable  trade."  I  venture  to 
say  that  Mr.  Boot's  statement  is  not  true.  In  thase  days  of 
fierce  competition,  and  growing  monopoly,  there  is  still  some 
honour  left,  even  amoDgst  "  small  traders."  They  are  in  the 
majority  as  distributors,  and  the  manufacturers  will  do  well, 
in  their  own  interests,  to  consider  these  "  small  traders  " 
instead  of  the  large  companies  who  pose  as  the  only  true 
and  disinterested  friends  of  the  public.  I  should  like  to  give 
them  a  motto  to  exhibit  in  front  of  their  establishments — viz 
"  We  will  live,  bat  we  will  take  care  no  one  else  shall." 
A  propos  of  this,  one  of  the  most  painful  things  I  ever 
remember  to  have  read  in  the  reports  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Meetings  were  the  remarks  of  Mr  Atkins  at  the  meet- 
ing on  October  I.  He  said,  when  speaking  on  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  "  Several  of  the  cases  now  before  the  Council  were 
largely,  if  not  solely,  attributable  to  the  fact  that  many 
worthy  people  were  having  their  very  lives  crushed  out  by 
the  inexorable  law  now  at  work,  and  tending  to  the  survival, 
he  feared,,  not  so  rnich  necessarily  of  the  fittest,  ai  of  the 


strongest."  Surely,  it  is  time  we  looked  at  the  ethical  side 
of  the  question,  especially  when  chairmen  of  some  companies 
pose  as  Christian  philanthropists.  After  all,  I  never  substitute. 

I  arc,  yours  truly, 
London.  Qso.  K.  GossOP, 


Sir  — I  read  with  interest  your  copy  of  Mr.  William  Day's 
circular.  It  is  undoubtedly  an  able  composition,  but  the 
gentleman  has  entirely  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  patent- 
medicine  man  has  intelligence  equal  to  his  own, 

Mr.  Day  says  :  "  With  respect  to  goods  which  are  prepared 
by  ourselves,  the  rush  of  business  is  often  so  great  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  even  mention  them,  much  less  to 
spend  much  time  in  recommending  them."  Very  nice;  but 
I  once  heard  of  a  gentleman  who  was  so  absent-minded 
that  he  forgot  to  eat,  and  the  consequence  was  he  died.  So 
with  "  stores."  Substitution  to  them  is  what  a  few  square 
meals  would  have  been  to  him  of  the  absent  mind.  Does 
Mr.  Day  imagine  that  proprietors  are  so  child-like  as  to 
think  that  "  stores "  flourish  and  pay  their  enormous  ex- 
penses by  selling  the  articles  in  question  at  a  "  reasonable  "tt- 
that  is  to  say,  at  cost,  price  ? 

Yours  truly, 

London,  S  E.  Jehosaphat  Bqggihs.  (209/25.) 


Sib, — A  certain  firm  a  short  distance  from  my  shop  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  ringing  the  changes  on  his  stock  of 
patent  medicines  in  the  following  manner : — Scott's  pills 
will  be  sold  at  6-|<Z.  per  box  for  the  next  fortnight.  Then 
Beecham's  and  Holloway's  are  brought  forward  in  turn, 
until  they  cease  to  draw  customers  for  more  profitable  sub- 
stitutes. The  last  catch  has  been  Seigel's  syrup  at  10^., 
with  other  well-advertised  goods  below  cost. 

All  thanks  to  Scott,  Powell,  and  others  for  their  courage 
in  being  first  in  the  field  to  protect  their  goods  from  being 
put  on  a  back  shelf  by 

Yours  faithfully, 

Oesebveb.  (209/27.) 


Sib, — The  ring  seems  to  fit  Messrs.  Boot  and  Day  tightly, 
but  I  am  surprised  they  should  give  the  show  away  by 
squeaking  so  loudly.  Having  caught  so  many  fish  with  the 
"  patent  bait  "  and  given  all  the  catch  to  the  public,  it  is 
hard  that  these  beneficent  people  should  be  frustrated  in 
their  efforts.  While  the  chemist  has  been  boy  ootting  patents 
and  keeping  them  out  of  sight,  the  cutters  have  been  using 
them  for  their  own  advantage  and  enticing  custom  away 
from  the  chemist.  Now  the  cat  is  out  of  the  bag,  perhaps 
not  only  will  proprietors  take  warning,  bat  chemists  will  see 
that  patents  cannot  be  neglected  without  losing  other  trade 
as  well.  Yours  faithfully,, 

Nemo.  (211/14.) 


Methylated  Spirit  and  Wine  licences. 
Sib, — I  put  the  question  to  an  Inlatd  Revenue  officer  to- 
day respecting  methylated  spirit  being  sold  loose  by  an 
individual  holding  a  wine  licence  as  well  as  the  methylated- 
spirit  licence  "  off  the  premises."  He  tells  me  that  in  years 
gone  by,  when  the  methylated  spirit  was  more  palatable,  one 
holding  both  licences  was  not  permitted  to  sell  methylated 
spirit  and  wine  loose.  Either  one  or  the  other  had  to  be 
sold  in  sealed  bottles,  as  purchased  from  the  wholesale 
dealer. 

Now  that  methylated  spirit  is  so  revolting  in  "  bouquet  "the 
Inland  Revenue  authorities  have  withdrawn  this  restriction. 

Yours  truly, 

93  Craven  Park  Road,  Harlesden,  J,  W.  Taplin. 

N.W.,  October  27. 


"  Expert's  "  Opinion. 

Sir,  As  it  is  possible  that  the  letter  in  the  MntvrCcial  News 

of  October  30,  headed  "  The  Apollinaris  Sbares  Trust 
(Limited)  "  and  signed  "  Expert,"  may  iiave  been  brought  to 
your  notice,  we  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  our  solici- 
tors have  commenced  an  action  against  the  proprietor  of 
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the  Fmimoial  News  in  respect  of  the  malicious  libel  con- 
tained in  the  letter  in  question. 

Yonrs  faithfully, 
The  Apollinaris  Company  (Limited). 
4  Stratford  Place,  Oxford  Street,  W., 
November  4 


Double  Cyanide  Gauze. 

John  Milne's  Antiseptic  Dressings  Factory  (Lady well,  S.E.) 
dispute  the  accuracy  of  our  statements  regarding  the  use  of 
double  cyanide  gauze.  They  say  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  yards  of  the  gauze  have  bean  distributed  from 
their  factory  without  a  single  instance  of  salivation  caused 
by  it  having  come  to  their  knowledge.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  that  an  improperly-prepared  double 
cyanide  of  zinc  and  mercury,  which  readily  yields  free 
cyanide  of  mercury  to  pure  water  (such  a  salt  is  not  un- 
known in  commerce),  may  give  rise  to  this  distressing 
symptom.  They  add  that  Sir  Joseph  Lister  has  not  aban- 
doned the  gauze,  and  at  "  no  previous  time  have  they  manu- 
factured and  distribut3d  more  double  cyanide  dressing  than 
at  present." 


Colouring  Canaries. 

Sik, — You  will,  perhaps,  pardon  me  mentioning  to  your 
numerous  readers  who  are  asking  questions  rc  cayenne  in 
feediDg  canaries  for  colouring  that  the  time  they  catch  on 
best  is  when  moulting,  or  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  feed 
themselves,  as  the  feather  is  then  so  toft,  and  ready  to 
receive  the  colour. 

I  beg  to  remain,  yours  most  truly, 
8  Sutherland  Avenue,  W.,  G.  Chase. 

October  30. 


[We  are  compelled  to  reserve  until  next  issue  several  letters 
discussing  the  subject  of  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter's  address,  and 
upon  other  subjects;  also  several  pages  of  replies  to  corre- 
spondents and  "  Dispensing  Notes."] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and,  Poison  Laves  of  the  United  Kingdom"  Alpe's  "Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Daly"  and  Thb  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby. 


203/61.  R.  &  Co.  say  : — A  customer  was  taken  seriously  ill, 
and  subsequently  died.  During  his  illness  we  dispensed 
medicines  and  supplied  necessaries  to  the  order  of  his  son, 
who  still  carries  on  the  business  and  has  done  so  from  March, 
1894,  when  his  father  died.  He  refuses  to  pay,  because  his 
uncle,  who  was  left  executor,  refused  to  act,  and  the  will  or 
■estate  has  never,  we  understand,  been  administered.  Have 
we  any  remedy  1"  [If  the  business  belonged  to  the  father  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  the  son  by  carrying  it  on  has 
intermeddled  with  the  estate,  and  is  liable  as  the  exe- 
cutor de  son  tort  and  can  be  sued  for  the  debt.  The 
usual  remedy  of  the  creditor  where  the  executor  refuses 
to  administer  is  to  commence  proceedings  in  the  Pro- 
bate Registry  to  be  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate. 
The  executor  and  next  of  kin  would  be  cited  to  appear, 
and_  if  they  refused  administration,  letters  of  adminis- 
tration with  the  will  annexed  would  be  granted  to  the 
creditor,  who  would  be  entitled  to  retain  his  own  debt  in 
preference  to  all  other  creditors.  A  search  at  Somerset 
House  will  disclose  whether  the  will  has  been  proved.  If 
the  tactics  observed  in  this  case  were  allowed  to  be  successful, 
no  creditor  would  ever  be  paid.] 


203/12.  E.  W. — Before  you  can  recover  damages  for 
dismissal  you  must  be  able  to  satisfy  a  court  that  there  has 
been  a  breach  of  contract.  You  say  there  was  an  "  under- 
standing." That  is  a  very  vague  thing  to  go  to  law  with, 
though  it  is  not  impossible  to  cocstrue  a  contract  from 
correspondence. 


204/20.  JVrbo. — A  registered    company  can  call  itself 

"  chemist  and  druggist "    without    keeping    a  qualified 

assistant,  but  only  a  qualified  person  can  sell  a  scheduled 
poison. 


215/17.  P  G. — It  does  cot  make  the  liver  granules  liable 
to  stamp-duty  to  wrap  up  with  them  a  recommendation  of 
Green's  cough-mixture ;  but  it  make3  the  cough-mixture 
liable.  When  you  ask  two  questions  you  must  ask  them  on 
separate  sheets. 


214/12.  Biipcnser. — Our  reply  was  correct.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Apothecaries  Act  might  be  used  oppressively 
in  thousands  of  cases,  but  the  Apothecaries'  Society  are  well 
aware  that  it  is  their  Act  which  would  go  long  before 
counter-prescribing  did. 


213/72.  Ether  asks:—"  Is  it  unlawful  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  to  supply  methylated  etber  in  compounding 
a  medical  prescription,  or  to  sell  it  for  human  internal  use, 
seeiDg  that  methylated  spirit  is  now  mineralised  ? "  [In  the 
first  place,  the  mineralised  spirit  would  certainly  not  be  used 
by  any  manufacturer;  second,  most  chemists  say  it  is 
impossible  to  detect  the  difference  in  the  finished  article. 
Nevertheless,  the  best  houses  still  only  supply  the  so-called 
rectified  ether.  We  do  not  remember  any  case  of  the  kind 
being  tried  ;  but,  in  the  event  of  a  successful  prosecution,  the 
penalty  would  be  anything  in  the  magistrate's  discretion  up 
to  201.  or  50Z ,  according  to  the  section  under  which  the 
summons  was  taken.] 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


196/20.  A".  N. — The  Boards  of  Examiners  are  not  likely  to 
reject  candidates  who  do  not  know  the  new  B.P.  (when  it  is 
published).  You  certainly  should  not  delay  your  studies  of 
the  B.P.  until  the  new  edition  comes  out,  for  the  examiners 
are  certain  to  require  a  knowledge  of  the  old  one  for 
some  years  after  the  new  one  is  in  force  You  must  re- 
member that  it  is  not  the  knowledge  of  your  reading  alone 
which  the  examiners  are  supposed  to  find  out,  but  your 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  trade,  and  such  an  ac- 
quaintance is  impossible  without  a  knowledge  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia acquired  from  the  first  day  of  entering  the 
business. 


186/45.    Vaseline. — We  have  no  formula  for  cold  solder. 


187/71.  Flas. — The  Pa3te  Polish  far  Brown  Leather 
which  your  customer  finds  "  an  excellent  preparation  "  has 
this  composition : — 

Ol.  terebinth   ..       ,.  Jij. 

Cera?  rlavse   2  iij. 

Melt  together,  and  when  nearly  ao'A  add — 

Ol.  mirbani    ..       ..       „       ..       ..  Uliv. 
Mix. 

If  the  colour  needs  heightening,  use  a  little  phosphine. 


190/13.  Bon — Your  sample  of  Blacking  for  New 
Leather  is  not  unlike  the  following : — 


Ivory  black            ..              .»  1  lb. 

Treacle...      ...      ..               ..       .i-  *  lb. 

?  perm  oil                                   ..       ..  2  oz. 

Sulphuric  acid         . .    2  oz. 


Mix  thoroughly,  and  add  vinegar,  if  nece:sary,  to  give  a  proper  con- 
sistence.  Scent  with  a  little  oil  of  thyme. 


198/41.  Nemo. — You  can  hardly  expect  us  to  write  out 
the  outlines  of  a  chemical  lecture  for  you.  "  Scientific 
Mysteries,''  published  at  this  office  at  Is.,  will  give  you 
plenty  of  hints. 


700 


184/61.  Delta—  Shoe  dressing. — This  is  as  near  as  we 
can  make  out  your  sample  to  be : — 

Ext.  ba;matoxyli      . .       ..       ..       ..  ?iv. 

Ferrisulph  Sss. 

Pnlv.  boracis  . .       ..       ..       ..       ..  3iv. 

Shellac  Jxvj. 

Aquae  ..       ..    . .    Cong.  j. 

Boil  the  shellac  and  borax  in  7  pints  of  water  till  dissolved,  and  add  the 
extract  of  logwood.  Boil,  and  strain.  Finally,  dissolve  the  sulphate  of 
iron  in  a  pint  of  water,  and  mix  with  the  logwood  solution. 


195/47.  Canine  — Your  Cure  for  Ear  canker  in  dogs 
teems  to  be  simply  commercial  spiiit  of  tar. 


193/19.  Codex  — (1)  Your  Ginger-beer  Essence  some- 
what resembles  the  following.  You  will,  however,  require 
to  make  many  experiments  before  yon  arrive  at  the  exac!; 


formula : — 

Tr.  limonis  rec.       ..      a      .«  5i- 

Tr.  aurant.  rec.    Sss. 

Tr.capsici    3ij. 

Ao.  tartarici  . .       . .    ?iv. 

Pulv.  zingib   *ij. 

Aq.  ad   5  xvj. 


Dissolve  18  lbs.  loaf  sugar  in  20  gallons  of  water,  and  add  the  above 
essence. 

(2)  You  might  cheapen  the  Cod-liver  Oil  Emulsion  by 
reducing  the  cod-liver  oil  to  50  per  cent.  The  rum  should 
read  5  dr.,  not  5  oz. 


208/22.  W.  W. — Ext.  Gavellea. — This  is,  we  may  state 
once  more,  an  ingredient  in  Russell's  prescription  for  obesity, 
and  he  says  it  is  "  a  preparation  of  marshmallow,"  signifi- 
cantly adding  that  if  there  is  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  it 
at  the  chemist's  he  will  prepare  the  prescription  himself,  as 
it  requires  great  care.  The  prescription,  we  may  add,  is 
gratis ;  the  medicine  about  a  sovereign.    Verb.  sap. 


200/21.    Cor.  ad  Cor. — Barrack-sergeant's  Drops  : — 

01.  juniperi . .       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3iss. 

01.  terebinth.    Jiss. 

Tr.  opii    5ij. 

S.V.B.        ..    Siij. 

sr. 

Dose  :  10  to  20  drops  on  sugar. 


201/49.  Wet  Water—  (1)  Brunswick  Black  —See  page 
471  of  the  current  volume  (September  19).  (2;  Furniture- 
paste. — See  page  505  (September  26). 


199/13.  Agricala  Your  sample  of  Household  Am- 
monia is  the  usual  kind.    Sae  C.  4'  B.,  October  10,  1896. 


203/39.  Photographer.— For  Mountant  refer  to  1896 
Diaey.  It  is  usually  sold  on  the  basis  of  Is.  a  pound,  to 
include  bottle. 


201/34.  Pulv.  Glycyrrh.  sends  a  sample  of  compound 
liquorice-powder,  sold  at  b\d.  a  pound,  lor  us  to  examine. 
From  the  dark  colour  of  the  sample  it  is  evident  that  nn- 
decorticated  liquorice- root  has  bsen  used.  With  the  cheapest 
senna  obtainable  and  undeeortksated  liquorice  it  would 
perhaps  be  possible  to  turn  out  a  powder  at  the  price 
mentioned. 


203/45.  Winter. — Yon  can  make  glycerine  and  rose 
water  of  a  creamy  consistence  by  using  powdered  fcragacanfch 
3  or  4  gr.  to  the  ounce. 


206/18.  G.  W.  B. — The  American  Polishing.paste  can 
be  best  imitated  by  massing  kieselgnhr  or  dimatcs  with  soft 
paraffin,  and  scenting  with  oil  of  mirbane. 


November  7,  1896 
202/50.    Mai  Analiscr. — Your  Shampoo-powder  is  made 


of— 

Sodii  carb.  exsicc     3ij. 

Pulv.  saponis    3ij. 

Pulv.  curcum   ..       ..  gr.  x. 

01.  verbenre ..       ..       ..    THj. 

01.  geranii   "liij. 

M. 


205/14.    J.  L.  D. — There  was  no  enclosure  in  your  letter. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscriber s, postcard  replies  to  tht 
following : — 

217/36.  Maker  of  a  small,  white,  oval  stomachic  lozenge 
stamped  Walker  &  Co.,  London. 

215/72.    Makers  of  Trulo's  specialities  for  the  feet. 

215/6.  Maker  of  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  flexible 
perles. 

219/3.  Makers  of  the  brand  "  Dake  of  Wellington" 
cigars. 

218/12.    Makers  of  paste-pots  for  6d.  and  Is.  size,  &c. 


Coming  Events, 


Notices  of  Association  and  Society  meetings  will  be  inserted  in  this  section 
free  of  charge  if  ice  receive  intimation  of  such  meetings  by  Wednesday  of 
the  week  previous  to  that  in  which  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Saturday,  November  7. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  Bloomsbury  Reserves,  at 
Crouch  End.  Train  from  K  ng's  Cross  (G.N.R.  suburban) 
at  2.27. 

Monday,  November  9 

Imperial  Institute,  South  Kensington,  S.W.,  at  8.30  p.m. 
Professor  W.  R.  Dunstan  on  "  Illustrations  of  some  of 
the  Work  of  the  Scientific  and  Technical  Research- 
Department  of  the  Imperial  Institute." 

Tuesday,  November  10. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p  m.  Professor  J.  Norman  Collie  on 
"  Argon  and  Helium." 

Royal  Photographic  Society,  The  Gallery,  5a  Pall  Mall 
East,  at  8  pi.  "A  New  Form  of  Apparatus  for 
Measuring  the  Light  Reflected  from  Prints,"  by  Mr. 
Chapman  Jones.  "  A  Theory  of  the  R oatgen  Pheno- 
mena," by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Benham. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mason  College,  Bir- 
mingham, at  8  30  p.m.    Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Barclay,  B.Sc. 

"Wednesday,  November  11. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  Newburg  Hall,  at 
9  p.m.  Mr.  J.  Williamson's  lecture  on  "  Rontgen  x- 
Rays." 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Rooms, 
Birmingham,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  H  S  Shorthouse  on 
"  The  Pharmacopoeia  upon  Crystallisation." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Conversaz \one  at  Portman 
Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.  Reception,  8  30  to  9.30  p.m.  ; 
dancing  at  9.45.  Tickets  from  G.  E.  Pearson,  Hon.  Sec, 
Conversazione  Committee,  184  Bloomfield  Terrace,  Pad- 
dington,  W. 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  University  College, 
Ashton  Street,  at  8  30  p.m.  Mr.  A.  H.  Mitchell  on 
"  Lantern-slide  Makirig." 


Boyal  Institution. — The  Christmas  lectures,  specially 
adapted  for  children,  will  this  year  be  given  by  Professor 
Silvanus  P.  Thompson,  F.RS.,  his  subject  being  "Visible 
and  Invisible  Light." 
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